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Of an Unfortunate 


 Younc NosBLEMAN, &c. 


PART the Second. 


EW Scenes for Aſtoniſhment! 

y For Pity! For Abhorrence in 
the innocent, humane and vir- 
tuous Heart, demand to have the 
C9 Curtain of Obſcurity drawn 
| from before them, and the diffe- 
rent Images diſcovered, each in its proper and 
undiſguis'd Colours! Wn | 
The World has ſeen the lawful Heir of 
Altamont making ſucceſsful Struggles againſt 
the Oppreſſion and Injuſtice of his unnatural - 
Uncle, it now remains to ſhew what freſh 
and numerous Stratagems were invented, 
and pnt in practice to overthrow all his ho- 
neſt Endeavours for the Recovery of his 
Birth-right ; and _ providentially _— 

| : | bar- 
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bat barous Attempt, either againſt his Life, or 
the Validity of his Claim, was render'd A- 
bortive, and ſet ved only to bring additional 
Confuſion on the Contriver's Head, 
That ſubtle and malicious Spirit, who is 
capable of receiving no Satisfaction, but in 
the Depravity and Miſeries of Human Na- 
ture, fails not to flatter his Votaries with 
frequent Appearances of being near the Ac- 


complichment of their wicked Wiſhes, leſt a 


continued Series of unſucceſsful Villany 
ſnou'd make them grow weary of the Purſuit, 
and turn honeſt out of Policy. 

The injurious Count Rrchard, being now 
reliev'd from all his Wants, and full of 
Mony, by the difpoſal of his Predeceſſor's 
Goods, all the Timber he found fit to Fell 
on the Anglia Eſtate, and whatever elſe was 
Saleable, began now once more to erect his 


Creſt, and endeavour to Brow-beat thoſe 


whom Love of Juſtice had made eſpouſe 
the Cauſe of the rightful Heir; at the ſame 
time his Emiſſaries were induſtrious in af- 
perſing them, and procuring others, who 
wou'd give Evidence on which ever Side 


ſuited moſt with their own Intereſt. 


In times of Calamity it is not to be won- 
der'd at, that there ſhou'd be many found, 
who when Bread and Conſcience are 


weigh'd againſt each other, will not heſitate to 


make the former Scale preponderate: The 


Count therefore did not want Perſons ready 


to give Affidavits according to Direction; 
but what rais'd his Hopes and Expectations 
o the muſt ſanguine Height, was ſome Aſ- 
— {urances 


Unfortunate Young Nobleman. 3 
ſutances given him by Charlotte, a Woman 
who had waited on the Baroneſs de Alta- 
mont, and ſome mention was made of in the 
firſt part of theſe Memoirs. . 

This Creature, after being diſcharged from 
her Lady, had been married to an inferior 
Tradeſman, and at his Death left in very 
wretched Circumſtances. Count Rzchard, 
being inform'd of this, preſently imagin'd ſhe 
might be of uſe to him, therefore {ent for 
her to come to him, and having entertain'd 
her witha long Story of the pretended Hard- 
ſhips he lay under, by the Claim of the Che- 
valier James, at length told her, that as he 
fear'd it wou'd one Day be brought into a 
Court of Judicature, if ſhe cou'd think of 
any thing for his Advantage in the mean 
time, he wou'd not be ungrateful. : 
She eaſily underſtood what it was he 

meant; but alſo knowing perfectly well the 

Nature of the Perſon ſhe had to deal with, 
reſolved to do nothing without being on a 
ſure Foundation. - 

She drop'd a thouſand Curtfies, and with 
the molt fawning Grin (which no Body 
knew better how to aſſume) replied, that ſhe 
ſhou'd think herſelf extremely happy to be 

any way inftrumental in ſerving his Lord- 
ſhip ; but alas, ſhe was ſo much reduced by 

the frowns of Fortune, that ſhe cou'd not 
make any Appearance in the World capable 

of gaining Credit to what ſhe ſaid. * 
It has already been proved, by many In- 
ſtances, that the Count was ſuperlatively 
laviſh in his n whenever he ſtood 
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4. MrmorRs e an 
in need of a Favour, and equally penurious 
in the Performance, when he had once re- 


Ceived it — All he wou'd therefore have 


made her Hope, from his future Bounty, 
paſs'd for nothing —— She was not to be 
fed with Air, as ſhe knew ſome others had 


been — Her craving Wants demanded more 


ſubſtantial Relief, and before ſhe wou'd en- 
ter into any Negotiation with him, he was 
obliged to give her an immediate Order on 


his Banker for Four Hundred Crowns: A 


Sum which, to part with, drew drops of 
Blood from his Heart ; but he knew the Pre- 
judice ſhe might be to him, by ſwearing to 
the Truth, and on that Account it was ne- 
ceſſary to buy her off at any rate, whether 


The came into Court on his ſide or not. 


Having by this Preſent ſecured, as he ima- 
gined, all ſhe cou'd do for him, he ventured 


to asc her, if ſhe wou'd befriend him ſo far 


as to ſwear the Baroneſs de Altamont was 
never Pregnant ? | 

Prepared. as ſhe was to come into any 
Scheine, that might prove of Advantage to 
her, ſhe ſtarted at this Propoſal : How, my 
Lord, can” I do that, faid ſhe, when ſuch 
Numbers of People of all Ranks have a 
thouſand Times ſeen and paid their Com- 
pliments to the young Chevalier? — Nay, 


it is poſſible the very Perſon who aſſi ſted at 
bringing him into the World, and others in 


the Chamber at the ſame time, as well as 
the Nurſe who ſuckled him, may ſtill be 
Bing to Contr ont me. 5 


Take 


— 


n fortunate Young Nobleman. 5 
Take you no Care for that, replied the 
Count, ſome of them are no longer in the 
World, and others I have found means to 
Silence; and as for the Nurſe, her Evidence 
will infallibly be ſet aſide; for I pretend that 
the Chevalier James is her own Son. 
© Charlotte allowed that this was a Maſter- 
peice indeed; but now finding in how ma- 
terial a Point to him, and dangerous to her 
felf, he wanted her Aſſiſtance, was deter- 
min'd not to ſell it too cheap, therefore 
affected abundance of Scruples of Con— 
ſcience——ſaid, ſhe wou'd be glad his Lord- 
ſhip got the better, but to take an Oath ſo directly 
oppoſite to Truth, and defraud an Innocent 
young Gentleman, whom ſhe ſo many 
thouſand times had held- in her Arms, and 
cheriſh'd when an Infant, went (ſtrangely 
.againſt her, and ſhe knew not whether ſhe 
cou'd be able to go through with it, 

Count Kichard had Penetration enough to 
ſee into the Motive of this feign'd Nicety, 
but willing to ſave any farther Expence, it 
poſſible, made uſe of all the Rhetorick he 
was Maſter of to perſuade her to come 
into his Meaſures, but all this had little 
Effect, till a ſecond Order on his Banker, 
for the ſame Sum as the former, oblig'd 
her to own he was too generous to be 

refuſed any thing, and nou, my Lord, ſaid ſhe; 
whenever your Cauſe comes to à publick hear- 
1ng, 1 will ſwear poſitively, that during the 
whole Time ny Lady and the Baron lived 
together, I was never one Day abſent from 
ber —— that I dreſt and undreſt her every 
SLE B 3 Morning 
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Morning and Evening, and that (© far from 
being the Mother of a Child, ſhe never had the 
* Signs Pregnanc p. 
be Count was extremely ſatisfyed that he 
had gain'd this point, which he fancyed would 
quite overthrow all the Evidences againſt him, 
and was beginning to renew his Promiſes of 
making her eaſy for her whole Life in Caſe 
te got the better of his Nephew, which he 
now ceaſed to doubt, having a Witneſs ſo un- 
queſtionable; but while he was indulging him- 
ſelf with this pleaſing Proſpect, and endea- 
vouring to keep her firm to his Intereſt by 
foothing her Expectations with future Gratui- 
ties, her active Brain was improving on the 
Project, and after ſhe had well weigh'd what 
ſhe was about to offer, Suppoſe: my Lora, ſaid 
ſhe, I find away to intimidate your Adverſaries 
. fo much, as to make them oy the - Proceſs, 
and ſave your Loraſbip all the Trouble and Læ- 
pence that muſt neceſſarily attend a Tryal? 
This made the Count open his Eyes indeed, 
and he preſently cryed out, How? How my 
dear Charlotte! This is the Method I will take 
with your Lordſhips permiſſion, anſwered the, 
am acquainted at a Houſe where one of the 
Chevaliers maſt intimate Friends comes every 
Day : 1 will tell him of the Affidavit I am to 
make, and alſo pretend 1 have other very mate- 
rial Things to add. As he yet knows not who 
am, nor that I ever had the Honour to be- 
long to your Lordſhips Family, it will ſtrike a 
great Damp to find there is a Perſon againſt 
' them, who has it in her Power to ſwear and to 
le believed in any Secrets ſhe ſhall pretend to 
diſcover, | „ 
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The Count, who eaſily ſwallowed any thin 
that flatter'd his Deſigns, was ſo tranſported: 
at this Thought, that he cut a Caper as high as 
his Corpulency would admit — then took 
her in his Arms, embraced, kiſs'd, and call'd 
her his guardian Angel, proteſting at the ſame _ 
ö time with the moſt unheard of Imprecations, 
| that ſhe ſhould ſhare with him the Fortune ſhe 
3 preſerv'd. 1 | N 
But theſe were Demonſtrations of Grati- 
tude, which had ſmall Effe on the Perſon on 
whom they were beſtow'd, and having got all 
ſhe in reality expected was impatient to be gone, 
where ſhe hoped to make a ſecond and perhaps 
a better Market; ſo telling the Count there 
was no Time to be loft, took her Leave; 
and as he found ſhe wanted neither Cun- 
ning nor any other Requiſite to qualify her for 
what ſhe attempted, he would not detain her, 
but told her he depended entirely on her 
Friendſhip and good Management. 
She went immediately about doing as ſhe 
ſaid, but had a Meaning in it very different 
from what he imagin'd : Her Deſign was, by 
| boaſting how much it was in her Power to 
1 ſerve the Count de Anglia, toſhew the Friends 
=. of the Chevalier Fames it would be for the 
7 Intereſt of his Cauſe tolpurchaſe her Friend- 
ſhip at any rate —— ſhe had engaged to give 
her Affidavit to a Falſity for a Sum of Money, 
and for a Sum of Money ſhe would have 
ſworn to the Truth, and without all doubt 
much rather; tho', not for the ſake of Prin- 
ciple but Safety, ſince in the one ſhe ran no 
hazard, in the other a great deal, 
: = A 4 Ma- 
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Macario, ever watchful for his Friend, was 
ſoon inform'd of this new Evidence, and ſhe 


threw herſelf in his way on purpoſe to ſee 


what Offers he would make her to abandon 
the Count, and become one of their Side; but 
he was to far from propoſing any thing to her 
ot the nature ſhe expected, that he remonſtrated 
to her in ſuch touching Terms the Baſeneſs of 
the Action ſhe was about to be guilty of, that 


me could not help feeling ſome Shock at it; 


and *tis poſſible could not have fulfill'd her 
Promiſe to Count R:ichard, had ſhe been call'd 
upon to do it at that Moment ; but her ill Genius 
loon got the better of theſe Starts of Virtue, aud 
ſhe relaps'd into her former Hardneſs of Heart. 

As the I ime drew nearer in which it was 
expected the great Deciſion woud be made, the 


Agents of this cruel Uncle grew more and 


more induſtrious, ſcattering the moſt vile In- 
finuations, not only againſt the Chevalier James 

bimſelf, but alſo againſt all thoſe who favour'd 
his Pretenſions, not excepting Perſons of the firſt 
Rank, as well as others; neither Virtue, Wi 
dom, Wealth nor Titles were a ſufficient De» 
fence from the poiſonous Invectives thrown out 
by theſe ſubtile Vipers — all Degrees of People 


whoſe Opinion was of Conſequence enough 


either to ſerve, or prejudice the Cauſe of their 
Patron, were practiſed upon by their inſiduous 


Atts - ſeveral Perſons were employ'd to 
write in its Defence, and others to diſpence 


whatever the Malice or Treachery of their 
Fellow-Labourers in this deteſtable Employ- 
ment could invent; but as theſe Libels were 
dictated by as little Genius as Truth, they 

PET | | Were 
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were read by very few, and by fewer yet re- 
garded. At the ſametime all manner of ways 
were eſſay'd to prevent and ſuppreſs real Facts 
from being brought to Light. No Pro- 
miſes were ſpared in order to prevail on the 
Publiſhers of publick Papers to incert Para- 
graphs, and pretended Articles of News in fa- 
vour of Count Richard: No Menaces omitted, 
v hich they thought might intimidate them from 
ſuffering any thing to appear againſt him ; but 


all this had no Effect, the World ſaw through 


the Deception, and deſpis'd both that and its 
Authors. The Count became every Day more 
contemptible: Even thoſe, to whom his aſſum'd 
Dignity was of ſome little Service were 
aſham'd of owing any Benefit to a Man more 
mean and abject in his Nature than themſelves. I 
cannot forbear giving one inſtance out of a great 
Number might be produced of the I ruth of this. 
Among the many Advantages which the 
Capital of that Kingdom, where theſe Tranſ- 
actions hapned, has above molt Cities in the 
World, is that of a fine River, on which Boats 
are continually paſſing, conveying People with 
the greateſt Eaſe and Safety imaginable to 
whatever Part they pleaſe. A Gentleman 
who was fond of travelling in this manner, 
hired a pair of Oars; for 1o they call thoſe- 

Boats which are row'd by two Men, as thoſe 
which are conducted only by one, go by the 
Name of Scullar. He had not been many 
Minutes in the Boat before he took notice, 
that the Coat of one that row'd him lying on 
the Bench, every now and then ſlipt off and 
diſcoyer'd a ſilver Badge upon it, which the 
| LD Water- 
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Waterman as often ſlaken'd his Oar to throw 
up again, endeavouring as much as poſſible 
ro conceal the Badge. — He thought there 
was ſomething odd in the Behaviour of the 
Fellow, and preſently ask'd him to what No- 
bleman he belong'd ? On which he ſcratched 
his Ears, hung down his Head, without mak- 
ing any Anſwer, and on the ſame Queſtion 


deing put to him a ſecond time only ſaid, The | | 
Arms are a Conn's, Sir. L fee they are | 


by the Coronet, reſum'd the Gentleman, ut I 
would know what Count - the Nameof 
your Lord is not a Secret ſure. — — No, Sir, 
replyed the Man, but zo tell you the Trath, I 
wiſh it were. I never carry a Fare bus 
this plaguey Badge ſets them a Laughing, and 
 Bamring me about my noble Lord ——— and 
#ben they fall a telling ſuch a Pack of Stories of 
him, that I have wiſh'd him and his Badge too 
4 thouſand times at the bottom of the River. 
Still he was filent as to the Name, but the 
Gentleman recollecting that the Character 
fuited bot with one Perſon in the Kingdom 
of that Dignity, preſently cryed out, P// war- 
rant you mean the Count de Anglia? 
The ſame, Sir, indeed, reply'd the Waterman, 
This War-Time we are glad of any Thing for 
2 Protection, otherwiſe I'd ſee him bang d be- 

Id wear any thing belonging to him. 

The Gentleman could not forbear ſmiling 
at the rough Simplicity of the Fellow, but 
being a Perſon of good Senſe, and a true Lover 
of his Country, and had alſo heard mnch of 
the Character of Count Krichard, was not di- 
yerted, as the Waterman had expected, but — 
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the contrary extremly ſhock'd, that a Man 
guilty of Actions which render'd him fo deſpi- 
cable in the Eyes of even the loweſt Sort of 
People, ſhould by an aſſum'd Dignity have the 
Honour of fitting in an Aſſembly juſtly reve» 
renc'd over all the known World. 
Nor did the juſt and univerſal Ridicule 
upon him confine itſelf to what was ſaid of 
him in his Abſence a laced Coat — a 
gilt Chariot — or more modiſh Landau, was 


> not of the leaſt Service to excite either Awe 


or Reſpe@ for the Owner. — Not his pom- 
pous Titles, nor all the Shew he could make 
was able to ſilence the Tongues of the ex- 
claiming multitude, or baniſh that Sneer which 
ſat upon the Faces of thoſe of the better Sort 
when ever he appear'd in publick. 
An ugly Accident once happened, which, in 
ſpite of his natural Audacity and Tenaciouſ- 
nels, forced him to be convinced of this Truth. 
He was going one Day either to viſit ſome 
Perſon, or meerly to ſhew himſelf (as was 
often the Caſe) when his Coachman driving 
full ſpeed through a dirty ill- paved Street, one 

of the Horſes flipt his Foot into a Hole, and 
fell quite down. The two Footmen jump'd 
from behind the Coach, and the Coachman 
Mhipt and ſtraitned the Reins in order to get 
the poor Beaſt up again —— ſeveral People 
gather'd, ſome to aſſiſt, and others to be Spec- 
tators, as any thing will call the Mob toge- 
ther in that Country. Great Tugging 
and Lugging there was for a conſiderable 
Time to raiſe the Horſe, but he was wedged 
too faſt, — Count Richard was all the while 
| 1 : TG Iwearing 
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ſwearing and curſing his careleſs Dog of a 
Coachman, yet could not the fury he was in 
hinder him from hearing one of thoſe who 
came to help the poor Fellow in his Endea- 
yours to remedy this Misfortune, ſay, Fit 
were not more for the ſake of the poor Horſe 
than his Owner, he ſhould lie and rot for me. — 
Tris a Judgment upon him, rejoins another, 
if his Nephew, the Chevalier James, tha? he 
fold to America, had his Right he would have 
neither Coach nor Horſes. A third being ask'd 
to affliſt, cry'd, zo? I, indeed, unleſs it were 
to draw him to the Gallows. ny 
Much more of the ſame kind was ſaid; 
but this was nothing to the Scene that enſued, 
and *tis probable the Count would have Pru- 

_ dence enough to ſeem as if he did not hear 
it, if ſomething yet more galling had not pro- 
voked him beyond all Patience. —— A Stand 
of Hackney Coaches being near, ſeveral of 
thoſe belonging to them were drinkiug at an 
Alehouſe, and ſeeing the Accident, came run- 
ning out with good Mature enough to con- 
tribute toward eaſing the Horſe, but no ſooner 
found who was in the Coach, than they 
cryed out, one and all, with two or three great 
Oaths, according to their Faſhion, is rhe 
Count de Anglia, and were immediately tur- 
ning away, as unwilling to do him the leaſt. 
good Office; when one of them looking 
earneſtly in his Face as he was ſtill raging and 
curſing, ee ſaid he to the Coachman, 
bid your Lord come out and help his Horſe him- 
ſelf, he underſtands how to do it af will as any 
ef as, His Companions ſtared at him as he 

| | 4 ſpoke 
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Unfortunate Young Nobleman. 13 
ſpoke theſe Words, which he perceiving, 'z:s 
true enough, cry'd che, it is not ſo many Years 
ago, but I can remember when he, this great 
ord, and I, both drove Coaches for Tom Car- 
rel; for tho* he's Count de Anglia vow, be was 
plain Dick then. A loud Laugh and Halloo _ 
diſcovered how well this rough Aſſembly were 
pleas'd with any thing that was degrading to 
this ignoble Peer; but as all this paſs'd fo 
extremely near him, that he could not poſſibly 
be thought not to hear it, he turn'd all the 
Fury he had been venting on his own Coach- 
man, who had fo groſly inſulted him, 
call'd him Rogue, Raſcal, Scoundrel, and all 
the foul Names he could invent, holding his 
Cane at the ſame time towards him in a 
threatning Poſture ; on which the ſurely Fel- 
low, who happened to be a Hibernian, (truck 
his Whip into the Coach, and retorted pretty 
near the ſame Language he had receiv'd. 
Count Kichard, now foaming with Wrath, 
jumps out of his Coach, and draws his Sword : 
This draws all that were about the Horſe to 
the Aſſiſtance of the Man, and crying out, 0 
the Coward! "tis like him —— what draw his 
Sword upon a naked Man! laid on him ſome 
with their Whips, which they took care to 
dip firit in the Kennel, and ſome with 
| Cudgels, ſo that he was in a ſtrange beſmear'd 
His Footmen ran to the 
Reſcue of their Lord; but all they could do 
avail'd but little. My Lord was ſorely 
beaten, —— his Sword broke into Shivers, 
and the Mob continued Shouting and Huz- _ 
Zaing till he got away, which he did with — 
Fo : 


14 MEMOIRS of an 
Difficulty in a Chair, which one of his Ser- 
vants very prudently brought, leaving the 
Care of his Coach and Horſes to his 


Coachman, who fared much better after he 
was gone; and when the Horſe was releas'd 


went to take a Cup of Refreſhment with thoſe 
who had lent him their Hands; and was then 
told the whole Story how the Count, his 


Maſter, when Chevalier &R:chard, having ſquan- 


der d away his little Fortune, among Women 
of the Town and Gameſters, inſtead of be- 


taking himſelf to any of thoſe Employments 
beficting a decay'd Gentleman, did really hire 
himſelf to a Man who kept ſeveral Hackney 


Coaches, one of which he drove ſome time, 


and was at laſt turn'd away, on a ſtrong Suſ- 
picion of having defrauded his Maſter. 
If this be Fact, as it has been well atteſted 


by others beſide the Coachman, it muſt be 


owned that Nature never blended ſo many 
Contradictions in one Man Pride and 
Meanneſs, —— Avarice and Profuſeneſs. 
Cowardiſe and Raſhnels, —— Cunning and 
Stupidity, — Fickleneſs and Obſtinacy, — 
in fine, he was every Thing by turns but Vir- 
tuous, and it would be incredible, had not 
too flagrant Inſtances convinced us of it, that 
a Man ſo born, ſo educated, could be dead to 
all Senſe of publick Shame, as well as ſecret 
Conviction. Had he given himſelf any time 
for Reft**tion he mult certainly have felt ſome 
Starts ot Remorſe, if not Contrition, for 
AQions which drew upon him the general 


Scorn and Deteltation. 


N 
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We mult therefore conclude, he either had 
not the Power of Thinking at all, or that 
Thinking was accompanied with Horrors he 
had not Courage to ſuſtain; and this laſt ſeems 

highly probable, becauſe he was-always ready 
to indulge and give the aer looſe to every 
thing that might baniſh a ſerious Recollection.— 
Wine, and the moſt profligate Company of 
both Sexes, provided they flatter'd his Vanity, 
engroſs'd all his Moments, and while his In- 
ſtruments were racking their Brains in inyen- 
ting Means to ſeduce, or intimidate the Lovers 
of Truth and Juſtice, was he either lolling at 
a Gameing Table with Meſſieurs Size Ace, 
and Double Dye, — carouſing, and ſinging 
ribald Catches with Gazz/edows his favourite 
Companion, and ſome others of the ſame 

Stamp, Or _— in thoſe looſe Pleaſures, 

which thoſe like him miſcal Love, with ſome 
common Wanton of the Town, two of 
which he kept conſtantly in his Houſe, and be- 
ſtow'd on them by turns his amorous Careſ- 
fes. —— How equally he dealt between them 
either his Perſon or Fortune, it cannot be poſ- 
fible to ſay; but this is certain, as it was ob- 
vious to the great Diſturbance of the Neigh- 
bourhood, that each thinking herſelf aggriev'd, 
was a Roxana to the other, and threatned 
Diſtruction every Moment, not only to her 
Rival, but alſo to her unfaithful and injurious 


Lord. Fe 

To gain ſome Relaxation from theſe perpe- 

tual Clamours, which every Day preſented 

him with a Scene of Billingſgate, as well as to 

gratify his inordinate Paſſion for es he 
= . LE OLIN 
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often went in ſearch of new Faces.: Among 
whom was one, who had much the Advantage 
in Stature, net only of all her Rivals, but of . | 
moſt of her whole Sex; and had ſhe not a- 
pear'd in Town ſomewhat of the lateſt, and | 
the Wonder been anticipated by the Arrival of f 
of a Weſtern Gianteſs, might have been ſhewn | 
as ſuch. This Creature inſtead of her 
real Name, was ordinarily known by that 
of Mrs. Maypole, and after being caſt oft by a 
Player, (who being ſomewhat diminutive him- - 
ſelf, had once thought it an Honour to be ad- 
mitted to the Embraces of a Perſon ſo ſupe- 
rior in growth,) was ſpreading all her Snares 
in order to attract a new Keeper. Our Count 
hapned to meet her at a Country Fair, — 
made his Addreſſes to her, — his Title, and 
the Promiſes he made, gain'd him an eaſy Con- 
queſt, and for a Time he was as much attach'd 
to her as ſhe could with. — He viſited , 
her every Day at her Houſe, which was at a 
ſmall Village, about a Mile Diſtant from the 
Capital, and ſaid abundance of fine things to 
her ; at firſt ſhe flatter'd herſelf with ſoon being 
in Poſſeſſion of all might be expeQed in her 
Situation; but on finding he ſtill came empty- 
handed, no Bank Bills, no Gold Snuff- box, — 
no Watch, — no Ring, — no Trinket of 
any Kind, ſhe took the Liberty of reminding 
him, how little Reaſon fhe had to believe her- 
ſelt the Miltreſs of his Heart, when ſhe could 
not command his Parſe. _ HERS” + | 
To this he an{wered, with mountainous AG 
| ſurances, of what Things he intended to do 
for (ber, but had always ſome Excuſe or other 
1 1101. 
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for delaying the Execution, till at laſt ſhe was 
ſo free as to tell him, ſhe muſt haveMony to 
buy a Velvet Petticoat, a Mantelet and ſome 
other odd Things ſhe wanted : On which he 
proteſted that he had not ſufficient in his 
Pocket, but would certainly ſupply her the 
next biet 1 „ 
For once he perform'd his Promiſe, but in 
doing fo ſhew'd an Oeconomy, which I be- 
leive was never parallell'd in any Age, or by any 
Nobleman in the World. Caſh began 
now to run pretty low. — His Inſtruments 
were continually drawing upon him. — 
Lawyers Bills came thick. —— Few cared to 
give long Credit to a Man of his known Cha- 
racter, and the Event of whoſe Cauſe was ſo 
dubious. —— This main Point was not to be 
Neglected forthe Demands of a Miſtreſs : — 
He therefore moſt prudently confider'd, that 
as he made but an odd Figure in the Senate, 
never Spoke, nor had his Opinion ask'd by 


any of his Fellow- Peers, that it was altogether 


indifferent, both to them, his Country and 
himſelf, whither he ever appear'd there or not, 
ſo took his Robes, and having conſulted 
with proper Perſons, order'd thoſe Enſigns of 
his Senatorial Dignity to be cut in Pieces, 
and tranſmography'd into a Petticoat and Man- 

telet for Mrs. Maypole. : 
It muſt be acknowledg'd this was a 
Thought worthy of the Perſon, and the Work- 
woman employed in this grand Affair per- 
form'd her part ſo well, and placed to ſuch 
Advantage, the Ermin round the Borders of 
the Velvet, that Madam Maypole en 
| tis- 
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ſatisfied both with the one and the other, and | 
the Count eas'd for ſome Days of any für- 
ther [mportunities. 1 
But to be ſerious, — who that ſaw a Ha- 
bit deſign'd to give a grace and weight to 
thoſe illuſtrious Wearers, who in their col- 
lective Body decide the Fate of Nations, no 
converted into the Trappings of a mean and 
abandon'd Proſtitute, cou'd refrain from 
loading the unworthy Perverter with all the 
Reproaches ſo infamous an Action merited, 
even thoſe who by Blood were molt nearly 
allied to him bluſh'd, and had not the lealt 
ſhadow of an Excuſe.—He had indeed ſhewn 
by this that he was the firſt to degrade him- 
| ſelf from a Dignity he had ſo little Right to, 
and it ſeem'd to the ſuperſtitious a ſure Prog- 
noſtick, that he wou'd ſhortly be chaſed 


' away in Form from an Aſſembly he had 


of his own accord abjur'd, by demoliſhing 
| and parting with thoſe Ornaments which 
were the only diſtinguiſhing Marks of his be- 
ing a Member of it. „ 
But let us leave bim for awhile dividing 
his Time between Corruption and Debau- 
chery — the Dupe of every vile Incendiary | 
and Sycophant, and the Contempt of all ho- 
neſt and good Men, and now caſt our Eyes 
on the long Suffering Heir of Aitamont, who 
with his generous Friends was employing 

himſelf in Scenes of a far different Nature. 
Fhe worthy Macario, anxious as he was to 
ſee this injured Nobleman in Poſſeſſion of his 
Birth-right, was no leſs ſo, to have him qua- 
lified with every thing becoming his Dignity. 
He therefore took upon himſelf the chief care of 
| | ma* 
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managing the Proceſs againſt Count Richard, 
that he might have all the opportunity he cou'd 
_ Cefire to © indulge the politer Studies; unin- 
terrupted with any of thoſe Perplexities, 
Which are the unavoidable Companions of 


Law- Affairs. „ : | 
This never enough prais'd and adinired 

Friend, bore alſo not only the greateſt part 
ot the Trouble, but of the Expence, which of 
Conſequence muſt attend the Proſecution of 


a Buſineſs of this Nature; and at the ſame 


Time ſupporting a young Nobleman in a 
* Faſhion befitting his Birth, and the Titles he 
laid Claim to, and which might hereafter 
occaſion no Reflexions when he ſhou'd come 
to be in Poſleflion of it- Amico indeed 
had done a great deal, but ſome unexpected 
Misfortunes in Life falling ſuddenly on him, 
; deprived him of the Power of contributing, 
according to the Generoſity of his Nature, or 
the Zeal he had in the Cauſe of Juſtice, fo 
that he cou'd oblige the Chevalier Fames no 
farther than he had already done, which in- 
deed was in two ſuch material Points, that 
without him he might a ſecond time have 
become a Prey to the Barbarity of his Uncle; 
by his getting the Witneſſes together, he 
proved to all the diſcerning Part of the 
World the Validity of his Claim, and by 
Introducing him to the Acquaintance of Ma- 
cario, Who fo well knew how to aſſert that 
Claim, and to defend him by the utmoſt Vi- 
gilance and Courage, from all the Aſſaults of 
his cruel Enemy, both publick and private, he 


turniſh'd him with the Means of being able 
355 ͤ to 
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to attend, without Impatience, till the great 
Deciſion ſhould he made. ä 

Not all the fabulous Hiſtories of Antiqui- 
ty, wrote with a View of inculcating the 
Social Virtues, ever produced an Inftance of | 
a more fincere and zealous Friendſhip, than 
that which the generous Macario teſtified on 
all Occaſions, for his dear Chevalier James 
Whenever the Noble Sufferer ſeemed Pen- 
_ five, or uttered the leaſt Complaint on the 
Severity of his Fate, the other fail'd not to 
cheer him with the moſt tender and ſo- 
lemn Aſſurances, that he wou'd devote his 
whole Fortune (which was very ample) for 
the Recovery of his Birth-right, and loſe the 
laſt drop of his Blood in Caſe ofany Exigence 

in his Defence. F 
Theſe were Promiſes very unlike what 
are made by the generality of Profeſſors — 
they ſprung from the Heart, and were ac- 
company'd by Deeds of the one, the 
Chevalier had every Day Experience, and an 
Accident, little expected by either of them, 
ſhewed him the Sincerity of the other. 

Ofall the various Diverſions one of the gayeſt 
and moſt opulent Cities in the World afforded, 
thoſe of the Theatre had the greateſt Share 
of the Chevalier's Attention; and as he ſeem'd 
delighted only with thoſe which had a mo- 
tal Tendency, thoſe careful Friends, who 
were no leſs diligent in improving his Mind, 
than in promoting his Intereſt, always took 
care to inform him when ſuch were to- be 
exhibited : He rarely went alone, not that he 
apprehended any Violence wou'd be offer'd 
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| him, but becauſe it added to the Pleaſure of 


the Entertainment to comment himſelf, and 


hear the Opinion of thoſe more verſed in 


ſuch things, on the different Scenes as they 
pals d der. 


Macario was with him one Night at the 


Repreſentation of a juſtly celebrated Tragedy, 


when a real and more dreadful one was in- 


tended to have been ated on himſelf. The 
Inhuman Count Kichard was now, indeed, 
near triumphing in a ſecure and lawful Poſ- 
ſeſſion of that Title and Eſtate he had fo 


long uſurp'd; and being entirely freed from 


all the Anxieties and Terrors he had endured 


while holding them from the rightful Heir 
whether the Helliſh Contrivance was his own, 


or whether he had any. hand in it or not, we 
will not pretend to ſay, being determin'd to 
lay nothing to his Charge, but what can be 


proved by the moſt undeniable Evidences. 
The villainous Attempt therefore ſhall only _ 
be related, and left to the Reader to judge of 


as he thinks moſt reaſonable and probable. 
The Play being ended, and the Company 
hurrying out as faſt as poſſible, Macario call'd 


to one of thoſe Fellows, who are continually 


waiting about the Doors with Lights, to get 
a Coach. In the mean Time the Chevalier 

James, and himſelf, preſs'd through the 
Crowd, in order to get into thedtreet——The 


Link man ſoon return'd, and told them there 


was a Coach at the end of a little Paſlage, 
through which they might paſs and avoid the 
Crowd: Little ſuſpecting what was prepared 


for them, they followed the Light, which all 


OR 
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on a ſudden went out, and three or four Men 
at the ſame inſtant ruſhed upon them with 
drawn Swords, and both were wounded be- 
fore they had time to draw, and when they 
did, were fearful of making any Thruſts, for 
fear of hurting each othet: Providence how-= | 
ever averted 1o fatal an Accident, and the | 
Claſhing of the Swords bringing ſeveral Link- 
men and others about them, the Ruffians fled ® 
without being able to do any Execution: KA 
Light glancing full on the Face of one of 
them, as he was making his Eſcape, the Che- 
valier Fames knew to be a Perſon who had 
fate near them in the Playhouſe, and he re- 
membered had his Eye very much fix'd upon 
them, tho' at that Time he thought nothing 
of it. the Moment that the Lights appear'd 
Macario had the preſence of Mind to ſeize 
another by the Collar, but his Companions 
getting between diſengag'd him, and the Preſs 
of People crowdin upon them, facili- 
tated their Eſcape —— none attempting - to 
ſtop them, as they judg'd it only a private 
Quarrel, and cou'd not judge which Party 
had been the Agreſlor. 5 | 

A Tavern being very near, they ſtep'd into 
it, in order to have their Wounds dreſs'd, 
each- fearing for his Friend more than for 
himſelf —— Macarro ſeeing the Blood trickle 
down the Sleeve of the Chevalier, flew into 
ſuch tranſports of Rage and Grief, as proved 
the Sincerity of that Affection he profeſs'd 
for him— the Chevalier alſo perceiving ſome 
Marks of the like Violence about him, cry'd 
out, Oh God! Wherefore do I live, ſince 
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doom'd to be fatal to the beſt of Men and 
Friends!. Several Gentlemen, perfect 
Strangers to them both, but who this Acci- 


dent had made follow them into the Ta- 
vern, were ſenſibly touch'd with the genero- 
ſity of their Behaviour, but no ſooner learn'd 
who they were, than they one and all con- 


cluded it cou'd be no other than the wicked 


' Inſtruments of the Count de Anglia, who had 


made this Attempt to rid him of his injur'd 


Nephew's Pretenfions — what was ſaid on 
this Occaſion wou'd be too tedious to re- 
peat, but the Reader may ſuppoſe it was con- 
formable to the Abhorrence all Men who 
had the leaſt Share of Honour or Humanity, 
muſt have of ſo execrable a Deſign. | 


A Surgeon having ſearch'd their Wounds, 
found them only light Scratches; but in ſuch 


Parts as doubtleſs had been dangerous if not 
Mortal, had not their Cloaks, which were 
_ cloſe wrap'd about them, it being extreme 
cold Weather, broke the force of the Wea- 
pons, as it appear'd by the Cloth being cut 
in ſeveral Places. 


The Gentleman, in a very fincere and ob- 


liging manner, congratulated the Heir of 


Altamont, and his worthy Friend on their 
happy Eſcape, and after they had all taken a 
neceſſary Refreſhment, would needs go in a 


Body and accompany them to Macario's 
Houſe, where the Chevalier was then a 
Gueſt, not judging it ſafe for them to go 
alone, as *twas poflible the Villains might be 
{till lurk ing about in ſome dark Corner, in 


hope of finding an opportunity for a —_ 
| ED his 


Attempt. 
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This Affair afforded much matter of Re- | 
flexion to our Chevalier himſelf, as well as 
to all thoſe who were made acquainted with |! 
it. Amico, who, by the many Snares laid 
for his own Life, when in ſearch of Evi- 
dences, was perfectly convinc'd that the Count 
wou'd ſcruple nothing, heſitated not to judge 
him guilty of this: Few indeed were of any 
other way of thinking, whether they were 
miſtaken or not, ſome Accident hereafter may 

perhaps diſcover. 5” 

However from what quarter ſoever the 
Danger proceeded, it ſeem'd prudent to guard 
againſt it for the future, and the Houſe of 
Macario being ſituate in a Part of the Town 
pretty much retired, few People paſſing that 
way, eſpecially by Night, they knew not 
what deſperate Attack * ＋ be made upon 
it ; therefore thought beſt the Chevalier James, 
who doubtleſs was the chief Perſon aimed at, 
ſhould be removed to a place of more Secu- 
rity; and as none cou'd be. entirely ſo, if 
ſuſpected to contain him, Macario agreed for- 
his Board and Lodging as for a Relation of 
| his own juſt come to Town, at an extreme 
pleaſant Houſe on the Bank of a fine River, 
and belonging to a Perſon who had never 
ſeen the Chevalier, ſo had it not in his Power 
to betray him, had he been one capable of 
ſuch an Action. 5 5 . 
Some Days after this Precaution had been 
taken on his Account, Macario was con- 
vinced it had not been needleſs. — He fre- 
quently ſaw ſeveral ill-look'd Fellows about 
his Door, one or other of whom never fail'd 
25 | to 
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to follow him at a diſtance to whatever Place 


he went, of which he ſeem'd to take no 
Notice, and in order to give them as much 
trouble as he cou'd, wou'd ſometimes go into 
- By-lanes and Turnings, looking fearfully as 
it were behind him at every half dozen Paces, 
as if what he was going upon requir'd the 
_ greateſt CircumſpeQion. — This afforded a 
good deal of Diverſion to him, when he 
Z afterward heard that Inquiry had been made, 
what ſort of Perſons lived in thoſe Houſes 
he had been ſeen to enter. 
Amico was no leſs narrowly obſerved, 
and behaved much after the ſame manner ; 
ſo that thoſe Wretches by whomſoever em- 
ploy'd, cou'd be able to give Accounts little 
ſatisfactory to their Principal. This, as well 
zs all other Endeavours to diſtreſs or deſtroy 
the Chevalier James, only ſerving to prove 
bo much he was the Care of Providence, 
and that his Claim was juſt, by the untair. 
: _ taken by his Adverſaries to render it 
void. 1 
As his Proceſs was carrying on with the 
utmoſt Vigour, theſe generous Aſſertors of 
his Cauſe acquainted him by Letters direQed 
to him under a feign'd Name, of every Step 
23 they took from Time to Time; and tho? 
they mutually lameuted being deprived of. the 
Happineſs of each others Converſation, yet 
as the neceflity of the Chevalier's Affairs, 
and indeed the Preſervation of his Life de- 
pended on his Concealment, they were ob-- 
p to ſubmit to it, neither Macario nor 
mico ever daring 8 make him a Vilit, = 
& | — 
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he to ſtir out of the Heuſe where he was 
lodged. : FP 1 
His Confinement was indeed the moſt 
pleaſant one that Nature ever form'd or 
Art improved; it had formerly been the Pa- 
lace of one of the greateſt and moſt luxuri- 
ous Men that Kingdom ever produced, and 
tho? ſince his Time very much impaired, the 
arch'd and lofty Roots, the curious fretwork 
Cielings, the marble Pillars, had (till an air 
of Grandeur, which ſhew'd the Wealth and 
Magnificence of the Founder; the Gardens 
were large, and. laid out with an Elegance 
not to de criticis'd upon by the more mo- 
dern Pretenders to Agriculture; great num- 
bers of Exotic Plants were ſtill remaining, 
and Groves whoſe very Antiquity render d 
them yet more pleaſing. 5 5 
In this agtecable Solitude did the Cheva- 
lier James endeavour to atone for the Ab- 
ſence of thoſe whoſe Company was ſo dear 
to him, by reading: Macario took care to 
ſend after him a great many ſelect and well 
choſen Books; but tho' no Man more zea- 
louſly labour'd for Improvement, or for his 
Years was a greater Friend to Contempla- 
tion, yet, like Adam in Paradiſe, there was 
tfomething wanting to his Contentment, and 
in all the Correſpondence he had with Ma- 
cario and Amico, they perceived a certain 
Air of Melancholy run through his Let- 
ters, Which they eaſily accounted for, and 
too much regarded his Peace not to take ſome 
nieans to remove. | OL” 
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| Whoever has known the force of true 
Affection, or experienced the Joys that faithful 
virtuous Love affords, will own they found 


the ſureſt Cordial to diſpel all thoſe gloomy 


Images which were beginning to take poſ- 


ſeſſion of his Thoughts, — His beautiful 
Wife was then in the Country with ſome of 
her own Relations; but on a Letter from 
Amico, came immediately to Town, and 
haſted to partake, and add to the Pleaſures of 


her dear Chevalier's Retirement. 


The Spies in queſt of him now alſo be- 


ginning to abate of their Diligence, through 


the Prudence of Macario, who gave out 
that the Chevalier James was gone to Alza- 
1 mont, thoſe faithful Friends ventured to viſit 
him frequently in the dusk of the Evening, 


ſo that he had nothing to regret in being de- 
barr'd from coming to the Capital, but what 


the Felicities he enjoyed in this ſweet and' 
quiet Receſs, amply compenſated for. — Oh! 


who wou'd barter that happy Serenity which 


1s always the Companion of Innocence, even 
when diſtreſt, for thoſe unruly Pafſions, that 
continual Viciſſitude of Hopes and Fears, 


Anxieties and Terrors which are the Portion 


and the Scourge of Guilt, tho' in the moſt 


ſeeming proſperous State! 
The Chevalier James, conſcious of the 


Righteouſneſs of his Cauſe, and depending on 
the Juſtice of Heaven, and thoſe that were 
to adjudge it, had no Impatience but for the 


arrival of a Day which ſhou'd convince that 


part of the World which yet were dubious, 


that he was far from being the Impoſtor his 
e C 2 - cruel 
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cruel Uncle repreſented; and alſo to have it 
in his power to diſcharge thoſe Debts his 
Neceflities had obliged him to contract. 
The injurious Count Rzchard on the other 
hand, in ſpite of all the Witneſſes he had 
pack'd together, in ſpite of having it in his 
power to corrupt a greater Number ſtill of 
thoſe capable of being corrupted, — in ſpite 
of all the Aſſurances given him by his Merce- 
naries, and in ſpite even of his own natural 
Confidence, was every moment ſinking un- 
der Apprehenſions — begging in the molt 
abject manner, thoſe who had undertaken 
his Defence, to try every Stratagem, employ. 
every Evaſion from time to time- to hinder 
the Thing from coming to any Iflue, and in 
fine, feeling in Idea all thoſe Puniſhments 
Which his Crimes merited in Reality. et. 
Methinks, the honeft and open Endea- 
vours uſed on one fide to bring this Affair 
to a Deciſion, and the mean clandeſtine Ar- 
tifices put in practice by the other to delay 
It, ſhou'd not have left any one-Perſon in the 
World who cou'd poſſibly make a queſtion 
which Party was in the right. Tis cer- 
tain indeed, that with all People of even the 
moſt common Underſtanding, the Count 
was caſt by his own tearing to be ſo; and if 
thoſe of the weakeſt Capacities were ever 
divided in their Minds, it was only when in 
company with thoſe Wretches who were 
ſupported by him for no other pupoſe than 
to go to Coffee-houſes, and other Places of 
publick Reſort, and trumpet forth a thou- 
ſand ridiculous Stories of the Chevalier 
| James, 


U 
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James, invented by their Patron, and af- 
ſerted by themſelves with the moſt dreadful 
Imprecations, which yet made Impreſſions 
of no longer Continuance than the time of 


uttering them, and were afterwards either 


forgotten, or look'd upon, as indeed they 


were, ſo many new Proofs of the badneſs 


of a Cauſe that required ſuch Subterfuges to 

JC | 1 
For my part, I am apt to believe, that as 

the Heroes and Heroines of Romances are 


always deſcribed too near Perfection to be 


imagined real Characters, ſo if Time per- 
mits this Book to live to After- ages, the 
Reader will look upon it as fictitious, and 
not without the greateſt - Difficulty * be. 


brought to think that Nature ever cou'd — 


produce a Monſter ſuch as Count &:chard, 
the moſt wicked Wretches (will they ſay) 
is not without ſome Seeds of good -— 

there is a Light and Shade in every Man, and 
thoſe in whom Vice moſt predominates, 
will ſometimes even in ſpite of themſelves 


do a commendable Action, — but in the 
Character of this Count, there is not one 


white Line —— all is black and horrid — 


the Devil and the Brute make the whole 


ſhocking Compoſition without the leaſt mix- 
ture of Humanity, much leſs of that Ce- 


leſtial Eſſence of which we are told the Soul | 


is form'd. 


Thus will they argue, and indeed with 


the greateſt appearance of Reaſon; and better 


it were that all ſhou'd paſs for fabulous, than 


that any future Proofs ſhou'd ariſe to convince 
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Mankind of the Poſſibility how far the Spe- 


cies may degenerate. But to return: 


Several Months palt over in Endeavours 
on both ſides, ſuch as have been deſcribed : 
thoſe concerned for the Chevalier James 
being Perſons of great Character in the 


World, and far above putting in practice 
thoſe little Artifices the meaner ſort of their 
Profeſſion are well verſed in, and which caſt 
ſo great a Diſgtrace on Law, were not always 


aware of the Querks found out by the 
Count's Party, to delay the Cauſe coming to 
a Deciſion, ſo that they often gain'd their 
Point thus far. I wou'd not here be under- 
ſtood as if this cruel Uncle had no Men of 
Honour employed, undoubtedly there were 


ſome of very deſerv'd Reputation; but every 


one knows that the moſt penetrating may 
ſometimes be deceiv'd, and allo that the number 


of Evidences weighs a great deal before thoſe 


Evidences come to be confronted by others, 
whoſe Teſtimony appears more contormable 


to Reaſon. 


So great was the ExpeQation of the Pub- 
lick for the Event, that ſcarce any thing was 
talk'd on while it remain'd in Agitation — 
all degrees of People concern'd themſelves 


in it, as tho' their own immediate Intereſt 


had depended on the Succeſs of it, — you 
cou'd not go into a Coffee-houſe, or any pub- 


lick Aſſembly, nay, ſcarce walk the Streets 


without hearing ſomething ſaid of the Alza- 
mont Affair; and thoſe who had never ſeen 


either the unjuſt Poſſeſſor of that Title, or 
the injured Claimant, ſeemed perfectly ac- 


quainted 
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quainted with all that could be ſaid by either, 
both as to Defence and Accuſation. The 
People of any Condition never mention'd it 
without ſhrugging up their Shoulders, ſhaking 
their Heads, and lifting up their Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven in token of Afﬀtoniſhment, 
and the meaner Sort would quit their Labours 
and run a Mileto ſee either of thoſe two Men 
who made ſo great a Noiſe in the World: 

It muſt be confeſs'd, that Count Richard 
ſhew'd a Maſter-piece of Cunning in ſpinning 
out the Affair to ſuch a tedious Length, for 
tho? it was infinitely expenſive, yet the Cauſe 
was his own, and on the Fate of it his Ruin 
depended ; whereas thoſe that managed for the 
Chevalier James were obliged to carry it on 
at their own Charge, as. well as to ſupport 
him all the time He flatter'd himſelf 
with wearying them out, and by this Succeſ- 
fion of Delays render them either unwilling or 
unable to proceed any farther —-—— Indeed, 
nothing can be more prodigions nor more 
worthy of being recorded to Poſterity, than 
that this wicked Deſign had not its defired 
Effect. - . 

Let us only caſt our Eyes on both Parties 
at once, — let us compare the Circumſtances 
of the Opponent and Defendant, — the one 
in the long and undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of a 
vaſt Revenue, — happy in the Power of con- 
ferring Favours and rendring it the Intereſt of 
Numbers to be his Friends, — known and 
converſant with the great World, and en- 
joying all the immenſe Privileges of Peer- 
age: — From this exalted height of For- 

C4 tune, 
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tune, — from this Condition, which, if be- 
haved in with Candor and Integrity, inſpires 
Love and Reverence in all beneath it — let us 
turn our Eyes on the Opponent. — A young 
Man thruſt out in Infancy, from all the Ad- 
vantages of Education, — deprived of all 
Society but with the loweſt and moſt abject 
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of his Fellow - creatures — inured only to 
Toyl, to Stripes, and all the Miſeries of Sla— E 
very — unknown, — a Stranger in thoſe 7 
very Lands he was born to inherit, —— no _ 7 
Means of gaining Friends, but the Compaſſion 
which the ſad Story of. his Wrongs ex- 
Cited. Vaſt Diſparity ! Immeaſu- 
rable Diſtance! What but the imme- f 
— 1 diate Hand of Heaven could have raiſed, and 
9 | ſupported this, of himſelf, helpleſs Orphan, or 7 
I  bdbowedthePride of his inhumane Oppreſſor,fo | 


What but the ſame Wonder-working Power 


fat as to make him tremble at his Name! 
inſpired the Breaſts of Amico and Macario, 


with ſuch uncommon Ardor for the Intereſts 


in of a young Perſon, they had ſo lately become 

[i acquainted with. —— Such unwearied Dili. 
1 gence, — ſuch unexampled Tenderneſs, Ge- 
* neroſity, Integrity, Conſtancy in their Endea- 
| vours, for their new-made Friend. — 
= What Age, what Hiltory can parallel this In- 
Þ ſtance! — two Gentlemen, inſtigated. meerly 
W by their Love of Juſtice neglect their own 
. Affairs, draw on themſelves the Reſentment 
1 of a Perſon known to be implacable in his 

. Nature, hazard their whole Fortunes, nay, their 
49 very Lives in oppoſing Innocence to Power, 
Us | and all ſor the ſake of one no way allied to 
43 | | N them, 
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them, and who, if failing to recover his Right 


fn nothing can be more uncertain than the 


Events of a Law-ſuit) can never have the 


Means of returning any Part of the Obliga- 
Yet cer» 
tain it is that this once hapned — a rare 
Example to the preſent and to future Times, 


and which deſerves to be recorded, not on 


decaying Paper, but on Plates of Braſs, a laſting 


Monument of the moſt ſhining Virtue. _ 
But as induſtrious as the real Heir of Alta- 


wicked Ends : The Agents of Count Richard 
not being able, after all the Inquires they 
made, to get the leaſt Intelligence where the 


Chevalier James was conceal'd, gave out 
that he was dead, and that thoſe who carry'd- 


the Proceſs on in his Name, did it only with 


a View to impoſe upon the World and di- 
ſtreſs the Count de Anglia 


as that young 
Nobleman had not been ſeen for ſeveral 
Months, this Report gain'd ſome Credit, and 


not only ſtagger'd many of his Well-wiſhers, 


mont was for the Recovery of his Birth- right, 
thoſe, who aimed to deprive him forever of it 
were at leaſt equally ſo to accompliſh their 


but alſo ſerved as a Handle for his Enemies 


for moving that a Stop might be put to the 
Affair. The Chevalier was no ſooner 
inform'd of this than he quitted his Retire- 
ment, and appear'd in publick as he had been 


accuſtom'd before any Attempt had been made 
upon his Life, but did not fo little regard it 
as not to go always accompany'd by a ſuffi: 
cient Number to deter any from Undertaking 
fuch an Enterprize a ſecond Time. 1 

N 1 This 
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This brought all things again into their pro- 


per Channel, and all ſeem'd drawing to a 
Concluſion, when it was thought proper by 


thoſe Learned in the Law, that, as the cons 


teſted Eſtates were fituated in different King- 
doms, the Determination ought to be given in 
that where the Chevalier 5 


fames was born, 
where more Lights into the Truth might be 


7 had than could be poſſibly expected at a grea- 


ter diſtance from the principal Fact on which 
the Event depended. | 
Had this been ſooner reſolv'd upon, it 
would have ſav'd the Chevalier James the great 
Expence and Trouble he had been oblig'd to 
take in ſending for Witneſſes; but he had good 


reaſon however to be ſatisfy'd, ſince his Cauſe 


was going to be adjudged, where there was 
ſcarce one Perſon of any Note who was not, 


without the leaſt Regard to any partial Mo- 
tives, perfectly convinc'd by the Knowledge 


of Facts of the Legality of his Pretenſions. 
But this Decree was a Thunderbolt to the 
falſe Count de Anglia. Hated and deſpiſed, as 
he was, in one Kingdom, he was yet more 
ſo in the other, and the Reception he expected 
to find there, was ſuch as made him tremble, 
in ſpite of all his Hardineſs. | 
To heighten the Vexation of this ſudden 
Turn, he received the News of it when he 
was all in a Flame on ſome Domeſtick Em- 
barraſements — Mrs. Maypole finding no 


Effect of all the fine Promiles he had made, 


and that the Robes confiſcated to her Uſe, 
were the only Proofs ſhe was likely to have 
of being the Miſtreſs of a Nobleman, refuſed 
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to continue any longer ſo, and beſtowed her 


Favours on a rich Jeu, telling the Count to 
his Face, ſhe defired to ſee no ſuch pitiful 


ſpirited Lords frequent her Houſe; but this 


was a light Mortification to another that hap» 
pened at the ſame I ime: One of thoſe Wo- 


men whom he kept in his Houſe becoming 
pregnant, he was continually teized for Mony 
to provide Neceſſaries for the little Gueſt that 
was now very ſoon expected, which Demands 
not being readily comply'd with, the Lady, 
imagining herſelt ſlighted, grew outragious in 
Reproaches, and that Behaviour giving him an 
Opportunity of quarrelling (a thing perhaps 
he wanted) he turned her out of his Houſe, 


pretended the had wrong'd his Bed, — that 
the Child ſhe went with, was the Property of 


ſome other Perſon, and. that he would have 
no farther Concern with her. 
The poor Creature believing what he faid 


the Effects of a Paſſion which would ſoon be 
moderated, took a Lodging near his Houſe, 


and when ſhe thought he was of a Diſpoſi- 
tion to liſten to Reaſon, addreſs'd him at firſt 
in the mildeſt and moſt moving Terms ſhe 
was capable of uſing ; but finding they had not 
the leaſt Effect, and that the Anſwers he return d 
were ſuch as gave her no proſpe& of Relief, 

ſhe had recourle to more violent Methods. 
She came every Day to his Houſe, was cla- 
morous in her Upbraidings, and ſpared him 
not, even in the publick Streets; ſne even 
drew a Mob one day about his Coach, who 
king part with the Complainant, broke his 
* threw Dirt upon him. WW 
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this Matter in a private manner 
remonſtrated to him, that all Men of Honour, 
or who had the leaſt Regard for their Character, 


Pariſh-Officers being informed of this Tumult, 
and the Occaſion of it, ſent a Conſtable to 
ſeize the Woman, who declared the who! 

Matter before a Magiſtrate. : 


Bad as the Count de Anglia was, they had 
yet ſo much Regard to the Title he bore, as 


to wait on him, and adviſe him to make up 


always took care to prevent ſuch Things from 
becoming the Talk of the Town, and, in fine, 
that it was unbecomlng his Lordſhip's Dignity 
not to make a handſom Provifion both for the 
Woman and the Child. To all this he only 
anſwer'd, that he had nothing to do with 


either — that the Woman was a vile Crea- 


ture, and the Child not of his begetting, and 
bad them trouble him no farther. 
Every one knows that Pariſh-Officers are 


a Sort of People not ignorant of the Power they 


bave, nor are very apt to make any Difference 
of Perſons in the Exerciſe of it. —- Theſe 
no ſooner found the Count wanting in that 
Reſpe& which they imagined due to their Au- 
thority, than they began to ſhew him he was 
under the Dominion of the Veltry, and, in 


fine, made him give the Security of two ſuf- 


ficient Houſe-keepers, that neither the Woman 
nor the Child ſhould become burdenſome to 
the Pariſh. | 


The forſaken Miſtreſs, having gain'd her 


Point thus far, thought it not yet ſufficient, 
without ſhewing ſome Marks of Reſentment 


20 the Perſon for whole ſake the imagin'd _ Z 
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ſelf thus unworthily treated. She went 
to the Count's Houſe one Day when he was 
from home, and forcing her Paſſage through 
two Maid-ſervants that would have prevented 
her Entrance, flew up Stairs, where finding 
her Rival at her Toilet ſhe broke the Dreſſing- 
Glaſs, threw her Paint and Patch- boxes out 
of the Window, tore her Head-cloths, and 
fell upon her, ſcratching her Face moſt un- 
mercifully, —— The other not tame enough 
to endure ſuch rugged. Treatment, and more 
incenſed at the Loſs of her Beauty-helpers, 
return'd the Blows ſhe receiv'd with double 
Intereſt. The Maids ran up, but endea- 
vour'd in vain to mitigate the Fury of tke 
entag'd Lyoneſſes, till the Cry of Murder 
alarm'd the Neighbours, ſome of whom brought 
a Conſtable — the Door was forced open 
The Rival Queans were carry'd before a Ma- 
giſtrate in order to ſhew Cauſe for this mu- 
tual Aſſault upon each other's Perſons . 
Every Body took the Part of the pregnant 

Woman, tho”, in effect the Agretlor, on the 
Account both of her Condition and the Pro- 
vocations ſhe had received; ſo that the other 
was condemn'd to Priſon unleſs ſhe could 
find Bail for her future Good-behaviour ——- 
A Meſſenger was diſpatch'd to the Count for 
this Purpoſe, who was obliged to redeem his 
favourite Doxy by a good Sum of Money, 
none cariog to be reſponſies in ſuch a Cauſe. 

About the ſame time a Letter arrived from 
the Perſon. who had the Care of Auadea's 
Children, to aſſute him, that if he did not 
forthwith remit the Money that was due — | 


— 


— 


85 to be valued than all his Flatterers could give 
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the ſcore of their Board, Clothes, Education, 
and what other Expences had accrued, they 
ſhould immediately be ſent to him, and that 
afterward a ſuit of Law would be commenced 


ainſt him for the long Arrears. 
This Epiſtle was ſoon followed by another, 


from one who, tho* he hated the Vices of | 


the Count and deſpiſed his Meanneſs of Soul 
as much as any of his Enemies could do, yet 
having known him of a long time, and re- 
taining ſome Regard, or to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, ſome Pity for his Perfon, took the Li- 
berty of adviſing him as a Friend to drop the 
Cauſe, and no longer think to evade Juſtice. 
— He told him, that if he ventured himſelf 


near Altamont, or offer'd to appear before a 


Court of Judicature, in a Kingdom where 


every one was convinced of the Legality of | 


his Nephew's Claim, it would be altogether 
impoſſible for him to eſcape that corporal 
Puniſhment the Law inflicts on thoſe wha 
poſſeſs. themſelves of another's Right ; and 
admoniſh'd him for the ſake of his own Con- 
ſcience and Safety, as well as for the Me- 
mory of his dead Brother, and the Regard he 


_ ought to pay to the Honour of his illuſtrious 


Family, not to ſuffer this Affair to come to a 
publick Trial, in which he would infallibly 


be caſt, and by that means not only be made 


a Spectacle for Deriſion to the Rabble, but 
alſo intail endleſs Infamy on a Name which 
for ſo many Ages had never been mention'd 
but with the extremeſt Reverence. 

This, indeed, was Counſel infinitely more 


him, 
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him to whom 'twas given, inſtead of Curſes 


and Imprecations ſuch as the infatuated and 
abandon'd U ſurper of the Title of Anglia ut- 


ter'd, at the reading it. Tis poſſible that he 
even hated this kind Adviſer who wanted to 


preſerve him from Shame, no leſs than he 


did thoſe whole Love of juſtice had made endea- 
vour to diſpoſſeſs him of his ill-got State. 


So little are moſt People able to bear being 
told what they are conſcious of the Truth f 


themſelves, and ſo diſagreable are admonitions 


tho' calculated meerly for our own Advan- 


tage! This is, indeed, too general a Fault in 
molt Men, but Count Richard was guilty 
it to an Exceſs, which made him ridiculous 


even to his own Creatures: And while he 


was conſulting with them in what manner 


fly into the extremeſt Rage, if at any time 
they ſeem'd to think they were ſo. And while 
his own Heart beat the ſtrongeſt Alarm to fear, 


would ſuffer no other to ſpeak, as tho' they 


feared for him. | | 
In the mid(t of all theſe Perplexities Charms 
lotta was daily reminding him of the Service 


| ſhe was to do for him, and giving broad Hints 


that it was neceſſary for him to keep her 


Friendſhip —— She had taken a little Houſe, 
and pretended to let Lodgings ——Abundance 
of Neceſſaries were wanted, —— he found - 


himſelf oblig'd to make her a Preſent of a 
fine wrought Bed that had been Part of the 


Furniture of his Predecellor the late noble 
| | Count 
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him, and merited the utmoſt Thanks from 


Facts, they knew as well as himſelf, ſhowd ! 
be miſrepreſented. or ſhadowed: over, would 
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Count de Anglia; but ſhe no ſooner had re- 
| ceiv'd this, than ſhe gave him to underſtand, 

Chairs, Glaſles, Tables, and other Utenſils 


were requiſite to fit up the Apartment: — — 
He was ſufficiently uneaſy at theſe continual. 


Demands; but there was no Remedy 

She, that he imagined- could ſo much benefit 

his Cauſe by uttering a Falſhood, he was 

n= certain had it in her Power to be of yet greater 
. Prejudice to it by ſpeaking the Truth; there- 
| fore ſhe muſt be comply'd with, let the Ex- 
pence be what it would. 7 
Every Body took notice of this Change 
in her Fortune, and as ſhe doubted not but | 
there would be Conjectures upon it, not to | 
her Advantage, ſhe artfully gave out, that a 
Relation of hers was dead, and had left her 
a conſiderable Legacy in Money beſide Plate, 


1 China, the above-mention'd Bed, and other 
Bf Curioſities, which little became her to be the 
1 Poſſeſſor of. | 


To theſe vile Purpoſes were many. of the 
moveables, which in reality appertain'd to the 
Chevalier James de Altamont, perverted; and 
I What he ought long before to have enjoy'd 
Wi With the Title and Eſtate, turn'd to deprive 
; BY him for ever of the whole; but the World 
W Was not to be impoſed upon by this Feint; the 
. Count de Anglia was obſerv'd to viſit Charlotta 
frequently and few there were that did not ſee 
into the Motives of this ſudden Complaiſance 
to a Woman who had been the Servant of a 
Lady to whom he had been ſo great an Enemy 
when living, and whom he till continued to 
ſpeak of in the moſt reproachfull Terms; and this 
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_ eaſily accounted for ſo ſtrange a Reverſe in the 


Condition of a Perſon who they had ſeen but 
a ſhort time before in the extremelt Penury 


and Wretchednels. 


| Yet how little dependence ought the Wicked 
to have upon one another —— Thoſe who 
will do a baſe Action to ſerve a Perſon when 
it is their Intereſt to do ſo, will not ſcruple 
to ruin that very Perſon when they can gain 
more by it. This Woman, from the firſt, 
had taken it into her Head to make the moſt 
ſhe could of this Affair, and tho' ſhe had met 


with a Rebuff in the Offers ſhe had made Ma- 
cario, yet ſhe could not take Shame to herſelf, 
but reſolved to try what effect ſhe could have 

on Amico. As ſhe was not perſonally acquain- 
ted with him, nor with any he converſed 
With, ſhe was at a loſs how to bring it about ; 


at laſt ſhe contrived to do it by way of Let- 
ter, as from a Perſon who wiſh'd well to the 
Chevalier James, but-durſt not appear to be 


of his Side; and having well conſider'd what 


ſhe was about, ſo as not to be in danger of 
being diſcover'd to Count Richard in caſe 
the other Party rejected her Propoſal, ſhe ſet 
down and wrote the following Epiltle 


To Monſieur Amico. 
81K 


The Title of the Chevalier James to the 
“ Signories of Altamont, Anglia, and thoſe 


3 © other Honours and Eſtates of his Anceſtors 
Lis clear in the Opinion of all People of 


<0 any 
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the Poſſeſſion of his uſurp'd Dignity 


any Diſcernment, yet, Sir, the moſt equi- 
table Judges cannot give Sentence but ac- 


„ cording to the Teſtimony of Witneſſes, 
whether True or Falſe, and if a greater 


Number of the latter ſhou'd appear, and 
inforce as it were, the Law to give a De- 
cree in Favour of the injurious Count de 
Anglia, how melancholy a Thing would it 
be to all Lovers of Truth and Juſtice, — 
how terrible a Shock to all his Friends, and 
what an irreparable Misfortune to himſelf 
Think, generous Amico, that all 


depends on the approaching Fiat of the 


Court —— That the Deciſion once made, 


can never be recalled — Count Richard 


to the end of his Life muſt triumph in 


The innocent and Lawful Heir not only be 
doom'd to Poverty and allthe Miſeries of it; 
but be recorded for an Impoſlure — An im- 
pudent Pretender to another's Right; — 


and you, Macario, and all thoſe Friends 


who have fo nobly aſſerted his Cauſe at the 
Expence of your Fortunes, and even the 
Hazard of your Lives be look'd upon as 
the Abettors of a fraudulent Deſign; in 
Lau, as in War, the loſing Side are always 
in the Wrong; tis Succeſs crowns all, 
and gives a Sanction to the worſt of Deeds 
If the Chevalier James recovers 
his Birthright, your Friendſhip to him, and 
the Aſſiſtance he has received from you, 
will be the Praiſe of every Tongue'; but if 
he loſes it, Infamy and Contempt will be 


all the Return you muſt expect. — How 


«© much, 


— 


s 
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P „ much, therefore, does it behove him and 
* you, and all who wiſh him well, to neglect 
, “nothing that may be conducive to the great 
| „and juſt End you have ſo long labour'd 

© to attall. ——— | am inform'd, there is 
: &« a Perſon, who for many Years ſerved the 
l the late Baroneſs de Altamont in quality of 
. „% her Woman -— She muſt needs be con- 
] * {ider'd as a ſubſtantial Evidence——in every 
F 
[ 
2 
3 
j 


* —— A” 


„Thing relating to the Birth of the Chevalier 
James, and what ſhe ſays go a great way 
nin obtaining a Verdict for which ever Party 
% ſhe takes. J have alſo heard that 

Count Richard has ſpared nothing in order 
“ to get her into his Intereſt; but whatever 
« Preſents or Promiſes he may make her, it 
« is my Opinion it would be eaſy for you 
eto turn the Balance —— There is no Body 


; « fo abandoned as to chuſe to be perjur'd 
„ when they can get an equal Profit by de- 
« claring the Truth. — l do not ſay this 
« Woman will be guilty in ſuch a Nature, 


« however ſollicited; but it is certain the 
- Count boaſts of having fo material an Evi- 
c dence —2— It would, therefore, I think, 

« be highly neceſſary you ſhould diſcourſe her 

e on this Head —— l am wholly a Stranger 

e either to her Perſon, Character, or Cir- 

„ cumſtances, but am enough acquainted 
&« with the World to know that there are 

4 very few whoare Proof againſt the Tempta- 
<« tions, which will doubtleſs be offer'd by 

« your Adverſary — the ſame, or perhaps 

„ Jeſs, than will bias her againſt you, may 

© make her for you, and according 1 

| : © | u; 
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% human Probability, which ever Party fhe 
„takes will be the ſucceſsful one. | 

| ©«& Be aſſured, Sir, this Advice {prings from 
* a Heart ſincere, and warm for the Intereſt 
% of the noble Orphan, and full of Admira- 
tion for that Zeal and Integrity, which you 
and his other worthy Friends have ſnewn 
© in his Cauſe; but as it is wholly improper 
© for me to interfere in it publickly for many 
 & Reaſons, I hope you will excuſe my ſub- 
_ * ſcribing myſelf any otherwiſe than 


SIR, 


A _ Well-wiſher to Juſtice, and 
our moſt bumble Servant. 


This Letter ſhe got tranſcrib'd by a Perſon 
the could confide in, and fent it to the Houſe 
of Amico, at a Time when ſhe knew he was 
abroad, to prevent his asking any Queſtions 
of the Meſſenger, or ordering him to be 
watch'd where he went. 1 „ 
Amico was a little ſurpriz'd at the Reception 
of it, but ſhewing it ſoon after to Macario, 
that Gentleman recollected the Advances ſhe 
had made to him ſome Time before on the 
ſame Account, and immediately concluded, it 
came from no other than herſelf, who had 
taken this Method to engage them to pur- 
chaſe Truth from her mercenary Lips 
They were in ſome Doubt, whether they had 
beſt comply with the Advice contained in 
it or not; and communicated it to ſome _ 
others who were concern'd for the Chevalier 
| — James; 
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James; moſt of whom thought it wou'd be 
prudent not to leave it to the venture, whe- 
ther ſhe wou'd be Honeſt or not; others 
again were of Opinion, that whatever ſhe 
might have pretended to Count Kichard, ſhe 
cou'd not be without ſome Scruples of Con- 
ſcience, which wou'd not ſuffer her to take 


| ſo ſhameful an Oath when it came to the 


Point; — But when the Matter was related 
| to the Chevalier James, his Cheeks were 
fluſh'd and his Eyes ſparkled with virtuous 
VDiſdain and Indignation. —— No, cry'd he, 
it xever ſhall be ſa1d, my Mother's Woman has 
| been bribed to give her Evidence on my fide — 
| when a Creature who depended on the ſmiles of 

the Baroneſs de Altamont, axd zrembled at her 
8 Frowns, fhall dare to bear falſe Witneſs againſt. 


ber Son, I ſhall be tempted to believe Heaven 


© takes uo Cognizance of what is done below, if 
= ſome immediate Vengeance does not blaſt her in 
the A of Perjary. - | 

| It was in vain that thoſe that thought it 
it wou'd be Wiſdom to ſecure her, attempt- 
ed to bring him into their Opinion: He was 


not to be prevail'd upan to give the leaſt 


Countenance to ſo wicked a Woman, and 
they were obliged to deſiſt any farther men- 


tion of it. 


Charlotte in the mean time finding her 
2 Letter had not the effect ſhe flattered herſelf” 
it wou'd have, and that ſhe receiv'd no Viſit 
or Meſlage either from the Chevalier James 
de Altamant himſelf, nor any of his Friends, 
was ready to burſt with Vexation at the Dit- | 
appointment — ſhe looked on their Silence 
3 85 | in 
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in the Affair, as ſuch a flight to her and ſo 
palpable a Contempt for any thing ſhe cou'd 
do, either to ſerve or prejudice the Cauſe, 
that whatever Scruple ſhe might have before 
of wronging the Truth in ſo material a 
Point, Revenge made it now ſubfide,. and ſhe 
became reſolved in good earneſl to eſpouſe the 
Intereſts of the falſe Count de Anglia, as 
much as ſhe had pretended to him ſhe 
wou'd do. 555 Li 
If any Credit, however, may be given to a 
Perſon who at that time was a Lodger in 
her Houſe, this vile Determination coſt her 
many a bitter Pang — Conſcience, which 
as the Poet ſays, cannot be debarr'd En- 
trance neither by Bolts, nor Locks, nor 

_ Guards, was continually preſenting her with 
the moſt frightful Images — often in the dead 
of Night have all the Family been alarm'd 
with her ſudden Shrieks — often has ſhe 
been heard to ſay in her Sleep, or at leaſt 
when it was ſuppoſed ſhe was ſo— I will 
not do it I cannot do it tempt me no 
more — What, the Innocent, the lovely Babe 
that I have held a thouſand times between my 
Arms, and thought my elf bleſt when 1 
cou'd huſh his little Infant Frowardneſs with 
my Songs — O, he is my Maſter my 
Lord-— begone, cruel. Chevalier Richard, | 
will never call you Count again — you 
ſhall not drag me to Perdition with you—— 2 
thouſand ſuch like Expreſſions did ſhe utter, 
which, tho* wild and incoherent, convinc'd 
thoſe that heard them, that there was ſome- 
thing of dreadful moment ſtruggling in her 
Mind ; 


woe TY „. „ 


you think I have ſeen to-day? 
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Mind; but there was one thing very worthy 
of remark, which was this. 
Cbarlette had a Daughter, who being mar- 
ried young, was left a Widow, and in as 
poor a Condition as her Mother: This Wo- 


man lived with her, and help'd her to make 


Petticoats, and do fach other Needlework 


as they were employed in, or were qualified 
to undertake, which till the Titles of Anglia 


and Altamont were conteſted, was all they 
had to fabſift upon. | 


This young Woman having been abroad 


one Day on ſome Buſineſs, came running 
home, and inſtead of giving any account of 
What ſhe had been about, cryed, as ſoon as 


ſhe came into Room, Lord, Mother! who do 


khaw ſhould I know? replied the old one, 
peeviſhly, have you receiv'd the Money I ſens 
ou for * — Ns, no, I muſt go again 2 that, 
ſaid ſne; but ]I have ſeen the Chevalier James 
de Altamont, as they call him — Ah! whas 


a pity it is he is not the right Heir 


Gentleman, I ever ſaw in my whole Life — 


he came in where I was, and behaved like an 
Angel. | | 
Piſh, what do you tell me of the Chevalier 
James for? — reſumed ſhe with a Face as 


red as Scarlet; and then began to ask her the 
reafon ſhe had not been paid for her Work, 
and ſome other Queſtions concerning the 
People where ſhe had been; but ſhe might-as 
well have talk'd to the Sea, ſhe cou'd get no 
rational Anſwer, and whatever ſhe ſaid, _ 

| other 


Nay, 


be is 


the ſweeteſt, moſt affable beſt-bred, bandſomeſt 
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other ſtill run on with Praiſes of the Che- 
valier James, and the Concern ſhe was in 
that he was illigetimate, till her Mother 
filenced her with flying into the moſt violent 
Paſſion, which yet did not conceal the Con- 
'fufion ſhe was in at hearing his Name, and 
with ſuch Praiſes repeated by her own Child. 
Several People hapned to be in the Room 
at the ſame time, and cou'd not help taking 
notice of the Behaviour both of Mother and 
Daughter; but what occaſion'd it to dwell 
longer on their Memory was, that ſome 
Hours after, when the Diſcourſe ſeemed to be 
forgot, and they were ſpeaking on quite dit- 
ferent things, the Daughter of Charlotte cried 
out on a ſudden, as if juſt come out of a 
deep Study; but Mother are you ſure that the 
Chevalier James is not the Baroneſi's Son t— 
the Wench is mad I believe, repled ſhe, have 1 
not told yon a thouſand times, that my Lady 
never was with Child in her Life! | 
Well, reſumed the young one, I can never 
believe he is the Son of ſuch à Creature as you 
| 8 Juggan 1 I am certain he looks life 4 
obleman much more than his ugly fiery-ey'd 
Uncle; and let who will be his Mother, I 
wiſh from my Soul that he may get the better. 
None that look'd on the Face of Charlotte 
all the time her Daughter was ſpeaking, but 
faw Guilt, Shame and Horror delineated in 
every Feature, ſenſibe perhaps of what her 
Countenance betrayed, ſhe now affected to 
laugh at the folly of the Girl, as ſhe ill 
call'd her, tho* a Widow, then to be of her 
Opinion, and own'd the Chevalier James 


was 
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was really a pretty Fellow; but till perſiſted 
that he was no other than the Son of Jug- 
gan—till finding all ſhe cou'd do was inet- 
fectual to change the Converſation, ſhe at 


laſt gave way to Rage a ſecond time, and 
turn'd the impertinent Prater of I ruths ſhe 


cou'd not bear to hear, out of. the Room. 


But the Impreſſion what ſhe had faid made 


on her Spirits was too viſible not to be the 
| ſubje of much reflexion afterward, to thoſe 
who were Witnelles of it. | 

'Tis certain, that mercenary and vile as this 
Woman was, ſhe had ſtarts of Horror for 


what ſhe had undertaken, which one wou'd 


think wou'd have prevented the Execution 
when it came to the point; and indeed, ſhe 
had like never to have been put to the trial, 


and her Conſcience preſerved from fo fevere 
a rack, but Heaven thought fit to leave her 


to herſelf, - and the impulſe of her ill Genius. 
Among the number of thoſe engaged on 
the fide of the Count de Auglia, there were 
ſome who were really Perſons of great Ho- 
-novr'and Integrity, and knowing no more 
of the Affair then as he repreſented it, ima- 
gin'd it cou'd not be any blemiſh to their 
Characters to plead for him; but on exa- 


mining what Witneſſes he had to produce, 


were no ſooner inform'd that this Woman 
was the moſt material one, than they began 
to be ſorry and aſnamed of having undertaken 
the Cauſe: —— They told him in plain terms, 
that if he did not give over all thoughts of her 

appearing in Court, they would intirely abandon 


| 2s tire 


the Affair; for beſides ſwearing to a Nega- 
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tive, which is a thing in itſelf ridiculous, 
her ſingle Oath that her Lady never had been 
Pregnant, wou'd weigh little againſt ſo many 
who they were inform'd wou'd give Teſti- 
mony of being preſent at the Time ſhe 

actually brought a Son into the World 
they repreſented to him, that ſhe wou'd not 
only be hiſs'd, while at the Bar, by the Populace, 
but be alſo condemn''d to ſuffer ſuch Punith- 
ment as the Law inflias on wilful and cor- 
rupt Perjury, and by that means his Cauſe 
wou'd infallibly be damn'd at once; it vex'd 
him to the Heart to reflect that he had been 
at fo much Expence to gain an Evidence, 
who ſo far from being able to ſerve him, 
mult be his total Ruin if ſhe appear'd ; but 

in ſpite of his Reluctance he was oblig'd to 
lubmit, or ſeem to do ſo, to thoſe of better 
Underſtanding in theſe Affairs, and content 
himſelf with having at leaſt hindred her from 
giving any Teſtimony againſt him. 

But there were others, who either leſs 
learned or leſs ingenuous, perceiving his ill 
Humour on this occaſion, told him, they 
were of a different Opinion from their Bre- 
thren in this Point — that they were confi- 
dent her Evidence wou'd be received; but 

If it ſhou'd even be refuſed, her Preſence in 
that Kingdom, and what private Aſſurances 
ſhe might give to particular Perſons, wou'd 
go a great way in influencing them to doubt 
the Validity of the Chevalier James's Pre- 
tenſions. : LS 0 

Nothing is more common than to find 
People moſt ſwayed by that Advice, which 
. „ Iquares 
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ſquares moſt with their own Inclinations. — 
Count &R:chard who delighted in a multipli- 
city of Words, and had always a notion 
that it was the number of Witneſſes that 
wou'd. carry the Cauſe, thought this laſt 

Counlel belt, and reſolved to follow it; but 
not to diſoblige thoſe who had diſſuaded him 
from it, told Charlotte that for fome Reaſons - 
he wou'd not take her with him (as it had 
been at firſt agreed on) but ſhe ſhou'd follow 
him to ******* jn ſome little Time after- 
ward, and be there before the Trial came on, 
as if ſhe had voluntarily taken the Journey 
out of her Love to Truth and Juſtice, and 


deſire to be admitted to inform the Court of 


what ſhe knew relating to the Affair in 
queſtion. 8 „ | 

The Chevalier James now receiv'd ſeveral 
Letters of Congratulation on the probability 


: of his Cauſe coming to a ſpeedy Iſſue, 


mingled with the molt kind Invitations to. 
come and paſs ſome Time at the Houſes of 
thoſe Gentlemen who lived near Altamout; 
but he declined going to that Country, till. 
there ſhou'd be a Neceſſity for it, becauſe 
he doubted not but his injurious Uncle 
wou'd report he was gone to make a Party, 


a thing he had been averſe to from the be- 


ginning of his Proceſs, truſting now as he 
had ever done to the Juſtice of his Caule, 
and the Integrity of thoſe who ſhou'd be 


2 choſen to decide it. | | 


Count Richard on the contrary, no ſooner 
knew that he muſt there attend the Event, 


than he made immediate Preparations for his 
? D 2 Depar- 
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Departure — tho? with a Heart and Head 
equally diſtracted and confuſed; to ſoften as 
much as poflible the Aſperity of the Recep - 
tion he had reaſon to expect, he ſent the 


Brother of Helena as his Harbinger to pre- 


pare the Minds of every one he feat'd, and 


by a thouſand {mooth Tales endeavour to 
win them to a more favourable Opinion of 
him than bis Actions had deſerv'd: The uu- 


exampled Injuries he had done the unfortu- 


nate Azadea now glared him in the Face; 


not that he was touch'd with the leaſt re- 
morſe or Pity for her Fate, but he knew 
that in fpite of the wretched Condition to 
which he had reduced her, ſhe had many 
Friends who had the Will, and wou'd now 


| have the Power to avenge her Cauſe, - and 


that of his long-neglected ſuffering Children. 
io make Peace with her, and once more 
engage her to {peak kindly on him, excuſe 
his Faulis as ſhe had often done, and en- 
treat all who wiſh'd her well to labour for 
her Sake, in the Intereſt of her injurious 
Lord, was therefore the firſt Negotiation 


intruſted to the Care of this Emiſſary. 


There were allo ſome Perſons who had 


formerly been partakers in thoſe Riots of 


Youth the Baron de Altamonte and himfclit 
had given into, but who now were arrived to 
very eminent Stations, to whom he wrote, | 
conjuring them in the moſt preſſing and ab- 
je& Terms to exert all the influence they had 


in his behalf; and to ſuch whom he thought 


Intereſt wou'd bias, he made the largeſt 
Promiſes. ET I 2 | 
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Theſe Credentials being diſpatch'd, he 


thought of nothing but following them im- 
mediately with all the Pomp he cou'd, when 
| he received a Letter from one of thoſe 


Spies he kept* continually there, importing 
that the whole body of the People were ſo 


incenſed againſt him, that it wou'd be wholly 


improper he ſhou'd make his Entrance in a 


publick manner, which wou'd only expoſe 


him to Inſa'ts from the Rabble, and not be 
of the leaſt Service to him with the better 
Sort. He was therefore adviſed to come in 
a Diſguiſe, and go to a private Lodging 


_ which ſhou'd be provided for him, till he 
| had found ſome Means to diſpel the Storm 


of Indignation which from all quarters was 
gathered againſt him. | 


This was Intelligence that put him very 


much out of Humour, and the more fo as 
the Chevalier James not being on that ſide 


of the Water, he cou'd not accuſe him of 
being the occaſion of it, as otherwiſe he 
wou'd certainly have done. Thus did Hea- 
ven even in the molt minute Step dire& this 


injur'd Nobleman, fo as not even Inno- 
cently to give his cruel Adverſary any Op- 


portunity of throwing a Blemiſh on his Cha- 


racter, or pretending he had Recourſe to any 
clandeſtine or unfair Practices in the Proſecu- 


tion of his lawful Aim. 

Thoſe Creatures however, who were con- 
tinually about Count X schr, and had no 
other Subſiſtance than his Favour,made uſe of 
their uſual Stratageins to bring him into better 
Temper —they reminded him that by the Date 
; D3” of 
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of this Letter, it was wrote before the Ar- 
rival of the Perſon he had ſent over, and that 
his Lordſhip might depend, he wou'd find 
means to bring the People of that Nation | 
into more Complaiſance; and told him, that |: 
if there even ſhou'd be any among them 
| bold enough to take any indecent Freedoms, 
a little Dexterity might throw the Odium on 
the Party of the Chevalier James, who, tho' 
not there in Perſon, might be accuſed of in- 
ſtigaring by Letters all the Affronts ſhou'd be 
given him. | | 

Count Richard by degrees began to think 
they were in the right, and if it fſhou'd hap- 
pen Otherwiſe, he was enough accuſtom'd to 
Iuſults not to be able to ſupport them; eſpe- 
cCially if they were ſuch as afforded him the 

leaſt proſpect of Revenge: He reſolved how- 

ver not to appear in his beſt Equipage at firſt, till 
he found how his coming wou'd be received, 
and alfo to do ſome popular Thing on his Ar- 
rival, that might make the Mob (who he knew | 
were eaſily turn'd any way) on his fide. 

He left the Capital accompanied by three 
Lawyers in bis Landau fifteen or ſixteen 
on Horſeback, who were to ſerve him in a 
double Capacity to ſecure his Pei ſon from 
Affronts, and to appear as Witneſles at the 
Trial, and four Servants in Livery alſo well 
mounted for State; Whatever Inquietudes his 
Heart ſuſtain'd for the Event, he affected to 
wear an eaſy Brow, in order to keep up the 
Spirits of thoſe that were with him; and 
whoever had feen him on. the' Road during 
the firſt Day's Journey, wou'd rather have 
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imagin'd he was going to take Poſſeſſion of 


ſome new acquir'd Eſtate, than to conteſt for 
all he had in the World, and which if given 


from him muſt not only reduce him to Beg- 
gary, but alſo render him liable to the ſevereſt 
and moſt ſhameful Puniſhment : Much. leſs, 


without knowing him, cou'd any one have 


| ſuſpeQted him to have been guilty of Crimes 


of that tremendous Nature, as one wou'd 


think the very Conſciouſneſs of ſhou'd have 


imprinted on his Face ſuch Looks of Horror, 
as no Diſſimulation cou'd have had power 


to gloſs. He was indeed a glaring Proof 


that a long habitude of Vice deſtroys the Sting 


of it, for all his Behaviour now and at every 


other Time, denoted that whenever he felt 


| any Anxieties they were not occaſion'd by the 
Memory of his Faults,but by the Fears of the 


- 


Puniſhment due to them. 

Let us behold him now however, in all 
appearance the molt gay and jocund Per- 
fon in the World — diverting thoſe that 


were with him in the Landau with merry 


Songs and Stories, and when they came'into 
the Inn, calling for a double Portion of every 
thing that cou'd delight the Senſes — paying 
liberally for all, and in fine doing every 
Action of a Man perfectly at Eaſe, and 
who had nothing in his Mind but how to 
convert Buſineſs into Pleaſure. Thoſe that 


thought well of his Cauſe doubted not a 


happy Iſſue of it, ſince he that was moſt con- 


| cerned ſeem'd ſo ſecure; and thoſe who by 


being better acquainted with the truth of 


Thiugs had reaſon to apprehend it wou'd go 


D 4 againſt 
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againſt him, gave into the Enjoyments of the 
preſent Moment, fo that nothing was to be 
ſeen but. Mirth and Jollity, 15 

But ſoon the Scene was changed into one 
as gloomy and diipiriting both to the Count 
and his Companions, and by an Accident 
perhaps as ſtrange as ever hapned, and ſhews 
that Heaven frequently brings Shame on 
wicked Men from that quarter whence they 
cou'd leaſt ſuſpect it. | ot | 
It has already been related to what Diſtreſs 
the Chevalier &:chard, during the Life of his 
Brother the Baron de Altamont had been re- 
duced; but we maſt go back a little and take 
a curſory View of the different Methods he 
put in practice for his Support, after he had 
iquander'd the ſmall Fortune left him by his 
Father. e 

It was a common thing with him to go 
from one County to another, run in Debt 
for every thing, under the pretence of waitin 
for Bills; and when he had ruin'd half the 
poor Country Peopie, quit the Place by 
Night, and remove to another, changing his 
Name and Livery to prevent Diſcovery. It 
hapned that being in a Town where the Ap- 
pearance he made, and the Character of his 
Family, for he then went by his real Name, 
gain'd him a great deal of Credit, particulariy 
With a wealthy Maltman, who lent him on 
Note three thouſand Crowns. e lived 
here in a very genteel manner, hid two 
Men who ſeemed to be his Servants and 
wore his Livery, but were in effect his Com- 
panions and Partners in all he crew by a thou- 
JJ land 
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ſand Artifices and Stratagems from the inno- 
cent and beguil'd People wherever he came. 
He converſed with the beſt Families, was 
every where well received, and no one 
doubted but he had a Fortune ſufficient to 
defray all the Expences he was at; tho' they 
knew he was at preſent out of Caſh, as any 
. Gentleman might ſometimes be, and which 
he never was without ſome plauſible Story 
to excuſe ; well ſatisfied, as indeed he had 
reafon to be with his quarters, he reſolved 
to make his Abode there as long as poſſible; 
but his Audacity had like to have coſt him 
dear — he grew at laſt ſuſpected, and every 
one who had any Property in his Hands be- 
gan to grow uneaſy. ee DEE. 
He was one Day at Dinner on an Invita« 
tion, with the High Sheriff of the County, 
and at that very time came a Warrant di- 
reed to him, to ſeize the Chevalier Richard 


de Altamont at the Suit of the Maltman. The 


Gentleman was extremely troubled at re- 
ceiving it when he was there: He pauſed a 
 Intle to conſider what he ſhou'd do, and 
thinking it wou'd be a breach of Hoſpitality 
to ſuffer an Execution of the Warrant on a 
Perſon who was his Gueſt, reſolved to de- 
fer it till ſome Opportunity ſhou'd arrive 
when it might be done without what he 
look'd upon as a Diſhonour to himſelf, ſo 
let him depart without taking the leaſt no- 
tice that any ſuch thing had been lodged 
againſt him. : 1 

The Chevalier Richard had the next Day 
ſome Information of the Maltmau's Deſign, 

5 . Ds aud 
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and finding what time the Warrant had been 
ſent to the Sheriff, knew it mult be while he 
was in his Houſe; and on this conceived a 
Stratagem of ſo monſtrous a Nature that one 
would imagine it impoſſible there could be a 
Man baſe and ungrateful enough even to think 
on, much leſs to put in practice. . 
Vet ſo it was, this Prodigy of all that's vile 
in human Nature, inſtead G. thanking the Ge- 
neroſity of the Preſerver of his Liberty and 
wiſely endeavouring to make up the Affair 
with his Creditor, ſent one of thoſe Wretches, 
who paſs'd for his Servants, to acquaint him, 
that if he did not ſend him four hundred 
Crowns, he would immediately let the Plaintif 
know he had been in his Cuſtody, and ſuf- 
| fer'd to eſcape. | 8 80 
How great a Surpriſe the Gentleman was 
in at ſo unexampled a Piece of Ingratitude 
may better be conceiv'd than deſcrib'd -——— 
*Tis poflible, that could he have come at the 
Chevalier Richard, he would have oblig'd 
him to give him that Satisfaction which a 
Man of Honour has a Right to exact from 
thoſe who uſe him ill; but this unworthy 
Branch of an illuſtrious Family kept himſelf 
too cloſe, and not receiving a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer to his firſt Demand, ſent a ſecond 
time to renew his Menace of making Infor- 
mation to the Plaintif. „ 


The high Sheriff was a Man of a very large 
Eſtate, and had little regard to the Sum re- 
quired of him, had he been to give it on any 
ſcore which he could anſwer to himſelf; but 
to be compell'd to give his Mony as a Low 
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for Treachery and the moſt black Ingratitude, 


could not but be very irkſome to any Man 
of Spirit —— On the other Hand, he was 
not inſenſible that if the Plaintif were really 


inform'd that the Debtor had Been in his Cu- 
ſtody after the Time of his receiving the War- 
rant, and permitted to depart, he muſt be ob- 
liged not only to pay the whole Sum charg'd. 
on him, but alſo liable to the Penalties in- 


flicted on thoſe who are wanting in the Excs 
cution of their Office. 


* 
* 


His Under- Sheriff being a Perſon he could : 


_ confide in, he communicated the whole Af- 


fair to him, who heard it with that Aſto- 
niſnment I believe will be felt by all who 
read it; but having well conſider'd in his 
Mind the Inconveniencies which might ariſe 
on a Refuſal, adviſed him to ſend the Mony 
to this abject Demander of it; but, ſaid the 


other, How ds I know that after I have ſuf- 
fered myſelf to be impoſed upon in this manner, 


JI may mot ſtill be importun'd for more, and 
even at laſt complain'd on for not having diſ- 
charg d the Duties of my Place? 

This was indeed an unanſwerable Objection, 
fince he, who could fo much throw off the 
Gentleman as to behave as the Chevalier had 
done in this Demand, might eaſily be ſup- 
poſed to ſcruple nothing: It was thought 
proper however to fend for the Fellow who 


had negotiated this ſhameful TranſaQion, to 


whom being come, the Sheriff imparted his 
Scruples, on which the Fellow went back. 


to his Maſter, to ask, what Aſſurance gñge 


would give that on the Paymem of the four 
4 hundted 
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hundred Crowns the Gentleman ſhould be in- 
demnitied, but ſoon return'd, with this An- 
1wer, that in caſe his Demand was complyed 
With, and he, the Sheriff, would give his 
Promiſe not to purſue bim, he would leave 
the Town that Night; aud, ſaid the Wretch, 
my Maſter further order'd me to tell you, in 
order to make you perfedt'y eaſy, that if any 
Information ſhould happen to be made againſt 
you, — myſelf and my Companion are reidy 
zo make Oath that the time the Warrant come my 
Maſter was in another County. —— Your own 
Servants, continued he, who ſaw him dine 
_ with you that Day, will duntbileſs hold their 
Tongues, and we ſhall ſwear point blank. _ 
It any thing could have adced to that con- 
ſternation the Sheriff was in before, this would 
certainly have done it: He was ſcarce able to 
make any reply to ſo execrable an offer, but 
glad to rid the Place of ſuch an abandon'd 
Company, he paid down the Mony and de- 
fired never to ſee or hear more cither of Maſter 
or Men. UE 3: e 
The wicked Chevalier perform'd his Pro- 
miſe in this Point, as it was his Intereſt to do 
fo, and flunk away in the Dead of Night, 
leaving his Creditors only the poor Com fort 
of exclaiming againſt his little Morality and 
their own two great Credulity. | 
So many Years had paſt nce this Tranſaction 
that the Country Gentleman had probably al- 
moſt forgot it, ani the Chevalier X ichara, 
now Count de Anglia, thought liitle of any 
thing but the preſent. But now zhe Time 
Was come, when it mould be revived in the 
. Memory 


, 
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Memory of both, very much to the Satisfaction 
of the Perſon who had been fo much impoſed 
upon, and the Confuſion and Vexation of the 
baſe Defrauder. . ETON. BS BEAT A 
* One of thoſe who accompany'd Count 
' Richard and was chiefly depended upon by him 
for his great Subtility in unravelling the moſt 
= Knotty Points of Law, happening to look out 
of the Window while Dinner was getting 
ready at their Inn, ſaw a Gentleman with tuo 
| Servants alight at the Gate, on which he turu'd 
haſtily about, and with a great deal of Plea- 
ſure in his Countenance, ſaid to the Count, 
My Lord, here is a Gentleman, for whom 1 
| have the greateſt Honoar, juſt arriv'd: ———= 
With your L ordfÞip's Permiſſion I will att him 
20 join Companies - he is the moſt chear- 
ul beſt-bred Man in the World. 1A 
Count Richard gladly comply'd, and the 
Lawyer went out to his Friend. After the 
mutual Compliments were over, he told the 
Stranger that being travelling on ſome Buſineſs 
with a Man of Quality, he ſhould rejoice to 
introduce him, and they might make but one 
Table His Friend accepted the Propo- 
= fal without asking the Name of the Noble- 
man, and came with him into the Room, 
Z where the Count ſtepp'd forward to receive 
= him with all the Politineſs he was Matter of | 
© — — Neither the length of Time, nor the | 
= Alteration it had made in both their Faces, 
could hinder each from thinking he was per- 
= fealy acquainted with the Features of the 
other; but when the Lawyer ſaid to the Count, 
| this My Lord is Mlonſieur Havias, aud a Per- 
5 — Von 
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| ſon who well deſerves your Lordſhip's notice; 
and then turning to his Friend, IJ is, dear 
Friend, the noble Couut de Anglia, zo whom 
¶ have the Honour to preſent you ; each ſtarted 
back as he had met a Gorgon. They ſtood 
ſome Moments ſilent, bur gave each other 
ſuch Regards as aſtoniſh'd the whole Com- 
pany — In fine, the Count knew Flavine 
to be the Sheriff he had ſo ungratefully uſed; . 
and Flavius ſaw in the Perſon of the Count 
de Anglia that Chevalier Richard who had 
made 10 ill a return to his hoſpitable Genero- 
fity —— *T is hard to ſay, whether that re- 
kindled Rage which had ſo long lain dormant 
in the Boſom of the one, or the Confuſion 
at this unezpeQed Meeting was moſt predo- 
minant in the other. 8 FE 
What! cryed Flavius vehemently, 7s it the 
Chevalier Rirchard de Altamont, zhat Chance 
bas brought me to at a Time and Place when | 
I may call him to accoant for the unmanly | 
Wrongs I bave ſuffer'd at bis Hands? 
Whatever Inadvertencies my Youth may have 
| been guilty of, rephy'd the Count, endeavou- 
ring to conceal the Shock he ſaſtain'd under 
an Air of Dignity, _ ought to be forgot, and, 
- lavius, learns more Reſpect to the Count de 
wglia. | 8 | 
Te, reſum'd the other, more fiercely than 
before, when the Count de Anglia Hall give 
any Teſtimonies to the World be has thrown «ff 
tbe Vices of the Chevalier Richard. Bat even 
| #hbat Title ſhews you ſtill the ſame baſe, abject, 
mercenary, ungrateful MWreteh you, were before 
your Brother's Death, and the Infancy of your 


injur'd 
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2 injur'd Nephew gave you Opportunity to aſe 


ſame it 


But, Count, or Chevalier, con- 
tinued he, I now exped? that Satisfaction of 
you which for many Reaſons I could not de- 


mand before. 


It could not be Expected but Expreſſions 
ſuch as theſe would be follow 'd by ſuitable 
Actions: Both their Swords were out at the 
ſame time, and they flew on each other with 
ſo much Precipitation, that it was as much as 
all the Company could do to part them with- 


out the firſt Thruſts they made being fatal to. 
one or both of them. A 


The Friend of Havius, ſurprized as he was, 


at the Accident, thought it his Duty above al} 
to prevent any Miſchief, and with much ado, - 


got him out of the Room : The Count was 
eaſily kept from following him by thoſe that 


remain'd with him; but when they ask'd the 


Meaning of what they had ſeen, the Anſwers 


| he made were too incoherent for them to 
| judge any farther of the Matter, than that in 
/ Spite of his atempting to evade it the other 
had the moſt Juſtice on his Side. | 


Flavius on the contrary ſoon became mo- 
derate enough to relate the whole Story to 
his Friend, who was ſo ſtruck with it, that 


from that Moment he reſolved to quit the 


Count, judging with Reaſon that a Man who 
could be capable of to vile an Action for a 
trifing Sum, might eaſily be guilty of what 
was laid to his Charge by the Chevalier Zames, 


when ſuch Stakes as the Eſtate, and Title of 
Anglia and Altamont were in queſtion. 


As 
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ſor who well deſerves your Loraſpip's notice; 
and then turning to his Friend, I is, dear 
Friend, the noble Count de Anglia, to whom 
I have the Honour to preſent you ; each ſtarted 
back as he had met a Gorgon.. They ſtood. 
ſome Moments ſilent, bur gave each other 
ſuch Regards as aſtoniſh'd the whole Com- 
pany In fine, the Count knew Flavins | 
to be the Sheriff he had ſo ungratefully uſed; | 
and Flavius ſaw in the Perſon of the Count 
de Anglia that Chevalier Richard who had 
made 10 ill a return to his hoſpitable Genero- 
— * | js hard to fay, whether that re- 
kindled Rage which had ſo long lain dormant 
in the Boſom of the one, or the Confuſion 
at this unezpeQed Meeting was moſt predo- BB 
minant in the other. 2-4 
What! cryed Flavius vehemently, 1s it the 
Chevalier Rirchard de Altamont, bat Chance 
has brought me to at a Time and Place when 
1 may call him to accoant for the unmanly 
Wrongs I have ſuffer'd at his Hands? 
Whatever Inadvertencies my Youth may have 
been guilty of, reply'd the Count, endeavou- 
ring to conceal the Shock he ſuſtain'd under 
an Air of Dignity, ay ought to be forgot, and, 
Flavius, learn more Reſpect to the Count de 
Anglia. 5 | i” 
Tes, reſum'd the other, more fiercely than 
before, when the Count de Anglia Hall give 
4 Teſtimonies to the World be has thrown «ff 
| tbe Vices of the Chevalier Richard. Bat even 
#hat Title ſhews you ſtill the ſame baſe, abject, 
mercenary, ungrateful Wretch you, were befure 
your Brothers Death, and the Infancy of your 
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ſume it 


yox which for many Reaſons I could not de- 
mand before. | At 
It could not be Expected but Expreſſions 


ſuch as theſe would be follow'd by ſuitable 


Actions: Both their Swords were out at the 


ſame time, and they flew on each other with 
| fo much Precipitation, that it was as much as 
all the Company could do to part them with- 
out the firſt Thruſts they made being fatal to 
one or both of them. "IEG 3 
The Friend of Flavius, ſurprized as he was, 


at the Accident, thought it his Duty above all 


to prevent any Miſchief, and with much ado, - 
got him out of the Room: The Count was 
eaſily kept from following him by thoſe. that 


remain'd with him; but when they ask'd the 


Meaning of what they had ſeen, the Anſwers 
be made were too incoherent for them to 
judge any farther of the Matter, than that in 
Spite of his atempting to evade it the. other 


had the moſt Juſtice on his Side. 
Flavius on the contrary ſoon became mo- 


gerate enough to relate the whole Story to 


his Friend, who was ſo ſtruck with it, that 
from that Moment he reſolved to quit the 
Count, judging with Reaſon that a Man who 
could be capable of ſo vile an Action for a 
trifling Sum, might eaſily be guilty of what 


was laid to his Charge by the Chevalier James, 


when ſuch Stakes as the Eſtate, and Title of 
Anglia and Altamont were in queſtion, 


As 
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As he was a cool and artful Man, he found 
the way to calm the Rage of Flavius, and bring 
him off the Reſolut on he had taken to fight 
the Count He repre'ented to him, that 
a Perſon who could act as he had done, ought 
Not to be treated like a Man of Honour, aud 
that there was a way to puniſh him which 
would not only be more ſafe, but alſo more 
Befitting the Nature of the Offence; and that 
is, Lid he, 10 oblige him to refund the Mony 
be defrauded you of. - 1 will take upon 
me to compel bim to it, ana after that you may 
act as you think proper. | 
Hlavius was at laſt prevail'd upon, and the 
Lawyer le't him to go and break the Matter 
to the Count, who on finding him fo well in- 
form'd of what he had done, was tranſpor- 
ted almoſt to Madneſs; but the other told 
him, that all his Paſſion would avail nothing ; 
the Mony he had extorted in the moſt unge- 
nerous manner from a worthy Gentleman 
who had entertain'd him like a Gentleman-— 
had Compaſſion of his Misfortunes, and rather 
choſe to infringe a little on Juſtice than give 
him up to Priſon; that the leaſt he could do 
vas now to pay it back; and concluded with 
aſſuring him, that if he refuſed to do it, the 
other was reſolved to ſue him, and bring the 
whole proceeding to a publick Trial : _This 
Menace accompliſh'd the Point, and, precious 
as that Sum was in his preſent Circumſtances, 
when he knew he ſhou'd have Occaſion for 
more than he had Power to raiſe, he put into 
his Hanes a Bill to the Value of it, and drawn 
upon a Perſon of undeniable Credit. | 


Count 
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Count Richard after this intreated him to 
make what Excuſes he could make for him 


to Havins and order it ſo, if poſſible, that they 


might be friends: The Lawyer reply'd 
he could antwer nothing as to that; and im- 
mediately left him and return'd to his F rieud 


—— Dinner being ſerv'd up, his Company was 
d-fired, but he ſend Word he could not leave 


Flavins who had ord<r'd ſome what to be got 
ready for them two. © 

 *P'is likely after what had hapned the Count 
S himſelf had little Appetite, but he put as good 
a Face as he could upon the Matter, and in 
order to eraſe as he imagin'd any Impreſſions 


the Words aud Behaviour of Flavius might 


have made-to his Diſadvantage on the Minds 

of thole who were with him, began to rail, 

and tell a thouſand ridiculous Stories of that 
Gentleman. 

| Thoſe two Friends in the mean time were 
diſcourſi ing on the different Pretenſions of the 


Uncle and the Nephew; and the Lawyer who 


was tenacious of his Reputation, as he grew 
more and more contirmed of the Injuſtice of 
his Client and had already determined to pro- 


ceed no farther in the Cauſe, agreed to return 
to the Capital with Flavius, who he found 


was going there; but being unwilling to de 
troubled with any importunities to the con- 
trary, he call'd tor Pen and Ink, and wrote 
the following Liucs. 


—— —— — ns 
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To the Count DE ANGLIA. 


My Lord, 


As I am extremely ſorry for your fake 
and that of your Family, a Perſon of your 
illuſtrious Deſcent ſhould be capable of an 
Action of ſuch as I have this Moment been 
convinc'd of, ſo I am glad for my own, 
that I have diſcover'd it before l had made 
any great Progreſs in Soliciting a Cauſe, 
which I fear will bring Shame on all con- 
cern'd in it: You mult therefore pardon me 
that I withdraw intirely from it; and at the 
lame time take the Liberty of reminding 


Ciples are a Diſgtace to Nobility, and will 
go a great way in perſuading the World you 
* have no real Claim to it, as well as 
| Naur Lardſhip's 2188 

moſt bumble, Qc. 
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your Lordſhip, that mean and baſe Prin- 
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This Billet he ſeal'd and gave it to one of . 


the Waiters, with Orders to deliver in it tothe Þ 


Count's own Hands, the Moment after he 
ſhould have left the Houſe. Then mounted, 
with Flavius who was impatient to proſecute 
his Journey; a Horſe he hired of the Man of 
the Houſe, without his Departure being ſo 
much as gueſs'd at by Count Krichard 


He, all this time was uneaſy in his Mind, | 


and (till continued ſending repeated Meſſages 
to his Lawyer, who he thought was in the next 
9 e Room; 
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| Room; but when atlaſt he was inform'd that 
be was gone with Flavius, and received the Let». 


ter he had left for him, he ſeem'd like one 
bereft of Reaſon. —— He had always look'd 
upon this Man as the chief Pillar of his Cauſe, 
and bis Defection might well fill him with 


mortal Apprehenſions: He found alſo that 

the two others ſhook their Heads, and begin 
todraw very diſagreeable Conclufions from this 
Adventure: All his Diſſimulation could neither 


dipiſiate their ill Hutnour, nor conceal his own; 
and all the reſt of the Journey was as dull 


ginning had been gay and pleafant. 
Thus do vile Actions, when we think them 


buried for ever in Oblivion, often riſe to light, 


and blaſt our moſt ſanguine ExpeQtations with 


Infamy and Diſappointment. : 
The Chevalier James had now alſo made 
the neceſlary Preparations for his Journey, but 


for the Reaſons above-mentiorn'd would not 


fet out till he heard his Uncle was on the 


Road. The parting between him and his 
beautiful and beloved Wife was agreeable to 


the exemplary Tenderneſs which had ever 


been between them, and which every Day 

rather increas'd than ſuffer'd any Diminution. 
Fain would he have prevail'd on her to re- 
main in the Capital; and by the Variety of 
Diverſions with which no City in the World 


fo much abounds, have endeavour'd to atone 
for the want of his Society; but all he could 


urge on this Head was ineffectual —— All 

Recreation in which he had no part was diſ- 

taſteful to her, and ſhe retired to that Coun- 
EE , 1 


and tedious to the whole Company as the ge- 
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try-houſe where they had paſt ſo many Manths 
together during the Time that the Preſervation 
of his Life obliged him to ſeclude himſelf from 
Ge WOrd. 1 £39): 
It muſt be confeſt that this was a rare In- 
ſtance ot conjugal Love, as the choſe not this 
Retirement becauſe ſhe was unknown to the 
great World; for on the contrary, ſhe had ap- 
pear'd in it, and been admired by Perſons of 
the firſt Diſtinction: One of the higheit born, 
beſt bred, and moſt accompliſh'd Noblemen 
of that Kingdom in which her Husband firſt 
aw Light, has frequently declared he knew 
no Lady who would more become grandeur, 
Or be a greater Ornament to the Nobility — _ 
and ſome others of equal good I aſte have 
— yet farther in their Encomiums on her 
Beauty and good Senfe — But theſe were 
not the Perfections this amiable Wife of the 
Chevalier James valued herſelf upon: Virtue, 
Modeſty, and the Well-performance of that 
Duty owing to ſo deſerving a Husband, were 
all ſhe ſeem'd ambitious of attaining —— Nor 
was it owing merely to the acquiring a Repu- 
tation that ſhe,choſe this ſolitude; but becauſe 
in teality it ſuited beſt with her Inclination to 


_ paſs the Days of Abſence in Reflexion on the 


Happineſs ſhe enjoy'd in being the only Ob- 
ject ot his Affection, in bringing back 
in Idea the many bliſsſul Scenes of their mu- 
tual I enderneſs, and in Prayers for his ef- 
caping all the Snares might be laid againſt his 
— Lite, and for the recovery of thoſe 
Dignities which were his Due by Birth, and 
which he fo well deſerv'd to wear by h's 
Virtue, | 5 Mac ario, 


6 


Macario, Amico, three other F riends, and 


by their reſpective Servants — ſeveral others 
were to follow with the Witneſſes which 
Amico had brought at the Hazard of his Life, 


as related in the firſt Part of theſe Memoirs, 


from Altamont aud the adjacent Counties. 


They went large Journies as knowing they 
no u'd have time ſufficient to get every thing 


in Order for the Trial, and ſtanding in no 


need of making any new Friends, or endea- 
vouring to excite a partial.indulgence in the 


Breaſts of thoſe in whoſe Breath lay the De- 


termination of the Heir, of Al:amont's Fate. 
The Count de Anglia had reach'd the Ca- 
pital of ******* four Days before the Che- 


valier James and his Friends arriv'd, where + 
the firit thing they heard was, that the Po- 


pulace had hils'd the Drums and Trumpets 
which his Creatures had hired to welcome him 


to Town; that he never appear'd without 
meeting wi ith ſome Inſult, tho? he trequently 
threw Mony; among the Rabble in order to 
purchaſe ther Good - will; that the Nobility 
ſhewed as much Averſenets to him as was 


conſiſtent with the Politeneſs of their Rank, 


never invited him to their Houſes, and took = 
all imaginable precaution to avoid his Com- 


pany either in pubajck or private. 

With ſuch like Treatment did this gene- 
rous Nation receive the unworthy. Uncle, 
while they were making all the Preparations 


cou'd be expected from the ſincereſt Friends 
to welcome his injur'd Nephew; and if the 


Count 
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a Gentleman of diltinguiſh'd Abilities in the 
Law, accompany'd the Chevalier, attended 


— . 
"I 


. : . 
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Count de Anglia was ſtung to the Soul to 
find himſelf ſo much the Object of Diſlike, 
he was infinitely more ſo to find the Chevalier 

ames that of an almoſt univerſal Love and 
Eſteem. Neither all the Airs of TI he 
aſſumed to awe the meaner fort into Sub- 
miſſion, nor the ſoothing Arts with which he 
_ endeavoured to win the favour of his Equals, 
had the leaſt effect either on the one or the other: 
He cou'd not attract even common Givility 
from the former, or prevail on the latter to 
hold any Converſation with him; ſo that he 
Might be truly ſaid to have the Fate which the 
Poet defcribes as that which in the next 
World is decreed for a ſuperlatively wicked 
Perſon. 1 | „ 
And thou ſoalt walk alone, forſaken Fury 


His Emiſſaries in vain eſſayed all the Pretences 


their ſubtil working Wits cou'd invent to var- 


niſh o'er their Patron's Crimes, his Preſence 
renewed the Memory of all the mean and 
ſcandalous Actions he had done in that Coun- 
try, and rendred every one eaſy of Belief of 
what they had been told he was guilty of elſe- 
where ; and when any one attempted to ſpeak 
in his behalf, he was immediately filenced 
with a loud Laugh, and ever after pointed at 

as he palſs'd for a Hireling and a Tool. 
Poor Anadea, wrong'd-as ſhe had been, 
was almoſt the only Perſon whom either him- 
ſelf or his Agents cou'd prevail upon to ſpeak 
favourably of him; and what ſhe ſaid on that 
Score had little weight, becauſe few believed 
| ſhe thought in her own Mind what ſhe en- 
„ deavoured 
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deavoured to inculcate in others; and eaſily 
ſaw it was for the ſake of her Children that 
ſhe conltrain'd herſelf to behave to him in a 


manner he little deſerved at her Hands. 


She had Prudence enough however not to 
be deceiv'd, as ſhe had formerly been, by Pro- 
* miſes: She obliged him to diſcharge what 
Z Debts were contracted on the Childrens Ac- 
count, and alſo to confirm the Settlement he 
bad formerly been compelPd by the Biſhop 
to make on them, which ſince his quitting 
that Kingdom, he had pretended was not 
Z ſufficiently binding, and thoſe young Inno- 
cents, Orphans while their Parents lived, 


wholly at his Option whether he ſhou'd pre- 


vide for them or not- 
| Tis likely indeed, that their Intereſt might 
make her zealouſly wiſh her faithleſs Huſ- 
band might get the better of the Chevalier 
* 7ames, becauſe ſhe very well knew there 
* wou'd be no Obligation on that young Noble- 

man to diſcharge any Engagements made by 
| his cruel Uncle; and tho? ſhe had heard a very 
high Character from thoſe that knew him, of 
| his ſweetneſs of Temper, Compaſſion and 


Generoſity, yet ſhe had no reaſon to expect 


he wou'd exert thoſe Virtues in favour of 
the Iſſue of a Perſon who had treated him 
| with ſo unparallel'd a Barbarity — to be 
natural therefore ſhe was forced to be znjuſt, 
and pray for the Succeſs of him who was in 
| the wrong, leſt the Innocent ſhou'd ſuffer by 
| right taking Place. „ . 
| As ſhe was very much beloved, People 
wou'd not ſhock her fo far as to oppoſe what 


Ka 


ſhe 


* 
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ſhe ſaid, in regard to the different Claimants, 
tho? they cou'd not acquieſce, and only told 
her, ſhe was a very good Wife, and an ex- 
cellent Mother, but ſhe too well underſtood 
the meaning of theſe Words, nat to perceive 
that all ſhe did ſerved only to render her own 
Character more bright, without wiping. off any 
part of the Filth with which that of the Count 


— 


In the mean time he gave an inſtance of 


Deceit, Hypocriſy and Effrontery which 


cou'd be equall'd by nothing, but ſome of 


his own former Actions : In order to impoſe 


upon the World, and gain belief that his Con- 
duct had been moſt groſly miſrepreſented in his 


Abſence; he made her the moſt tender Offers of 


living with her in the manner married People 
ſhou'd—— Proteſted in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, not only to herfelf but in the Preſence 
of all her Friends and Kelations, that thoſe 
who had reported he ever had retuſed to ac- 


knowledge her as his lawful Wife had done 


him the greatcſt Injultice —— that he ncver 


had any Intention to make any other Woman 


his Partner for Lite, and that whatever ex. 
curſions his amorous Inclinations had mace 
on Bravty, yet Hill he loved with Sincerity 
only his dear Azaaea, tho' a thouſand vexati- 
tious Circumſtances had prevented him from 


ſending for her to ####t* 


To excuſe the Cruelty of his turning her out 
of Doors, he pretended, and ſwore to it with 
ten thouſand Oaths, that the Woman for 
whoſe ſake he had behaved in a taſhion ſo: ÞÞ 
unbecoming a Husband, had given bim a 
| Draught 
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5 Draught which had ſo far ntoxicated his Senſes, 
that he knew not what he did, till the force of 


it was evaporated ; and that afterward a fooliſh 
Pride which he was now aſhamed of had 
hindred him from acknowledging what was 
more his Misfortune than his Fault. 

In fine, there was nothing they cou'd ac- 


cule him of, that he did not either deny with 


Imprecations, ſuch as made thoſe who knew 
them falſe tremble, or elſe find ſome Pretext 
for, which wou'd in ſome meaſure have alle- 
viated the Crime, cou'd they have gain'd 
Credit; but alas! the Reporter was too well 


knowp, and the Fiction too palpable to im- 


poſe on any one of common Underſtanding. 
Anadea was too diſcreet to provoke the 


violence of his Temper to any Extremities, 
or perhaps too compaſſionate, as knowing 
he had already ſufficient Cauſe for Anxieties, 


to add to them by ſeeming to disbelieve the 


fine things he now ſaid to her, and contented 
Herſelf with evading a Compliance to what 


he ask'd , without denying it in plain Words. 

It is certain, there was little Sincerity be- 
tween them; but the innocent Artifice the 
one mace uſe of may eaſily find excuſe for 


the ſake of the occaſion; whereas that of 
the other was {till an Aggravation of the 


tormer Injuſtice he had been guilty of to- 
wards her. | By 


Count Richard however, notwithſtanding 


all her ſoft Excuſes, ſaw ſhe was far from 


having forgiven him in her Heart, and was 


very much diſappointed that he cou'd not 


pet ſuade het to live with him, or to be ſeen 
E With 
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with him in any publick Place; not but he 
hated her no keſs than he had done, and no 
doubt wou'd have thrown her off a fecond 
Time after the end he propoſed to himſelf 
by a ſeeming Reconciliation was once ſerved ; 
but if he cou'd have accomplith'd his intent 
ſo far, as to ſhew the World ſhe was con- 
vinced of his Innocence in all the Crimes laid 
to his Charge, others he thought wou'd fol- 
low her Example, and by that means the 
Odium of Injuſtice and Calumny be thrown 
vpon his Adverſaries, among whom there was 
none he fo much fear'd as Amico, and, next 
to the Chevalier James himſelf who was his 
Competitor, fo much wiſh'd to Ruin. 
Diſtracted with the ill Reception he met 
with from all Degrees, and the Apprehenſions 
of what he had all the reaſon in the World 
to expect wou'd fall upon him, he was in 
_ continual Conſultations with his Agents, as 
we may ſuppoſe on Stratagems, no matter of 
what dreadful nature, to avert the Storm 
which ſeem'd jult ready to break upon him. 
But as what Di!courle paſt between them, or 
what Inventions were broached, hav yet 
never come to light, we will not pretvad by 
whom to [ay the tullo lack attempt was 
torm'd. | 
The Chevalier Jaht was with Macario, 
and ſome Gentlemen? of Diſtinction, one 
Night at a Tavern: Soon after Supper Was 
over, a Feilow who appeared like a W aiter at 
4 Coffee-houſe, enquircd for Macurio, and de- 
liveted him a Letter containing theſe words. 


Zo 
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| To Monfiexr MACAR10. 
SIR, ; 


Chance has brought me into the Com- 

pany of a Perſon who I find ſerved the late 
Baron de Altamont in quality of a Valet de 
Chambre: He ſeems perfectly acquainted 
with the Particulars of the Chevalier James's 
Birth, and many other Things which will 
be of infinite Service to us: l have got 

him over a Bowl of Punch, and made him a 

little merry, or he would not have been ſo 

communicative, for I find the Count 4e 

Anglia has been tampering with him, and [ 

believe there will be no getting him to appear 

as an Evidence l defire therefore that 

you will come to us on the Receipt of this, 

I will prolong the Converſation till you 

come, or at leaſt make ſome Pretence to 
renew it, and what you hear him confeſs, 
on a Subpœna he will be obliged to own 
el!@where Make ſome Excuſe to your 

178 for quitting them a Moment — 
I ſhall not delay you long, but 'tis abſo- 
S | « lutely neceſſary you ſhould come to, 
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= TT: Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 
s i MaARco. 
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The Name ſubſcribed was that of one of 
the Lawyers employed on the Chevalier's ſide, 
and on Macario asking the Man whence he 
brought this Letter, he named a Coffee - houſe 
three or four Streets off, which Macario had 
Often been at, and knew this Marco frequent- 
ed He therefore made not the leaſt Heſita- 
tion, but telling his Friends a Buſineſs of ſome 
moment obliged him to leave them for a 
while, but wou'd ſoon be diſpatch'd, went 
With the Man who came for him. i 
The ſame Fellow in leſs than a quarter of 
an Hour comes back to the Tavern, asks for 
the Chevalier James, who, preſently coming 
Out to ſee who wanted. him, was told Maca- 
io delired he wou'd come to him that Mo- 
ment the Chevalier asked where he was? 
the other anſwer'd —— Pleaſe to follow me, 
Sir, I will bring you to the Place. 

The Chevalier James had always been very 
much upon his guard in this Kingdom as well 
as the other, but he had not now the leaft 
Suſpicion of any Treachery He knew 
that Macario had juſt before been ſent for by 

Marco, and doubted not but there was a Ne- 
cecſlity for his Preſence alſo; therefore without 
any Scruple did as the Fellow deſired. They 
had not gone through more than two Streets 
before they enter'd into a very narrow Lane, 
where being but few Shops, and thoſe ſhut up, 
it was as obſcure as Villany cou'd wiſh 
Here the wicked Conducter ſtopp'd, and de- 
fired the Chevalier to walk on, ſaying he 
_ wov'd overtake him in half a Minute. — | 
1 his intended Victim, tar from any thought 
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of the Evil prepared for him, kept on his Pace, 
when the Report of a Piſtol and the 3 
of Bullets cloſe by him made him (tart an 
turn about, drawing his Sword at the ſame 
time. —— The Wretch having mifs'd his 
Aim flew like Lightening, nor cou'd the 
Chevalier be able to overtake him, tho” his 
Impatieace to make him confefs by whoſe 
Inſtigation he had been prompted to aſſaſſinate 
kim gave a Speed to his Feet, which cou'd be 
outdone by nothing but the Guilt and Fear of 
the other. oe.” 55 : 
The Chevalier Fames purſued 'till he loſt 
ſight of him in a dark Paſſige, where he thought 
it not adviſable to enter, leaſt others of the 


Gang might come to his Aſſiſtance. On his 


Return to the Tavern where he had left his 

Company he met with Macario and two or 

three Lights juſt coming out with a Delign of 
ſearching for him. | "of 


This Gentleman having been at the Coffee- 


Houſe, and neither finding Marco there, nor 


any Other Perſon that wanted him, preſently 


imagined there was foul play defigned, and 
ran back as faſt as he cou'd to the Tavern, 
where being informed the Chevalier Fames de 


Altamont had been ſent for in his Name, no 


longer doubted of the Truth, and all the 
Company as. well as himſelf, immediately 


reſolved to ſearch the Streets, either to pre- 
ſerve him, or revenge any Miſchief might have 


deen done. | 


The Joy that every one had to ſee him return 


in Safety was equal to their late Diſtraction ; 
but that of Macario was without all Bounds : 
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M acar, dear Chevalier James, ſaid he, 
never did I hope to ſee you more in a Condition 
to- return my Embraces. After the firſt Con- 
gratulations were over, he acquainted the 
whole Company wi h what had befallen him, 
and on examining his Hat they found one of 
the Bullets had gone through the -Brim, on 
which it was plain the Villain's Intention was 
- to ſhoot him through the Head. | 
This Eſcape was too extraordinary not to 
engrolſs the Attention of all who heard it: 
It wou'd be needlefs as well as tireſome to 
repeat the Exclamations every one made at fo 
.execrable a Deſigu, which none but laid to 
the Charge of the Count de Anglia, tho? it 
was impoſſible to prove it upon him, becauſe 
the Chevalier James had behaved in fo inoffen- 
ſive a manner, as to create him no Enemies 
but that cruel Uncle and his Adherents, neither 
wou'd his Death have been of any Advantage 
to any Other. 5 * 
The Stratagem however was very artfully 
contrived, whoever was the Author, and that 
it ſucgeeded not might be ſufficient to convince 
thoſe who disbelieve in Providence, that there 
is a Power unſeen who direQs all our Move- 
ments, and will not ſuffer us to exceed cer- 
tain Bonnds, tho* we endeavour it by means 
which to human Eyes appear impoſlible to be 
prevented. _ | „„ 

What but Heaven itſelf, or ſome appointed 
guardian Angel now held the Shield that 
warded the deſtructive Blow from the Che- 
valier Names No human Aid was near, 

. the intended Victim, unſuſpecting 
; Danger, 


TY * 2 WW 


— 
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— Time 
and Place favour'd the black Deſign— 


Contrivance to project, and Reſolution to 
execute were not wanting Ihe moſt 
ſudden as well as ſureſt Inſtrument of Fate 
was levell'd at the Seat of Life, and with fo 


Skilful an Aim as left not half a quarter of a 
Span between the Mark and Death. 


This Affair was ſo plain a Proof that the 


Deſtruction of the Chevalier James was of 
infinite Conſequence to Some-body, that the 


Perſon gueſſed at as the Author was looked 
upon With greater Det: {tation than ever. 


But now a Piece of Treachery of a dif 


ferent kind was brought to Light, and gave 
new ſubject for Aſtoniſhment. It has been 


related in the firſt Part of theſe Memoirs, that 


 Amico in going to ſearch into the Validity of 
the Chevalier James's Claim, was very much 


perplexed that there was no Regiſter kept in 
that Church near which the Caſtle of Altamont 


Was ſituated; but in this, and this alone his 
The Sexton who 


Enquiries were ſhort — 
had brought Juggan to him, and many other 


Perſons that remembered the Birth of that 
noble Infant, either knew not, or forgot to 
Inform him that the Regiſter of all the Births, 
_ Marriages and Deaths, that happened in that 


part of the Country, was kept, for greater 


Security, in a Church belonging to a large 


Pariſh in the next County; this Ignorance of 
ſo material a Point had given great Unecafi 
neſs to the Perſons concerned for the Che- 
valier James. Becauſe in all Diſputes 


of his nature where Eſtates are conteſted, 
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—— My (Lear, dear Chevalier James, ſaid he, 


never did I hope 10 ſee you more in a Condition 
zo. return my Embraces. Aſter the firſt Con- 
gratulations were Over, he acquainted the 


whole Company wi h what had befallen him, 


and on examining his Hat they found one of 
the Bullets had gone through the - Brim, on 
which it was plain the Villain's Intention was 
to ſhoot him through the Head. | 

This Eſcape was too extraordinary not to 


_ engroſs the Attention of all who heard it: 


It wou'd be needleſs as well as tireſome to 
repeat the Exclamations every one made at ſo 
execrable a Deſign, which none but laid to 


the Charge of the Count 4e Anglia, tho” it 


was impoſſible to prove it upon him, becauſe 
the Chevalier James had behaved in fo inoffen- 
ſive a manner, as to create him no Enemies 
but that cruel Uncle and his Adherents, neither 
wou'd his Death have been of any Advantage 
to any Other. | : 8 
The Stratagem however was very artfully 


conttived, whoever was the Author, and that 


it ſucgeeded not might be ſufficient to convince 
thoſe who disbelieve in Providence, that there 
is a Power unſeen who direQs all our Move- 


ments, and will not ſuffer us to exceed cer- 


tain Bonnds, tho* we endeavour it by means 
which to human Eyes appear impoſlible to be 
prevented. 

What but Heaven itſelf, or ſome appointed 


guardian Angel now held the Shield that 


warded the deſtructive Blow from the Che- 


valier Names No human Aid was near, 


| the intended Victim, unſuſpecting 
Danger, 


— 


and Place favour'd the black Deſign 
Contrivance to project, and Reſolution to 
execute were not wanting 


0 
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Danger, entirely off his Guard Time 


The moſt 
ſudden as well as ſureſt Inſtrument of Fate 
was levell'd at the Seat of Life, and with ſo 
Skilful an Aim as left not half a quarter of a 
Span between the Mark and Death. | 
This Affair was ſo plain a Proof that the 
Deſtruction of the Chevalier James was of 


infinite Conſequence to Some-body, that the 


Perſon gueſſed at as the Author was looked 
upon with greater Dete ſtation than ever. 
But now a Piece of Treachery of a dit 
ferent kind was brought to Light, and gave 
new ſubject for Aſtoniſhment. It has been 


related in the firſt Part of theſe Memoirs, that 
Amico in going to ſearch into the Validity of 


the Chevalier James's Claim, was very much 
perplexed that there was no Regiſter kept in 
that Church near which the Caſtle of Altamout 


Was ſituated; but in this, and this alone his 


Enquiries were ſhort The Sexton who 
had brought Jaggan to him, and many other 


Perſons that remembered the Birth of that 


noble Infant, either knew not, or forgot to 
inform him that the Regiſter of all the Births, 
Marriages and Deaths, that happened in that 
part of the Country, was kept, for greater 


— 


Security, in a Church belonging to a large 


Pariſh in the next County; this Ignorance of 
ſo material a Point had given great U neaſi 


[neſs to the Perſons concerned for the Che- 
valier James: 
of tdis nature where Eſtates are conteſted, 


Becaule in all Diſputes 


E 4 and 
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in that Church. 
imagined that he might very well aver this 
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and the Le gality of different Pretenſions are 
to be decided by Proofs, and not Tradition, 
the Church-Books are always refert'd to as an 
unqueſtionable Evidence, and every one 
thoughr it ſtrange that in a Place inhabited by ſo 
many Perſons of Diſtinction there ſhon'd want 
this authentick Teſtimony of their Deſcent, 
as it often happens that many Ages afterwards 
fuch I hings-come to be called in Queſtion ; 
and indeed it ſeemed ſo improbable that this 
ſnou'd be the Caſe, that it gave occaſion to 
ſeveral who were not convinced by other 
Circumſtances, to entertain ſome Doubts if 
the Chevalier James wov'd be able to prove 
himſelf in reality what he pretended. 

* Amico was n ask ed by the Council 
if he were certain bis Intelligence had not 
failed him in this Point? To which he as 
often replyed, That it was impoflible he ſhou'd 
be deceived, for that not only the Sexton, but 
Jaggan herſelf, and all to whom he mentioned 
the Affajr that had brought him to Altamont, 
aſſured him there never was a Regilter-Book 
Poor Gentleman, he 


fora Certainty, never once thinking that tho? 
there was not one there, it might not be elſe- 
where: A Miſtake which might have 
proved of fatal Conſequence to the Chevalier, 5 
had not the Count de Anglia himſelf, by de- 
ſigning to prevent all Knowledge of the Truth, 

diſcovered what elſe might perhaps have lain 
dormant till too late to beof any Service, and 


in this, as in all the Steps he took, aſſiſted his 


Competitor by attempting to undo him; veri- 
fying 


— 


—— 
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fying that Text of Scripture which ſays, The 
wicked digs a Pit for his Neighbour, and falls 
into it himſelf. | „ | 
Some Days before the Trial was expected 
to come on, Macario receives a Letter from 
the Country, containing this ſurprizing In- 
tormation. | — | 


To Monſieur MAC AR IO. 


1 
Hearing that the Son of the late Baron 
de Altamont is (till living, and in a Condi- 

« tion to aſſert his Right, as alſo that you are 
% one of the Perſons chiefly concerned for 

« him, I thought proper to give you timely 
notice of an Accident which perhaps you 
« may not be aware of, and might prove of 
© bad Conſequence if conceal'd any longer. 

& The Regiſter of the Nativity of the young 
„ Nobleman will doubtleſs be called for by 
the Judges on the Day of Trial, as I am 
„ told the preſent Count de Anglia pretends 
to deny there ever was fuch. a Child born; 
„I know not alſo, by the Experience I 
«© have of him, but he may even challenge you 
« to produce this Teſtimony, as he is too 
« ſenfible it is not in your Power to do it. 

« The Misfortune having happened through 
© my want of Precaution, it would be the 
« greateſt Baſeneſs to keep you in Ignorance 
« of it, or refuſe doing every thing in my 

- 4 one 
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and the Legality of different Pretenſſons are 
to be decided by Proofs, and not Tradition, 
the Church-Books are always referr'd to as an 
unqueſtionable Evidence, and every one 
thought it ſtrange that in a Place inhabited by ſo 

many Perſons of Diſtinction there ſhon'd want 
this authentick Teſtimony of their Deſcent, 
as it often happens that many Ages afterwards 
ſuch I hings come to be called in Queſtion; 
and indeed it ſeemed fo improbable that this 
ſhou'd be the Caſe, that it gave occaſion to 
ſeveral who were not convinced by other 
Circumltances, to entertain ſome Doubts if 
the Chevalier James wov'd be able to prove 
timſelf in reality what he pretended. _ 
* Amico was n asked by the Council 
if he were certain his Intelligence had not 
failed him in this Point2 To which he as 
often replyed, That it was impoſlible he ſhou'd 
be deceived, for that not only the Sexton, but 
Jaggan herſelf, and all to whom he mentioned 
the Affajr that had brought him to Altamont, 
aſſuted him there never Was a Regiſter-Book 
in that Church. Poor Gentleman, he 
_ imagined that he might very well aver this 
fora Certainty, never once thinking that tho” 
there was not one there, it might not be elſe- 
where: A Miſtake which might have 
proved of fatal Conſequence to the Chevalier, 
dad not the Count ae Anglia himſelf, by de- 
ſigning to prevent all Knowledge of the Truth, 
diſcovered what elſe might perhaps have lain 

dormant till too late to beof any Service, and 

in this, as in all the Steps he took, aſſiſted his 
: Competitor by afrempring to undo him; veri- 
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fying that Text of Scripture which ſays, The 


wicked digs a Pit for his Neighbour, and falls 


into it himſelf. 


Some Days before the Trial was expected 


to come on, Macario receives a Letter from 


the Country, containing this ſurprizing In- 


formation. 
To Monſieur Ma cAR IO. 


SIR, 


« Hearing that the Son of the late Baron 


« de Altamont is ſtill living, and in a Condi- 
tion to aſſert his Right, as alſo that you are 


one of the Perſons chiefly concerned for 


« him, I thought proper to give you timely 
«© notice of an Accident which perhaps you 
« may not be aware of, and might prove of 
© bad Conſequence if conceal'd any longer. 
„ The Regiſter of the Nativity of the young 
«© Nobleman will doubtleſs be called for by 


© the Judges on the Day of Trial, as I am 


„ told the preſent Count de Anglia pretends 


to deny there ever was fuch a Child born; 


% l know not alfo, by the Experience l 
© have of him, but he may even challenge you 
to produce this Teſtimony, as he is too 
“ ſenſible it is not in your Power to do it. 

The Misfortune having happened through 
© my want of Precaution, it would be the 


« greateſt Baſeneſs to keep you in Ignorance 
« of it, or refuſe doing every thing in my 
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% Power to hinder my Fault from being a 
« Prejudice to the Innocent. 
Kno then, Sir, that near three Years ſince, 
= © which was about the time ſome talk was 
= of the Chevalier James's Return, that ſome 
| time ago the prefent Count de Anglia came 
| down to * * ®, under the Pretence of viſiting 
1 « a Gentleman who rèéſides here. One 
| „ Pay atter Divine Service was over he told me 
5 « he wanted to [ce the Regiſter, on which I de- 
i ſired his Lordſhip to walk into the Veltry, 
| nu here l laid the Book before him —— He told 
e-** me it was only to gratify a fooliſh-Curiolity 
EY pt being ſatisfied in the Age of a Lady who 
| * he imagined was much older than the would 
have it believed After turning over 
| 1 5 *© ſeveral Leaves, he ſeemed to be taken with 


* a ſudden llinefs, fell back in the Chair, and 
% ina very faint Voice begy'd I would ſend 


L ſomebody for a Glaſs of Braudy ———On 
„% which I ran haſtily out and called to a 
| „ Man that ſweeps the Church ——the 
; Count appeared very ill at iny Return, but 
ot on drinking the Brandy was fomewhat re- 
1 „ vived——— He then examined the Book a 
** ſecond time, and told me he had found 
* what he ſearched for, and ſeem'd mightily 
| s pleas'd with an Opportunity of rallying the 


T Lady. | 5 | 

[ For my Part I thought no more of it, 

N til! ſome time after the Book being ſearch'd 

| * for another Birth, I found, to my great 

«« ſurprize, that a Leaf had been torn out 


| On endeavouring to account for this Ac- 
_ * cident, as l knew it had never been in the 
_ | = 1 ads 
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Hands of any other Perſon than myſelf, I 
« at Jaft recollected how I had intruſted it - 


« with the Count de Anglia, while, entirely 


« unſuſpecting any ſuch Villany, I went to 
order ſome Brandy to be brought him. 

Ee am ready, Sir, to depoſe upon Oath, 
that the Leaf deſtroyed was that which con- 


„ tained the Regiſter of the Birth of the 
% Chevalier James de Altamont, Son of Ar- 
&« zbur Baron de Altamont and of Mary his 
i Wie | Foro Er del —_ 

_ « It this Confeſſion of my fooliſh Inad- 
i vertency may be any Atonement for it. 


4 and the publick Repetition of what I -- 
te give under my Hand, repair the Injury in- 


„ tended by this baſe Action, I ſhall be eaſed 
of that Anxiety which at preſent I labour 


ee under, who am, SI X, 


Y.ur moſt humble, &c. 


Clerk of the Pariſh of in 
the Connty . 


P. S. Sir, I have this to add to the 


* above Jonformation, that the Count ds 
Anglia not having left our Town when I . 


made the Diſcovery of his Viilany, 1 went 
« to him, and accuſed him of it — 


e me if 1 did not ſwear to keep his having 


looked into the Church-Book an inviola- 


« ble Secret The fear of Death compell'd 


« me to do as he would have me at that 
time; but Juſtice aud the neceflity of the . 


« Occaſion 


On 
. & which he deſired me to walk with him into 
« a private Place, and threatned to murder 
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a Occaſion now oblige me to break through 
the enforc'd Obligation. 


This Letter being immediately communi- 
cated to Amice, he acknowledged the Over- 
tight he had been guilty of, and wonder'd 
at himſelf for having omitted ſo material an 
Enquiry. Macario, who was of a very gay 
Diſpoſition, rallied him in a facetious manner 
upon it; but as it was the only Miſtake he 
had ever made in the Affair, he had enough to 
urge in his Defence, and the Pleaſantry ſoon 
converted into a ſerious Admiration of the 
Divine Juſtice, who by Means ſo unforeſeen 
had brought to Light the moſt authentick 
Evidence that cou'd be of the Chevalier's 
Birth, and at the ſame time added to it a dou- 
ble Weight, by diſcovering the iniquitous 
Intentian of his Uncle to ſtifle it. = 

When the Council for the Chevalier Tame 
were informed of it, they preſently cried out 
one and all, that there needed no more—— _ 
that this Evidence was alone ſufficient to 
filence whatever the adverſe Party had to 
alledge. E | 

Now did Perſons of all Degrees flock 
far and near, eayer to be preſent at the De- 


cifion of a Cauſe which for ſo long a time 


had engroſs'd the Attention of the Publick— 
when on the Eve of Term, Count Krchard 
found a new Pretence to move by his Coun- 
eil that Trial might be poſtponed till a longer 
Day; but thoſe concerned tor the Chevalier 
James anſwered that this could not be com- 
plied with, unlets the Count would _ 
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his Privilege as a-Peer, having reaſon to ap- 
prehend that this Motion was made only 
with a View to put off the Trial till the Par- 
liament ſhould fit, and then ſhelter himſelf 
from it under the Sanction of his Privilege. 
To gain Time Count Rrchard conſented. 
to this, and a certain Day was now fixed for 
| the Cauſe to be brought on, from which the 
| Court aſſured him there ſhould be no re- 
ceding on any Excuſes whatever, and he 
made many Aſſeverations never to defire any 
| farther delay, —how religiouſly he kept his 
Word will hereafter be ſnevn. 
It is certain he flatter'd himſelf that by 
ProtraQing, he ſhould be able to ſhift off 
Ruin, and to that End employed all the 
Moments he had been favoured with in En- 
' deavours to find Perſons who had wicked 
Wit and Cruelty enough to aſſiſt him in de- 
| ſtroying the Claim of his innocent Nephew, 
or taking away his Life, the latter of which 
he was very near accompliſhing in the follow- 
ing manner. | k © 
There is a Place in that Kingdom of much 
the ſame nature with Newmarkes in Cam- 
bride ſhire in England, where the Nobility and 


Gentry, at certain Seaſons of the Year divert 


themfelves with Horſe-Races. Some Gen- 
tlemen of Diſtinction who were extremely 
intimate with the Chevalier James would 
needs have him accompany them, to which he 
readily conſented, as thinking it would be an 
agreeable Amuſement, and ſhorten the tedi- 
| oufneſs of the Time that was to paſs over 
| before the Juſtice of his Pretenſions ſhould be 
| | 5 | cleared. 
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cleared. Macario made one of the Party, 
but Amico choſe to remain in the Capital, in 
order to obſerve and defeat any clandeſtine 
and unfair Motions that might be made by 
Count Richard and his Adherents. © 
The Chevalier James was the more ſatisfied 
with this Journey, as he imagined his inhumane 
Uncle ſo hated, fo contemn'd as he now was, 
would avoid appearing at a Place which might 

be called the general Rendezvous of all the Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction in the Kingdom, and it can- 
not be ſuppoſed a Perſon ſo greatly injured, fo 
betrayed, fo perſecuted as was this young No- 
bleman, cou'd with any Degree of Moderation 
ſupport the Sight of him who was the cruel 
Author of all his Misfortunes. 
It may indeed feem incredible that a Man, 
ſuch as Count R:chard, ſenſible of being the 
object of general Deteſtation that never 
ſhewed himſelf in publick without meeting 
Atfronts which more and more convinced 
him of this Truth, ſhould not have choſe 
rather to ſhun all Converſation, than endea- 
vour to intrude himſelf as he did; but he had 
got a falſe Reaſoning into his Head, that by 
ſeeming to contemn Inſults he ſhould by 
degrees bring People to' become weary of 
offering them, and alſo to believe he in reality 
deſerved them not, and this Opinion no one 
attempted to confute——it was not the Inte- 
reſt of*his Sycophants to do it, tho? they in 
private laugh'd at him for it; and Men of 
Honour thought it beneath them to give them- 
ſelves any trouble about a Perſon who ſeem'd 
abandon'd, and in a manner dead to _ of 
1 2 hame. 
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Shame. He therefore: following the d' ctates 


of his own Pride and ary went to the 
ublick Walks — To the Pl 

The Court, — and even forbore not to 

prophane the Temple with his impious Feet. 

Lifting his hypocritical Eyes and Hands 

to Heaven while his Heart was meditating 


ayhouſes —— 


new Frauds, — New Perjuries, — New 
Murders and every Act of Hell. 8 


Full of the moſt miſchievous Intent, and as 
he thought amply furnith'd with the means of 
executing it, he no ſooner heard the Chevalier 


James de Altamont had agreed to go to the 
Races, than he ſet out attended by his whole 
Poſſe of Dependants, ſome in the Shape of 


Servants, others in that of Companions, but 
who had all enter'd into a Combination againſt 


the Chevalier James de Altamont, and ſworn 


to omit nothing that might rid their Patron 


of all his Apprehenſions on that Score. 

As the young Nobleman converſed but 
little except with Perſons of the higheſt Rank, 
ſome or other of whom he was rarely abſent 
from, his Enemies in vain ſought an Oppor- 
tunity of putting in practice the Projeds they 


had form'd againſt him; and the wicked Count, 


during the whole Time of being there, had 
only the Mortification to ſee his Adverſary 


treated with the ſame Reſpect he could have 
had if in actual Poſſeſſion of the Dignity he 


claim'd, and himſelf look'd upon as already 


' degraded from all the Honours he had al- 


ſumed. _ Ds | 
The Races being ended and every one pre- 


paring to return either to the Capital or where 
: ever 
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ever their Buſineſs or Inclinations carried 
them, he became almoſt mad with the Diſap- 
pointment he had ſuſtain'd. — His unſuc- 
ceſsful Emiſſaries felt the Weight of his Rage 
not only in Words but Blows, which it was 
his Cuſtom to deal very plentifully on all who 
he knew durſt not reſiſt. They made 
uſe of all their Arts. to bring him into bet- 
ter Temper, but he foreſaw the Fate that 
muſt infallibly attend him, if his Nephew came 
alive to the Capital, where being continually 
on his Guard he diſpair'd of compaſſing his | 
Deſign, and all the Anſwers their Flatteries 
| now received from him, were ſuch as was fl; 
| indeed the due Reward of the Crimes they | 
had been guilty of. He was in one of 
theſe Fits of Deſperation when a Servant lll ; 
brought him Intelligence that the Chevalier 1 
˖ 
\ 
h 
[ 


Fames, accompanied only by Macario and 
three other Gentlemen, and their reſpective 
Servants all on Horſeback, had that Moment 
left the Town. Let as purſue him then, 
, cried the outragius Count Richard, laying his 8 
Hand upon his Sword, we are more than 
donble their Number, and if you are not the ſy 


verieſ Cowards and Poltrons that ever an un- 
happy Nobleman depended on, we may vet put th 
an End to the hated Life of this Pretender, t 


They all ſeem'd no leſs reſolute than him- I 
ſelf, and renew'd the Vows they before had 7 
made of diſtroying a Life, which by all it had e 
yet produced, promiſed to do Things that would Im 
retrieve the Honour of a Family too much ur 
ſullied by one unworthy Branch of it. 
The Count's Chariot and fix were made ready 

E | umme 


like ſo many Furies arm'd for Miſchief, moun- 
ted their Horſes and follow'd the Tract thoſe 


of the Chevalier and his Friends had left - 
The wicked Speed they made, ſoon enabled 


them to overtake thoſe, who having taken this 


Journey only for Pleaſure, rode at their eaſe. 


| The intended Sacrifice once in View, 
the Count's Poſtilion, as was agreed on, be- 


gan the Fray by loading the Chevalier James 


with many abuſeful Names, mingled with re- 
proaches on his Birth, and taxing him with at- 
iempting to impoſe on'the Worid. —— The 
Heir of Altamont hearing himſelf thus inſul- 
ted by a Wretch who he doubted not but was 
inſtigated to it by his injurious Maſter, would 
have chaſtiſed his Inſolence in a manner be- 


fitting it ; but was withheld by one of the 


Gentlemen, who perhaps gueſſing at the Mo- 


tive of the Fellows Impudence, thought it 


would be moſt prudent, as indeed it would 


have been, to diſappoint, by ſeeming not to 
regard any thing was ſaid, whatever Ends 


might be propoſed by it. — _. 


he Coachman, however, ſeconding what 


the other had began, the generous Blood of 
Macario boiled in his Veins; he no longer was 
the Maſter of himſelf or that juſt Reſentment 


the Wrongs done to ſo noble and ſo dear a2 


Friend excited in him. He rode to the 
Chariot-Side, and told the Count it ill be- 
came the Dignity he at preſent bote, to per- 


mit his Servants to attront any Gentleman 


upon the Road. 


what 
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immediately — His Inſtruments of Wrath 
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What Gentleman? reply's the Count di- 
dainfully, The Fellow, id bh. my Men are 
ſpeaking, has no Right to the Title of a Gent: 

man, bat is an Impoſture and a Scoundrei — 
HHacario here loſt all Remains of Patience, 
and looking fiercely on him, Ixfurious and 
 exaacions Man, cry'd he, alight, aud anſwer 
with your Sword the [ndignities of you 
Tongue. 5 : 8 | 
While he was thus ſpeaking to the Count, 
thoſe who were on Horteback rode op as 
near as they could to the Chevalier James, and 
pretending to take the Part of the Coachitan 
and Poſtilion, faid many things too grols for 
_ Repetition, the Gentlemen who were in his 
Company now 10 leſs incens'd than Macars, 
drew their Swords —— The Chevalier him: 
ſelf was no longer reſtrain'd — The at 


verſe Party, who wanted no more than an 
Excuſe for falling on them drew alſo, and there 
began a Kind of Battle. —— Macario on this 
quitted the Count's Chariot and flew in among 
them — he had no ſooner done fo than 
perceiving all their Blows were aimed at th: 
Heir of Altamont, he put himſelf before him, 
ſuſtaining az much as poſſible all the Ill inten- 
ded for him, till finding they were like ti 
be overpower'd by Numbers, be cryed to him 
turning his Head fo as not to be heard by the 
Enemies, The Miſchref is intended ſolely | 
you — For Heaven ſake fly, Sir, we will ker 
them at bay while you eſcape. 
The Chevalier perfectly convinced his Frien 
Was not mijltaken, and loth to fall at Jalt 
Viction to that Cruelty whoſe Effects he " 
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ſo deeply experienced, took his Advice, and 
while the Skirmiſh laſted, clapp'd Spurs to 


his Horſe, which being an excellent Beaſt, 


2 him in a Moment a good Diſtance 
01 —ů—— 1 . | 
His Flight was perceiv'd by ſome of the 
Count's Men, who, quitting the others, rode 


after him full gallop. —— This one of the 
Gentlemen engag'd had the good Fortune to 


Obſerve, and follow'd the Purſuers in hope 
of being ſerviceable to the Chevalier James, 
in caſe he ſhould be overtaken by the Ruf- 


fians. | 


The Reſt of the Aſſaſſins, for fome time, 
continued the Fight with Macario and the other 
two Gentlemen, aſſiſted by the Servants on 
both Sides, till Count Richard, who all the 


while ſat a Spectator in his Chariot, and had 
ſeen the Motions of the Chevalier and 
thoſe that follow'd of his Party, order'd the 
Coachman to drive on with all the_Speed he 
could, V 
The Chevalier James, in the mean time, 


thinking to make the beſt of his way from 
thoſe who purſued him, miſtook the Road, 


and inſtead of reaching ſome Inn or other 


Place of Refuge, as he intended, ſoon found 


himſelf in a wild deſart Part of the Country 


He ſtill heard the trampling of Horſes behind 


him, — and three different Diſcharges were 


made at him by his Purſuers — The Bul- 


lets Whiz'd by him, and were loſt in Air, 
while his Horſe, as if ſenſible of his Maſter's 


danger, bore him through Hedges, and Dit- 
ches, neither ſtopping his Career at the 3 ; 
; : — ; - - pe % 
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peſt Mountains, huge Peices + * diſlocated 
Rocks, which in thoſe Barren Wu. des lie ſcat- 
ter'd thick, nor Lakes, nor Bogs, —— T he 
latter of which, alas! had like to have put a 
melancholy End to theſe Memoirs A 
Mask of Greenſword covered the tempting 
Ruin, —— The Horſe and Rider, equally de- 
ceiv'd, made toward it, unapprehenſive of 
DettruRion 'till both were well-nigh {wallow'd 
up — Of all the Perils the Chevalier had 
known, this was the greateſt —— Now was 
the Avarice, Ambition, Cruelty of his Uncle 
the nearcſt being gratify'd thoſe pernicious 
and diabolical Qualities ever were. The Boy 
was not of that tremendous Depth of ſome 
with which that Country abounds, and reach'd 
but a little above the Waſte of the Chevalier 
James; as he (till fat his Horſe : the poor Beaſt 
labour'd with all his Might to get his Legs 


out of the quaggy Subſtance, which is much 
thicker at the Bottom than the Top, the ſtre- 


nuous, tho? vain Efforts he made, ſhook his 
Rider with ſuch force that he no longer could 
keep the Saddle and threw him into the Slough, 
where he muſt infallibly have immediately 


periſh'd had not he had preſence enough of Mind 


to pluck one of his Feet out of the Stirup, 


ſiuopporting himſelf in the mean time on the 


Other, while he catch'd hold of his Horſes 
Main, and hanging by that, in a kind of double 
Poſture, prolong'd his Breath till the Beaſt 
quite ſpent with fruitleſs Toil, and more en- 
cumber'd with the Weight of his Maſter, 
could hold his Head no longer above the Mire, 
but ſank into it and was ſaffocated, His Fall 

| plung'd 
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tlung'd the Chevalier in with him, and one 


of the two Wretches who had purſued him to 
the Verge of the Bog, and ſaw all that hap- 
pened, preſently cry'd out to the other, Come, 
let us go back —— he has done his own Buſineſs 


and ſpared us the Guilt, _ 


The Gentleman before mention'd, who, 
anxious for the Safety of the Chevalier, had 
follow'd his Purſuers as cloſe as he could, 


came up with them timely enough to hear 


theſe Words, and had alfo while at a Diſ- 


tance ſeen the Accident had happened to that 
young Nobleman - He therefore ſuf- 
fer d the Ruffians to paſs by him without 
taking any Notice of them, and then im- 
mediately diſmounted to try if there were 
ny Poflibility of relieving the Chevalier, 


who, by the Motion of the Mud, he ima- 


rined was {till ſtruggling for Life 


Let any one. who has a generous Soul fi- 


pore to himſelf the Contuſion and Grief 
this Gentleman was in at the Sight of a Per- 


ſon who ſo much deſerved and poſleſt his 
beſt Wiſhes, periſhing before his Eyes, and 
be deſtitute of all means of delivering him. 


— — The Exclamation his Agony ſent forth 
drew ſome poor country People about him, 
to whom he declaring the Occaſion of the 
Diſtraction he appear'd in, three or four of 


them, ran into, or rather upon the Bog, ſo 


dkillful are they in treading it, and as it 
was but a very ſmall Diſtance from the firm 


Land that the Chevalier had fallen, they drag'd 
dim out with a Dexterity that very much 


lurprized the Gentleman. 


But 
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But alas! how pitious was the Spectacle!— 


the late alert and ſprightly form was now 


ſtretch'd on the Graſs motionleſs — thoſe 
Eyes which diffus'd Cheerfulneſs in all that 


look'd upon them, now ſeem'd clos'd in 


Death — the Peaſants: aſſiſted the Gentle- 
man in Wiping the Mud off his Face, but 
cou'd not reitore the Roſes to their ac- 
cuſtom'd dwelling in his Cheeks, thoſe and 
his Lips had now the livid Livery of the 
Grave. This worthy Friend, however, ex. 
amining his Pulſe, thought he found ſome 
motion in it, which tho* Faint, diſcovered 
Life had not yet entirely left her Seat — 
he therefore, directed the Peaſants to bear 
him to the next Cottage or Houſe that pre- 
ſented itſelf: As it hapned there was one 
at a ſmall diſtance where they laid him on 
a Bed, and while ſome were employed. in 
waſhing him, others ran in ſearch of à 
Surgeon. Se 


But I win not prolong the 'Palpitation 


which mult infailibly ſeize the Heart of 
every honelt Reader at this part of my Nar- 
rative —— a Vein being open'd, and other 
proper means applied, the Heir of Altamont 
was once more in a Condition to give Plea- 
fare to his Friends, and terror to thoſe cruel 
Enemies who endeavoured to deſtroy what 
was ſo viſcdly the peculiar Care of Heaven, 
Macarto, the other Gentlemen, and the 
Servants, having been left Maſters of the 
Field by the Count's Party, began to beat 
the Road in ſearch of the Chevalier James, 


and their Other Friend —— a long time they 
—_— call'd 


0 
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cad — hollow'd, and rode backwards and 
„borwards, inquiring of every one they met, 
. Wit any ſuch Perſons had been ſeen; but all in 
tuin, till chance directed them to the Cottage 
where the Gentleman's Horſe being tied 
to a Tree before the Door, aſſured them that 
+ © one of thoſe they ſought was within that 
Place. | | | 

The Chevalier James was but juſt come to 
himſelf when they -enter'd : At firſt fight of 
him in this Condition Macario cou'd ſcarce 
thank Heaven for having brought him where 
he was, becauſe the Poſture this dear Friend 
was in, jotn'd with the extreme Paleneſs 
and Dejection of his Countenance, gave him 
moſt terrible Apptehenſions, that he was found 
only to be loſt tor ever. — He ask'd a thou- 
ſind Queſtions in a Breath without allowing 
time tor any one of them to be anſwer'd —fo 
a great was his Impatience, that it delayed for 

JJ conliderable time its own Gratification ; 
n bat when the hurry of his Spirits permitte d 
of bim to hear the whole Adventure as it was 
r- related by him to whom, next Heaven, the - 
er Heir of Alzamunt owed his Preſervation, his 
a: Thanks to the kind care of the one, and 
* Congratulations on the ſafety of the ot her, 
ol ſeem d to flow from inexhaultible tunds ot 
gat Gratitude and Joy. 

| The Country Fellows, who had aſſiſted in 
he! bringing him to this Place, and had all the 
he time the Gentleman was repeating the Ac- 
eat dent, ſtood gaping with attentive Ears, no 
es, ſooner underſtood that it was the Chevalier 
oy James de Aitamunt who had been in this Dan- 


I'd | | per 
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ger, and that he had been brought into it by 
the Stratagems of his inhumane Uncle, than 
they ſent forth a cry of Aſtoniſhment— | 
the People of that Country are naturally 


loving, hoſpitable and generous — Diſpoſi- 


tions which cou'd little forgive the abomi- 


nable Practices of Count Richard — his Cha- 


racter was unknown to few of them, and 
what they now heard of him confirming what 


they had been told, drew from them the moſt 
- bitter Execrations on him. HE 


While ſome were ſent to a Neighbouring 


Publick-houſe, to order ſome burnt, Wine 


for the Refreſhment of the Chevalier and 
thoſe about him, and others to hire a Horſe, 
one of thoſe that remain'd diverted this wor- 
thy Company in his plain honeſt Faſhion 
with the following Narrative ETC 

1 remember this Count de Anglia, as they 
now call him, ſaid he, long betore he ever 
thought to be ſuch a great Man, his Brother 
was alive then, God reſt his Soul! and as 
good natur'd Charitable a Gentleman as ever 
trod Shoe-leather ——this Chevalier Richard 
had ſpent him a power of Money they ſay, and 
done a thouſand ill 2 by him, and by all 
the Gentlemen in the County; yet I know 
not how it happen'd, but by Intereſt he got 
to be a Juſtice of the Peace, and ſuch a ſu- 
ftice he made as was never ſeen here, fince 
the Days of Saint Patrick —- he debauch'd 


* 


all the handſome Women round the Covn- 
try, and then ſent their Husbands to Priſon 


for complaining — then he had no more 
Mercy upon the Poor, than I wou'd haye on 
e 


* 
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my Enemies Dog that had bit me — I was 


once brought before him for ſome fooliſh 


Words I had ſpoken in my Liquor belike, 


and after ſome talk of the Matter, my Ad- 
verſary was willing I ſhou'd be diſcharged; 
but this ſame Chevalier K ichard inſiſted on 
my 9415. the Warrant; — I told him 
had no Mony, he ſaid, then I mult ſend 
home and make Mony how I cou'd, for 
he wou'd ſend me to Priſon notwithſtanding. 
if I did not pay him—— on this I told him 
the Truth, that I did not know how to raiſe 
ſo much at prefent, my Wife having lately 
lain in of two Boys, and that I had five 
ſmall Children beſide, and that I hoped his 
Honour wou'd forgive me. I might as 
well have pray'd to the Devil for a 

good Office, 1 found, as to him — he ſwore 
1 ſhhou'd lie in Goal, and wou'd have ſent 


me there ſure enough, if he had not happen'd 


to look on my Feet, and ſaw I had a pair 
of Buckles in my Shoes — give me them 
Buckles, ſays he, and when you get the 


Mony you may have them again — I durſt not 
refuſe, tho' I was very loth to part with 
them, being given me by my Wite's Father; 


yet as I thought he wou'd have ſcorn'd to 
keep them, I e'en pluck'd them out, and laid 
them upon the Table before him; — but 
what do you think, I borrow'd the Mony of 


2 Neighbour the next Day, and carried it to 


him, asking for my Buckles at the ſame time; 
but he finding he had got a Booty, for thev 
were pure Silver, told me, I ſhou'd have 
redeemed them fooner, and he was not ob- 


1 lig'd 
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lig'd to return them to me. So Gentlemen, 
I loſt my Buckles, and durſt not repine, for 
I knew well enough that if I had ſpoke the 
leaſt word, he wou'd have taken me up for 
Scandal. 5 | HEY 
None of the Company, the Chevalier 
James excepted, cou'd forvear Laughing, 
both at this Story and the Fellow's way of | 
' repeating it; but that young Nobleman only | 
ſhook his Head, and ſaid, that in ſpite of all 
the unexampled Barbarity with which he had 
been treated, yet he had ſtill that Tenderneſs 
for the Brother of his Father, as to be ſorry 
whenever he heard any thing of him ſo un- 
worthy of the Blood trom whence he ſprung. 
Here I cannot forbear acquainting my Rea- 
der with a piece of ſecret Hiſtory, which 
was whiſper'd about in the Childhood of the 
Chevalier R:chard, and which ſome Paſlages 
afterward, but much more his own Behaviour 

when he came to Maturity, made man 
People believe — I will not however ſet it 
down as Fact, but relate all the Circumftan- 
ces as | have many Times heard them re- 
peated, and leave every one to judge as he 

thinks moſt reaſonable. „ 3 
The Baroneſs de Alzamont, Mother to the 
Baron and the Chevalier Richard, was a 
Lady of a very weak and delicate Conſtitu- 
tion, and fo extravagantly fond of her Chil- 
dren, eſpecially in their Infancy, that ſhe often 
prejudiced herſelt by her over-care of them. 
Having ſuffer'd more than Pony on the 
Birth of the Chevalier K:chord, her Phyſicians 
thought it proper the Child ſhou'd be ſen: 
EE Ro abroad 
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broad to Nurſe, as they found ſhe was every 


Moment calling for him to be brought to 
her Bed, which hindred her from taking that 


Repoſe which was neceſſary for regaining 


her Strength. N 


This Advice was complied with, on a 


Promiſe that Meſſengers ſnou'd be every day 
ſent to the Nurſe's Houſe to obſerve the uſage 


was given to the young Chevalier. 


The Perſon made choice of for this impor- 
tant Traſt, was a comely young Woman who 
had lain in of a Boy not above three Weeks 
before the Baroneſs lhe lived about a Mile 
diſtant from the Capital, in an extreme plea- 
ſant Place, had a Houſe decently furnith'd, 
and a very ſober Husband who work'd hard 
at daily Labour for the Support of his 
Family. : nd 
_ Thither was the noble Babe conveyed, and 

thoſe that were continually employed during 
the Time of the Baroneſs's keeping her Cham- 
ber, in going to enquire after his Health, 


always brought her the moſt fatisfatory Ac- 


counts; ſhe was told however, that the 


Nutſes's Child was dead, but as they aſſured 


her it was not of the Small-Pox, or any 


other infectious Diſtemper, the News was uo 


concern to her. | 
It was near two Months before this Lady 

after parting with her Son faw him again, as 

thinking him too tender to be brought into 


| the Air, and her own Weakneſs not ſuffer- 


ing her to go to him — the Report it ſeems 
then was that on fight of him, the prelently 
cried out, this is not my Child; it is certain 

„„ FS | that 
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that nothing is more common than for the 
Countenance of ſuch young Infants to alter, 
and this Lady not having ſeen him during the 
change, it might be more perceptible to her, 
than had he never been out of her Sight. 
This however, and ſome other Expreſſiòns to 
the ſame Purpoſe, after ſhe came home, gave 
occaſion to ſome People to imagine the 
Nurſe had impoſed upon her, and that it was 
in reality the Chevalier Richard de Altamont 
who died, and not her own Child, whom ſhe 


took this Opportunity of making paſs for the | 


Iſſue of that illuſtrious Houſe. 5 
"He was however acknowledg'd as ſuch, 
brought up in the Family, and accordingly 
educated ; the Surmiſes concerning his Iden- 
tity wore off by degrees, and the occaſion 
of them wou'd probably have been no more 
remember'd, had he not as he grew up be- 
tray'd a meanneſs of Soul ſufficient to have 
made his Origin been call'd in Queſtion 

without any other Motive for the doing fo. 
Neither was this all, after he came to the 
Enjoyment of his Fortune by the Death of 
the old Baron de Altamont, his Nurſe's Huſ- 
band was obſerved to be frequently with 
him — that whatever Company he had, this 
Man wou'd not depart without ſeeing him— 
that the Chevalier always took him into his 
Cloſet, had ſometimes long Conferences with 
him, and was known by many Circum- 
{tances to give him conſiderable Sums of 
Mony. even at Times when he ſtood in need 
of it himſelf to ſatisfy his Creditors — f 
The Pride and Avarice of the Chevalier Richard 
a | ON 
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on other Occaſions was too well known not 
ro make his Condeſcendencies and Liberality to 
this Man appear ſtrange to thoſe that diſco- 
ver'd it —— They ſpoke of it to others, and 
altogether ſerved to revive the Diſcourſe, that 
: _ formerly been of. the Exchange of Chit- 

ren. bo etl: | 

The ſmall Share of natural Affection he 
teſtify'd for any of that illuſtrious Family, of 
which he was a reputed Branch, the Impoſi- 
tions he put in practice on the eldeſt Son of. 
it, the young Baron de Altamont; the lea- 
ding him into Broils, to which of his own 
Diſpoſition he was averſe, and in fine, his 
being the primary Occalion of all the Miſtakes 
and Irregularities in conduct that Nobleman 
was guilty of, even before the Diſcovery of 
his unparallel'd Inhumanity to his Nephew, 


| was enough to raiſe Doubts of his being of 


the ſame Blood. 


I have heard it confidently reported, that 
the honourable Mrs. D- Siſter to the 
old Baroneſs in a quarrel ſhe once had with 
him, reproach'd him with. having been intra- 
ded on the Family, and told him, he was a 
changling — But as things of this nature are 
not always worthy of being credited; and 
where no Proofs can be given, we ought. 
not to depend on what js meerly conjectutal, 
1] ſhall leave this Story as I found it, without 
pretending to make any Comments of my 
own, or offering to obtrude my private Opi- 
nion on the Minds of others. | 
*Tis probable that nothing of this Rumour 
ever reach'd the Ears of the Chevalier James, 
| 723 for 
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for tho? the Generoſity of his Nature would 
have made him concern'd at knowing any Man 
could be guilty of things fo unworthy the Dig- 
nity of his Species, yet he would doubtleſs have 
been leſs fo, if he had thought there was a 
Poſſibility that this great Criminal, this ſu- 
perlatively wicked Man, was not of his own 
Blood. = 62:5 

He had indeed ſufficient to conſole him for 
the Barbarity of one Man, in the fincere good 
Wiſhes and Eſteem of all others that knew 
bim — Macario himſelf could ſcarce expreſs 
more Concern for the Accident that had hap- 
pened to him, or more Joy at finding it 
would be attended with no ill Etftects, than 
— Gentlemen who had been Witneſſes 
(tit. | 

A freſh Horſe being brought from the next 
Town for the Chevalier James, they all moun- 
ted and made the beſt of their Way to the Ca- 
pital, where he received a Conſolation ſuffi- 
cient to have made him forget greater Hard- 
ſhips than he had to complain of, which was 
a Letter from his dear and lovely Wife, ac- 
Auainting him, that ſhe was in perfect Health, 
and wanted nothing but his Preſence to make 

her compleatly happy: That ſhe divided her 
Time between that ſweet Receſs in which he 
had left her, and the chearful Society of ſome 
of his beſt Friends, among whom ſhe diſtin- 
guiſl'd, with the higheſt encomiums, Patro- 
cles and his agreeable Confort ; it would in- 
_ deed been an ingratitude her gentle, generous 
Soul was altogether incapable of being guilty 
of, to have omitted mentioning that Gentle- 

| | 5 man 
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man in the manner ſhe did, as it would alſo 
be an extreme Deficiency in theſe Memoirs 
not to preſent the Reader with ſo amiable a 
Character. | 1 


= 


Hie was bred to the Law, and at an Age 


. when others are but beginning to ſtudy that 


abſtruſe Science, became a perfect Maſter of : 


it : He knew ſo well the Meaning of the 


moſt obſcure Paſſages in the Tracts chiefly 
quoted, that one would think he had been of 


Counſel with the Compilers of them; and as 
his Penetration enabled him to ſee which 
might be wreſted by thoſe who endeavour to 
pervert their true Senſe, and made him always 
arm'd againſt all the Querks, Evaſious and 
Chicanry of an unfair Adverſary ; fo his own 
Integrity and Greatneſs of Mind render'd him 


above making Uſe of them himſelf. — He. 


would not, indeed, be concern'd'in any Cauſe 
which ſtood in need of them, and his Honour 
was ſo well known in this Point, that none 
had Courage to attempt gaining bim to their 
Party, without they were conſcions they had 
Juſtice alſo on their Side. It is certain that 
on the Chevalier's firſt Application for his 
Birth-right, while he was a Stranger, nothing 
more aſſured the World of the Validity of his 


Claim, than that Pazrocles had undertaken to 


defend it — Thoſe great Abilities, and the 


Uſe he made of them, gain'd him an early 


Reputation which every Term help'd abun- 
dantly to increaſe —— Prodigious was the 


Admiration paid to him, and what was yet 


more ſtrange, it was not attended with Envy 


—— A Proof that Mankind are not ſo de- 


F-4 | prav'd 
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prav'd to hate any one for being poſſeſt of 
ſuperior Qualities, nor attempt to derogate 
from the Praiſes due to Merit, but when they 
find them worn with an aſſuming Air; which 
was ſo far from being the Caſe with Pazrocles, 
that he ſeem'd himſelf the leaſt ſenſible of what 
he was, and took a Pleaſure in acknowledgin 
whatever he found worthy in others. To ad 
to this, he was no leſs the gay and agreeable 
Companion, than the excellent Lawyer, no 
one would gueſs his Profeſſion by his Con- 
verſat'on; and as his unweary'd Application 
to Buſineſs gain'd him the Eſteem of all who 
employ'd him, fo did his Good-humour at- 
tract the Affection of every one. . 
This worthy Perſon had no ſooner examin'd 
into the Validity of the Chevalier Fames's Pre- 
tenſions, than full of Compaſſions for his Suf- 
ferings, Eſteem for the Virtues he found in 


bim, and Zeal for Juſtice, he undertook and 


proſecuted his Cauſe with an amazing Expedi- 
tion and Succeſs, and truly loving his Perſon, 
did a thouſand good Offices to him, excluſive 
of the Buſineſs, and in which, private Friend- 
ſhip only had a Share. E007 

As the great Affairs always entruſted in his 
Hands would not permit him to accompany 
him to ******* he made it his Buſineſs to re- 
commend one to him, of whole Abilities he 
was certain, and whoſe Integrity might be 
rely'd on: The Diligence and Skill indeed this 
Gentleman gave Proof on in the Conduct of 
the Trial when it came, ſhewed the Penetra- 
tion of Pazrocles in the Choice he had made 
of him. £8 | Os 
| Great, 
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Great, therefore, muſt be the Conſolation 


which the Wife of the Chevalier receiv'd from 


the frequent Viſits of ſo approv-d a Friend; 
he ſhew'd alſo the Care he had of her Content- 
ment by the agreeable Acquaintance to whom 
he introduced her, ſhe being much a Stranger 
in Town, and in need of every thing to diſſi- 


pate the Melancholy ſhe was ready to fall in- 
to on this Abſence from a Husband ſo juſtly 


dear, ſo loving and ſo beloved. 
The Chevalier James took all the Civilities, 
paid to this ſweet Engroſſer of his Heart, as 
more than done to himſelf, and whenever he 
heard any mention made of the little Agree- 
ment there was between the Baron and the 
Baroneſs de Altamont, as he often did, he 
was ſure to ſay, that he would never fol- 
low his. Father's Steps in that Point. Hay- 
ing very much in mind this Saying of the 
oct: Fe | | 


Secrets of Marriage ſhould be ſacred held, 


Their Sweets and Bitters by the Wile 


conceal'd ; 
© Errors on Wives reflect on Husbands ſtill, 
* And when divulg'd proclaim they've 
choſen 111. N N 


All ought, indeed, for their own Peace and 
Reputation obſerve this Leſſon, and rather ſtifle 
ſmall Caules of Reſentment, than by divulg- 
ing them, give Cauſe to the cenforious World 
to make Additions to the I ruth, and magnify 
into Crimes what, perhaps, are hardly worthy 


of the Name of Failings ; but in thoſe Mar- 


EF. riages 


106 MEMO IRS of an 
tiages where Intereſt is the Bait, both Parties 
are too apt, not only to look on every trifling 
and inadvertent Word or Action as an Affront, 
but repreſent it as ſuch to all their Acquain- 
Trance. N , 15 
This, however, it was next to an Impoſſi- 
dllity ſhould ever be the Cafe between our 
Chevalier and the beautiful Almira, for ſo we 
ſhall henceforward call his Lady: A juſt Ad- 
miration of each other's Virtues, a Simpathy 
of Souls and mutual Affection, not ſordid In- 
tereſt or dull Obedience to Parents, join'd their 
Hands ——— Had the Heir of Altamon: 
been in Poſſeſſion of even greater Fortunes 
than he was born to inherit, none but Alma = 
_ fhould have ſhared them with him; and had | 
he been deſtitute of all Hope, all Friends, 
and ſure to be compell'd to return into his for- 
mer Slavery, Almira would have choſe a Lite 
of Servitude with the Chevalier James, rather 
than all the Pomp of Courts with any other 
Man. | 
But while the Chevalier was indulging him- 
felf in all the pleaſing Reflections that happy 
Love affords, and receiving the Congratula- 
tions of his Friends on his late Deliverance, 
his cruel Uncle experienc'd a ſhort-liv'd Satiſ- 
faction, ſucceeded by all the Horrors of Diſap- 
3 and the near Proſpect of inevitable 
uin. | 
Thoſe Wretches who had purſued the Che- 
valier James, and ſeen him fall into the Bog, 
certain he would never riſe again, halted to 
- acquaint their Patron with the joyful News 
—— The Tranſport he was in, at * 
im- 
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himſelf thus rid of all his Fears, is impoſſible 
to be expreſt; but whert in ſome few Hours 


after he was made acquainted, that the injured. 


Nobleman was return'd in ſafety,andat his own - 


Lodgings, encompaſs'd with a great Number 


of rejoicing Friends, his mad-brain'd Fury had- 
like to have proved fatal to thoſe who, de- 
ceived themſelves, had deceived him. — He. 
drew his Sword upon them, drove them down 
Stairs, and would have followed them into 


the very Street in order to overtake and make 


them the ſacrifices to appeaſe his Rage, had 


not the Officers of Juſtice that Moment in- 


terpoſed, and forced them from his Power. 
The Reaſon of which was this. . 5 


That Gentleman who had follow'd them im 


their Purſuit of the Chevalier James, ſaw all 
the fruitleſs Attempts their Fire- arms had made 
upon his Life, the Accident his Horſe had 
met with in the Bog, and heard them ſay with 
an Oath — He has done his own Buſineſs 


and ſaved us the Labour, went and gave im- 


mediate Information of what his Eyes and 


Ears had been Witneſſes of; on which a War- 
rant was granted for the apprehending them, 


and the Moment of its being executed was 
that, wherein they were near ſuffering from 
the Rage of their diſappointed Patron, more 
than the Law had Power to inflict on them, 


as the Crime they intended had not been ac- 
compliſh'd. £6: - 5 os RE 


Count Richard was full of Wrath to find 
any Perſons arrogant enough to ſnatch them 
out of his Hands, but his Paſſion was ſoon 
firuck dumb, when one of the Officers came 
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up to him, and with a Sourneſs in his Coun- 
tenance which ſhew'd his Authority, Hold, my 
Lord, ſaid he, we have the ſame Warrant 
' againſt your . Lordſhip for abetting an Enter- 
prize you are angry with them for being diſ- 
appointed in the Execution of. 
Count Richard now turn'd pale as death, 
pleaded his Peerage, but in vain : He was 
oblig'd to accompany his Inſtruments when 
they were carry'd before a Magiſtrate, who 
after Examination ſent them both to Priſon 
and obliged him to give Security for his future 
Behaviour. EE ng 
This Affair, being blaz'd abroad, more en- 
dear'd the Chevalier to all Degrees of People, 
and of conſequence added to the Deteſtation 
they had before of his inhuman Uncle. The 
Diſtraction he was in may more eaſily be con- 
ceiv'd than deſcrib'd; but as he confider'd that 
to wear a diſcontented Brow was not the 
way, either to redeem his Credit, or keep 
any one of thoſe who 2 were blind enough 
not to ſee into the Truth on his Side, he 
therefore affected to make light of it, and 
bent his whole Thoughts to compaſs that 
under a Show of publick Juſtice, which he 
found it impoſſible to do by ſecret Fraud. 
He ſent immediately for Charlotta to come 
over to him, and at the ſame time diſpatch'd 
one of his Emiſſaries to raiſe whatever Sums 
of Money he could for him, let the Premium 
demanded be ucver ſo high. —— Vain Man! 
he flatter'd himſelf, that as he had feen Mony 
bring about ſtrange Events elſwhere, he ſhould 
be able diſpoſe it ſo as to caſt a Shadow over 
on = 5 all 
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all his Crimes, and bias even a Courtof Judica- 


ture. But it is not to be wonder'd at that he, 
who was arrogant enough to outbrave Pro- 
vidence in endeavouring to deſtroy What he 
found was protected by its moſt immediate 
and fingular Power, ſhou'd not hope to in- 
fluence thoſe of his own Species, whom he ge- 
nerally judg'd of by his own abandon'd Prin- 


_ Ciples. It was not however impolitick in him to 


try all Stratagems in order to raiſe what Sums 
he could —— His Fate was now in the Ba- 
lance, and if his Gold was inſufficient to 
weigh down the Scale, it would at leaſt ſup- 
port him for a Time in ſome Place where 


he might be ſhelter'd from the Rod of Juſtice. 


But now the Time was come when this 


greatly wicked and unfortunate Man was to 


be unſucceſsful in all his Aims. He was ad- 


viſed by ſome of his Creatures to have re- 
courſe, in this preſent Exigence, to a near 


Relation named the Chevalier Frauciſco de 
Altamont, a Gentleman of great Abilities in 
the Law, which was his Profeſſion, had the 
Reputation of the ſtricteſt Honour, and was 
extremely rich. Count Richard had always 
been-on very indifferent Tems with him, and 


had formerly commenc'd a Proceſs againſt 


him, but had the Mortification to have a 
Verdict given againſt him; ſince which there 
had never been- any Correſpondence between 
them, nor would the Chevalier Franciſco fa» 
vour him with any "Adviſe concerning the 
Proceedings of the Chevalier James, tho' he 
had earneltly entreated it by a third Perſon 
who had a very great Influence over 8 

| t 
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It may therefore ſeem ſtrange that Count 
| Richard ſhould apply for the borrowing of 
Mony to one who by what has been ſaid, 


de had ſo little Reaſon to exped it from. 


But not to make his Ideas of things more 
prepoſterous than they were in reality, it is 
neceſſary to acquaint the Reader, that this 
Gentleman was in Poſſeſſion of a large Eſtate, 
which, on the Chevalier Fames making good 


his Claim, muſt reverberate to the Title, ig | 


being only torn from it on Suppofition that 
the late Baron de Alramon? had no iſſue ſur- 
viving. It was therefore too much the In- 
tereſt of the Chevalier Franciſco to wiſh Suc- 
ceſs to the preſent Count, not to make him 
flatter himſelf that he would contribute ſome- 
what toward a Cauſe in which he bad fo 
deep a Concern. To corroborate this Hope, 
he was alſo acquainted with a Paſſage which 
happened between the Chevaliers James and 
Franciſco, ſoon after the former return'd from 
Slavery, and ought indeed to have been taken 
notice on in the firſt Part of theſe Memoirs, 
but as by Accident it was omitted, may, with- 
out an Impropriety, be inferted here. | 
| It would be needleſs to repeat the deſtitute 
Condition in which this illuſtrious Wanderer 
found himſelf on his firſt Arrival << A He 
knew not any one Perſon to whom he could 
apply, and had not the directing Hand of 
Heaven fend the honeſt, upright Amico in 
fearch of him, he would have been wholly 
at a loſs both for the Means and Skill to make 
any attempt for the Recovery of his Birth- | 
right One of the firſt things this worthy 


Unjfortunate Young Nobleman. 11 1 


Man recommended to him, after having taken . 


him into his Houſe, was to wait upon this 
Kinſman, which the Chevalier immediately 
did, not doubting but that he was no Stranger 
to the Legality of his Claim, nor of meeting 
with a Reception anſwerable to it. 
Accordingly he ſent in his Name, and being 
admitted, the other received him withthat Ci- 
vility which his Air and the natural Grace- 
fulneſs of his Perſon exacted from all that 
ſaw him; but on his accoſting him with ſay- 
ing, that he thought it would be a breach of 
that Duty he owed the Memory of his Father 
the late Baron de Altamont to neglect paying 
his ReſpeQs to one fo nearly related, he eaſily 
perceived a Paleneſs overſpread the Face of 
the Chevalier Franciſco ;he made him fit down, 
however, With a good deal of Politeneſs, and 
asked him ſeveral Queſtions concerning the 
manner of his being ſent abroad, the Uſage 
| he had found in America, and the extraordi- 
nary Means by which he return'd : To all 
which the Chevalier James anſwered with a 
perfect Sincerity, concealing from him no- 
thing of the Truth, nor diſguiſing it with any 
falſe Colours. | | 
But alas! How does Intereſt ſometimes 
pervert the nobleſt Minds 
which had ſo great an Effect on the Admiral, 
as well as the other Officers of the Army, 
was not liſtned to with the ſame Degree of Pity 
by one of his own Blood, and who was doubt- 
leſs a Perſon.of great Honour in other things: 
| ———— He only cooly ſaid, his Hardſhips had 
bcen very great, it muſt be contels'd ; — 
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could he expect much leſs in the Place he 
now was, as he had no Fortune, nor was 
bred to any Buſineſs. 
Any one may imagine how cutting ſuch 
Expreflions were, but whatever the Chevalier 
—1 felt within himſelf, the greatneſs of his 
pirit enabled him to conceal it, and he re- 
ply'd briskly, that the Heir of Altamont ang 

Anglia had no Occaſion to doubt Support in 

a Country ſo celebrated for its Juſtice, 

I know nothing, ſaid the Chevalier Fran- 
ciſco, of your Birth much leſs of your being the 
Fleir of Altamont and Anglia, and the World 
are not * * to tate it on your Word. 
Nor do J deſire they ſhould, reſumed the 
Chevalier James, with a modeſt and becom- 
ing Aſſurance; bat, Sir, I doubt not but to 
bring authentick Witneſſes of what I ſay. — 
From the high Character I have heard of your 
Juſtice, Integrity and Penetration, as well as 
the near Affinity between us, I hoped to have 
been directe in the Paths 1 am reſolv'd to 

Purſue for the Recovery of my Right, and it 
was to this End I waited on you - — 
T will have no Concern in it, cry'd the 
bother, interrupting him in a peeviſh kind of 
Voice, ——T defire therefore you will not give 
me any farther Trouble on an Affair in which - 
I am wholly ignorant —— But, continued he, 
as you are a Stranger here and friendleſs, I 
cannot but pity your Condition, aud if you will 
accept of this ſmall Proof of it — it is at your 
Service. ok. „ | 
With theſe Words he took a Piece of 
Gold out of his Pocket, about the Value of 
9 | Tia. twelve 
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twelve or fourteen Crowns and ſtretch'd his 
Hand with it to the Chevalier James, who, 
tho* of the ſweeteſt and moſt obliging Diſ- 
poſition imaginable when unprovoked, had 
yet a certain Warmth in his Nature which 


would riot ſuffer him to bear an Indignit 


without ſhewing he knew how to reſent it, 
and full of the moſt generous Contempt both 
for the unworthy Preſent and the Offer of 
it, put back his Kinſman's Hand with the Diſ- 
dain ſuch an Action merited ——— No, Sir, 
laid he, reſerve your Mony for thoſe who ſet 4 
| greater Value on itt was not Favours 
of this kind I came to ſeek, and if I may judge 
thoſe I bade receiv'd ſince my Redemption 
rom Bondage, the Heir of Altamont well find 
that from Strangers he but in vain expected 
from one of his own Blood © | 
Hie ſpoke no more, but made a haſty Bow 
(a Civility he owed rather to his own Cha- 
rater - than to the Perſon it was addreſſed 
| to) and went out of the Room, with an in- 
ward Emotion which perhaps did not ex- 
ceed what his Behaviour had excited in the 
other, tho' of a different Nature. 7; 
Whether this Gentleman, impoſed upon by 
the Inventions of Count KRzchard, did really 
believe the Chevalier James had in effect 
no Lawful Claim, or whether, through a 
Motive of ſelf-Intereſt, he deſired not he 
ſhould proſecute that Claim, can only be 
determin'd by himſelf Certain it is that 
during the whole Proceſs he remain'd neuter, 
and neither by Word or Action ge” 
| wiſh' 
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op Succeſs either to the one or the other 
Side. 5 Sabo 
His Treatment of his injur'd Kinſman being 
however diſcover'd by Count Richard, join'd 
to the great Stake he had in this Affair, gave 
him ſome Shadow of Reaſon to hope his Aſ- 
fiſtance in it; but the Chevalier Franceſco had 
too much Prudence, we are willing to think, 
too much Honour, to lend the leaſt helping 
Hand tothe Uncle, who had done a thouſand 
things to make himtelf hated by all the World, 
when he had refuſed it to the Nephew, who, 
not only by his Misfortunes, but Behaviour, 
was no leſs eſteem'd and lov'd. PSS. 

He therefore, inſtead of complying with 
his requeſt, ſent him the following Letter in 
Anſwer to one he had receiv'd trem him on 
this Occaſion. | 

To the Conant DE ANGLIA, 

Ay Lora, 5 
Four Conduct muſt certainly have had 
© little Oeconomy in it that ſo many Years 
© Poſſeſſion of all the fair Eſtates appertzining 
© to the Titles of Anglia, Altamont, & c. 
Sc. — Should not enable you to hold 
© ont a Law-ſuit againſt a poor young Man 
2a perfect Stranger, without either Friends or 

Mony This is a thing I muſt confefs very 
© ſurpriting to all the World, but is much 
more ſo to me that your Lordſhip ſhould 
expect any Aſſiſtance from a Perſon you 

* lo lately endeavour'd to ruin, by doing 
| | EY | _ every 
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© every thing in your Powzr to deprive me 
* of what the Goodneſs of yn: Predeceſſor 


thought fit to dequeath me As to the 
© Diſpute between you and the Chevalier 


James, I determin'd from the very Begin- 
„ning not to interfere in it=— I am entirely 


ignorant how the Affair ſtands, and deſire 
© to continue ſo till thoſe who can come at 


more ſubſtantial Proofs than I can receive 
from either of you ſhall decide it —— So, 
my Lord, | leave you to your Fate, and am 
as much as you ought to expect me to be 


A a = «A 


Your Lordſhip's = 
hamble Servant & Kinſman, 
FRANCISCO DE, ALTAMONT. 


If the Receipt of this Letter gave ſome 
Vexation to Count Richard, that of one from 


a Quaker to whom he had wrote for the ſame 


urpoſe ſerved very much to encreaſe it. The 
articularity of this Epiſtle I think muſt render 


it too diverting not to merit being inſerted 


— Take it then as tranſmitted to me by 


one who got a Copy of it, as well as of the 
former, tho" by what means I know not. 


% J — — — 
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| To the Man RICHARD DE ALTAMONT, 
whom the vain World calls Count DE 
Oo ANGLIA. 


Friend RicnarD, 


© Either thine own Imaginations have de- 
ceived thee, or thou thinkeſt to deceive me: 
The wiſe Men of the Law tell me thy Cauſe 
is bad, and verily it doth not appear better 
that thou art compelled to give Mony to 
* thoſe who are to bear Teſtimony for thee. Þ 
© If the young Man, James, be truly of the 
Seed of thy Brother and of Mary his Wife, 
thou wilt find that in Wreſtling with him 
© thou kickeſt againſt the Pricks, and all the 
Sums thou ſquandereſt away turn to thine 
© own Confution in the End. Thy Friend 
© Thomas has been very importunate with me, 
to advance thee five hundred Crowns: 1 
wonder, how thou couldſt ſend him to me 
© on ſuch an Errand, when, thou knowelt 
© I have already lent thee more than thou 
* couldſt get of any one elſe for what thou 
© haſt made over to me in Truft, and that if 
© thou loſeſt thy Cauſe I muſt+loſe all my 
Mony: I muſt be ſo plain to tell thee, 
Friend Richard, I do not approve of thy 
Proceedings: I am afraid, the Truth is not 
in thee, and that thy Profeſſions will be found 
a ſtinking Vapour in the Noſtrills of the Juſt: 
I would not have thee, therefore attempt 
to impoſe upon the Children of the Light, 
© but if thou wanteſt Mony ſeek it of thoſe 
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who are of thine own Perſuaſion, who may 
| © be vain enough to credit thee — 1 have 
| © no more to lay to thee — 


AMINA DAB. 


With thoſe Letters one alſo arrived from 


the Perſon who he had ſent over as his Agent, 
with the melancholy Account that of all he 
had ſolicited one only Perſon had comply'd, 
and that was for a Sum very inſufficient for 
the Uſes it was to be employ'd in —— Char- 
| lotta too ſeem'd very refractory, and proteſted 
: ſhe would not move a Step, without a farther 
| Gratification : He therefore deſired Orders 
| from his Lordſhip how to proceed. 


Count Kichard, half mad to find himſelf 


| thus croſs'd in every thing, retutn'd for Anſwer 
that his Affaics were deſperate, that he was 
well aſſured nothing but Mony could prevent 
his Ruin, ſo order'd every thing in his Houſe 
to be difpoſed of — — to borrow ſmall Sums 


of all the Tradeſmen he had dealt with, and 


above all things to bring CHarlotta over what- 


ever ſhe exacted for taking the Journey. 
The Fellow who knew the Neceflity of 


his Lord's Affairs labour'd ſo ſtrenuouſly with 
lome low People, who thought to make a 
| vaſt Advantage of what they had ſcrap'd to- 
| gether, that ſoine advanced four hundred others 
| five hundred Crowns on Bond, to be paid 
double the Sum in a few Months, which the- 


Count had ſent ready ſign'd and ſeal'd, and to 


| be fill'd up by his Negotiator with the beli- 
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One Gentleman there was who ſuffer'q 
himſelf to be impoſed upon by this laſt Arti- 
fice, and ventur'd no leſs than three thouſand 
Crowns in a Lottery, which was little likely 
to produce any thing but Blanks. —— All his 

Friends in vain diſſuaded him —— He had a 
firm Belief the Count de Anglia would carry 
the Cauſe, and to de entitled to the Company 
and the Friendſhip of a Man of his Quality 
Was ſo flattering to his Vanity, that he thought 
It the greateſt piece of good Fortune that could 
befal him, to have it in his Power to purchaſe 
the Honour he expected at ſo cheap a Rate. 
A few more of this Stamp would have made 
our Emiſſary return in Triumph, but hoping 
to cajole ſome others with the Baits with 
which this Gentleman had, been taken, met 
only with Deriſion- they were ſo vulgar 
as to prefer the Society of a plain honeſt Man 
to a titled Villain, and would chuſe rather to 
walk on Foot, than ride in a gilt Chariot 
purchaſed by Fraud and Injuſtice, and whoſe 
Owner was pointed at by the Populace, and 
ſhun'd by all Perſons either of Honour or good 
Senſe. | EY 
Having vainly eſſay'd all the Arts he was 
Maſter of, and Time now prefling his Return, 
his laſt Efforts were to bring Charlozze to as 
- reaſonable Terms as he could; but tnat cun- 
ning Creature perceiving how neceſlary ſhe 
was thought, made a thouſand various Fre- 
tences one after another to get Money out of 
his Hands, and when at laſt ſhe made Prepara- 
tions for her Journey, reckoned all the Ex- 
pences ſhe was at in buying Silks, Velvets, 
Laces, 


an Appearance to do Honour to the Cauſe ſhe 


* 


was to defend, at twice double what they 


were in effect. 


% 


But notwithſtanding the Advantages. he 
made by this Expedition, it is certain ſhe un- 


dertook it with an extreme Reluctance; and, 
conſcious of the baſe Action ſhe was about to 
be guilty of, and doubtleſs not altogether free 


from Apprehenſions of receiving that Puniſh- 
ment which is the Due of Perjury in this 
World, whatever ſhe was of what ſhe muſt 


expect in another, made a Secret of her De- 
patture as much as poſſible, taking Leave of 


no one of her Acquaintance, and ordering 


her Daughter on her Life not to mention it 
after ſhe was gone, but ſay to thoſe who 
ſhould happen to come to her Houſe that ſhe 
was only gone out a little way on Buſineſs of 
her wn. 1 | 
Methinks I hear ſome of my Readers now cry 
out, Did juſt Heaven behold this Hretch ſei- 
ting out with a fall Reſolution of perverting 
Truth and defrauding the innocent injur d 


Orphan of his Right, and not blaſt her horrid 


| Parpoſe with ſome Act of Vengeance? 
| Was F ah permitted to live to utter the Falſities 
| ber Brain had forg'd? ——— Did no Lightnings 
| ſtrike her dead by Land: No Storm by 
| Sea vertake and plunge her and her Crimes in 
the vaſt Abiſs? "here were the deſtroying 
| Angels that none of them- had Commiſſion to 

| execute the Will of Divine Hrath on jo per- 

| fidious a Wretch? e 


Reaſon 
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Laces, and other Trinkets, in order to make 


e e — 4 
4 
5 2 - 
— — 
I : a — « 
Wc — 
22 8 — 2 OY 


120 MEMOIRS of an 
"Reaſon indeed had ſhe to tremble leſt ſuch 
an immediate Doom ſhould be inflicted on 
her, and perhaps did ſo, for it was obſerv'd 
that during the Voyage ſhe diſcover'd a more 
than ordinary Panick at the Sea——each Guit 
of Wind ſeem'd to her the Beginning of 
Tempeſt, and on every Motion of the Ship 
ſhe imagined it was finking. _ i 
But let no one tax the Unerring Will o 
Blindneſs or Partiality that ſhe was ſuffered to 
atrive in Safety —— the wiſe Ends of Provi- 
dence are infinitely beyond the ſhallow Fathom 
of human Comprehenſion: And when we ſee 
the Guilty proſper, we are not to conclude from 
that, their Actions are unobſerv'd by the all- 
ſeeing Eye; we rather ſhould believe Experience 
ſometimes ſhews by the Contingency, that 
they are permitted to go on either to compleat 
the fullneſs of their Crimes and render them 
more glaring, or that they are made Inltru- 
ments of puniſhing the Errors of their fellow 
Creatures, and ſometimes even to illuſtrate 
the Virtue they endeavour to undo. 

That this was palpably the Caſe with re- 
gard to this Woman will hereafter be de- 
monſtrated; in the mean time let us behold 
her receiving the Welcomes and Careſſes of 
him ſhe came to ſerve, and priding herſelf in 
being a Woman of Conſequence. 

She was indeed entertained in a Faſhio 

very different to what ſhe had ever been 
accuſtomed, for it mult be owned that none 

knew better than Count Rrchard how to footh |. 

and indulge all thoſe who were in any kind 

neceſſary to him. £5 
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As ſhe was wholly unacquainted with the 
Capital, having never ſeen it but when ſhe 
attended her Lady the Mother of the Cheva- 
lier Fames, as ſhe paſled through it in her way 
to Altamont, he ordered ſome of his beſt-dreſs'd 
Emiſſaries to ſhew her all that was worth a 
Stranger's Obſervation in the Place. 
One Day an odd Accident happened to her 
” while diverting herſelf in this manner 
She was viewing the fine Apartments of the 
great Caſtle where the Vice-Roy of the King- 
dom ulvally reſides, when three or four Gen- 
” tlemen, who ſeemed of Quality, were coming 
cut of a Room juſt as ſhe and her Conductor 
| were about to enter, and that Moment by 
E ſome Accident ſtepping on one fide, ſlipt and 
fell down at thc Feet of one of them, who 
with the utmoſt Courteſy ſtoop'd to aſſiſt the 
ZE Perſon ſhe was with in raiting her, when 
Macario, who was a few Paces behind talking 
to ſome Perſons, fo that ſhe ſaw him not, | 
came up to them, and faid with 2 Smile to the 
Chevalier James, for it was he who had been 
thus complaiſant, Y are very charitable, Sir, 
zo lend a Hand to lift theſe u, «who are come a 
great way to pluck yon down. 8 
1 Theſe Words made the Heir of Altamout 
immediately know it was bis Mother's moſt 
ungrateful Servant to whom he had ſhew'd that 
n | Civility, and alſo left her no room to doubt 
n © from whom ſhe had received it. I fall never 
le repent of having done a good Office, return'dthe 
h |: Chevalier James with his accuſtomed ſweet- 
10 neſs, and the leſs a Perſon merits it from me, 
* the. greater muſt be the ſhock of receiving xr 
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———U—ͥÿ—ñ—Bꝶ ö“—6 — — 


— — ſo * * 
err 1212 08 1 iT BHAS 
Y >: — 

1 * "= rr 


0 
* ww 9 r. þ e 


0 e 
© 1.15 © "i 


r 


— — — 
—ͤ — — — yo „ 


o "hogs a 


3 


N 
7 


% 8 
* 


122 MEMOIRS of an 


He ſuid no more, but paſs'd haſtily along 
the Gallery, either to prevent Macario, or 


any of thoſe who were with him, from 


making her thoſe Reproaches her Perfidiouſneſs 


deſerved, or becaule it was a Pain to himſelf 


to look on ſo wicked a Creature; but the 
Confuſion he left her in was ſuch, as it would be 
very Citterent to repreſent the World allowed 
there was a great Reſemblance of the Barone ſs 
in the Face of her Son, and whether, as ſhe 
had never ſeen him fince an Infant, it might. 
appear more ſtrong to her than to others, or 
whether the Mildnets of his Behaviour after 
he found who ſhe was, ſtruck her with a 
Remorſe which a contrary one perhaps 
would have fail'd to do, which of theſe it 
was 1 ſay is. uncertain; but this we know. 
that had ſhe ſeen the Ghoſt of her deceaſed 
Lady appear and menace everlaſting Perdition 


to her guilty Soul, ſhe could not have been 


leized with greater Horror. She went to her 
Lodgings immediately, and was taken ſo 
very ill, that the Phyſician, who was order'd 
to attend her, had for ſome Days but an i! 1 
Opinion of her Recovery. 
How awful is Innocence! and how timid 
Guilt! this Woman was one of the moſt 
bold and maſculine of her Sex by Nature—— 
ſhe had long liv'd in a manner Which had 
made her torget to bluſh, it ever ſhe had 
been capable of it ſhe had ncither Mo- 
rality to dildain a baſe Action, nor Under- 
ltanding enough to be afhamed of it — 
a low ſordid Cunning was all ſhe had to 
alt of, and his, back'd by an immeaſurable 
Ettrontry, 
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Effrontry, had frequently carried her through 
many dirty Employments ; yet all was of no 
Service to her at this Juncture —- the 
Sight of the Perſon ſhe was endeavouring to 


deſtroy, and at a Time when ſne was wholly 


unprepared for ſuch an Encounter, was a 


. Thunderclap which all her Spirits had not . 


Vigour to ſuſtain. 


he Count was vexed at this ill- timed 
Indiſpofition, as he called it, but much more 


at the Occaſion, and was obliged to bend his 


whole Study for the recompoſing her Mind, 
which he knew better than the Doctor, was 
the only way to reſtore the Health of her 


Body; and this could be done no otherwiſe 


than by repeated Promiſes. of a future Settle- 
ment, continual Prefents in Hand, and when 
ſhe grew a little better, and was able to bear 
the Air, expentive Jannts out of Town, and 


a perpetual Round of variegated Diverſions. 


While he had this Labour on his Hands 
he received a Packet, which by the Seal and 
Character he knew came from a very near 
Relation, and the only one to whom his 
Crimes had not rendered him odious 


He hoped therefore it inclofed ſomething that 


would be of Service to his Detigns, but how 
was he diſappointed, when inſtead of what he 
EL - oe: he found the following Lines, 

To the Count DE ANGLIA- 


| Dear * 


ce Tt is with a trembling Hand, and a Heart 


* full of Concern for your preſent and eter- 
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nal Welfare that I take the Liberty of wri- 
ting to you in the Manner I now do, — 
if the Apprehenfions | am under are with- 


out Foundation, you will forgive them as 


they ſpring from Tenderneſs, and if juſt, I 
beg the omnipotent Being to inſpire you 


with ſuch Reſolutions as cannot fail to difſi- 


pate them. „„ | 
I hear the Cauſe between you and the 
Chevalier Fames will ſhortly be brought 


to an Iſſue: If fo, one of you muſt be 
A. 


proved an Impolture———1 have your Al- 
ſurances that he is ſo, but I have the una- 
nimous Opinion of all the World that it is 
you, who will be found the Criminal] —— 
I dare not give my Faith too much, eithe: 
to the one or the other Side, you need not 
doubt which has my beſt Wiſhes ; but alas! 
they Will avail but little it oppoſed to 
Juſtice. "+ 


It is therefore your own Conſciouſneſs of 


the Truth which ought to be your Director 
how to procecd, i: you find your felt ac- 
quitted by the Judge in your oV Brea, 
you have no Cauſe to dread the Decree of 
him upon the Bench, but it condemn'd 
within, think not of finding Favour from 
without; and if it be ſo, as I tremble to 


think it is, I beſeech you, my dear ******+, 


do not tempt your Fate by any farther Et- 
torts, Which, it ineffectual, will but bring 


+ you to publick Infamy -— But rather en- 


deavour to compole things in a private 
manner, and of yourſelf reſign that Coronet, 
Which, if torn off by the Hand of Law, 
- | | - ** muſt 
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« To ſhew you how infinitely more eaſiy, 
* as well as more honourable, it is to con- 


© muſtgive double Anguiſhto the Brow which 


<< fels and repair a fault than to perſiſt in it. 
beg leave to preſent your Lordſhip with 


„ two Inſtances, which hapned not fo long 
« ſince as to be out of the Memory of many 
„ People. I wiſh the one may not bear too 
« preat a Reſemblance of your own Caſe. 

A Gentleman of Worth and Fortune had 
ſo great a Friendſhip for a Baronet, that at 
his Death he left him not only Guardian to 
his only Son, then an Infant, but alſo his whole 


Eſtate, in caſe the Orphan dyed unmarried, ' 


or under Age. 

For a Time he diſcharg'd all the Duties of 
his Place, and the Promiſes he had made to the 
Deceas'd, with the utmoſt PunQuality ; but 
Avarice at length got the better of all the I'yes 
of Honour, Gratitude, and even common 
Humanity He could not view the beau- 
tiful Lands, Paſtures, and all the goodly In- 
heritance his Friend had left behind, without 
wiſhing to call them his own, and envying 


the little Innocent who ſtood between him and 


4 


and accompanted with Power, they want but 
little of being carry'd into Execution. —— - 

In fine, hapning to be acquainted with the 
Jaſter of a Veſſel, he agreed with him for a 


the Poſſeſſion — When Deſires are ſtrong, 


_ thouland Pound to take the young Gentleman 


on Board, and when they were failing to throw 
him into the Sea, it being eaſy for him to pre- 
tend to the Ship's Crew that he fell in by Ac- 

| 1 | cident 
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cident The Man conſents for the Lncre 
of ſo great a Reward ——T hree hundred cf 
Which was paid at the Time, and a Note of 
Hand given for Seven hundred when he ſhould. 
return trom his Voyage. 

It is not material by what means the Chits 
was cecoyed on Board, it is ſufficient to ſay 
he was fo, and one Night, when the Maſter 
was on the Watch himſelf, he reſolved to 
take that Opportunity of performing his 
wicked Covenant ; but Heaven wou'd not 
ſuffer the abhorr'd D. ſign to ſucceed ; as he 
was in the very act, "and had the helpleſs 
intended Victim in his Arms, juſt going to 
pi\unge him among the Waves, his Heart te- 
lented, and he carry'd him back, (till leepiug, 
into bis Cabin. | 

He: was afterward in a great Dilemma what 
he ſhou'd do to ſecure the Mony to himſelf, 


and at the ſame time be free trom Murder; 9 


but the difficulty was ſolv'd by happening to 
meet a Veiel bound for the Musteta Ifland, 
the Captain of which he was very Intimate 
wich. He communicated to him his Deſire 
of getting rid of a Boy he had on Board, 
without telling him the Motive, and pre- 
vail'd with him for a trifliug Sum to take 
him into his Ship, and leave him in the 
Iland, in what manner he ſhou'd find moſt 
adv antageous to himſelf. ; 
This weak and wicked Man having got 

rid of his Charge, was now perfectly eaſy 
in his Mind, — he thought it ſufficient that 
he was not the Butcher of the Child, with- F 
out retlecting that in ſending him in ſucha Þ' 

faſhion Þ 


nd e 
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faſhion he expoſed him to worſe Ills than 


Death. 


He made his Voyage, and return'd full of 
Expectations of receiving the Hire of his 


Barbarity — the Baronet receiv'd him kindly, + 
and asked him if he had perform'd his A- 


greement! Yes Sir, anſwer'd he, the Boy will 


never trouble you again — yoz aſſure me 


then. that he is dead, again demanded the 
cruel Guardian ?, ye, Sir, cried the Tarpaulin, 
and buried long enongh ago in ſome Fiſhes 
Belly, for I threw him overboard with my own 
Hands. | . BY, 

With this the Baronet ſeem'd highly pleas'd, 
but when the other demanded the ſeven 
hundred Pounds as he had been made to 
hope, he only laugh'd at him, and told him 
that he thought he had been paid enough for 
one Murder, and that without the Boy came 


to Life again, and he had the Trouble of 
killing him a ſecond time, he mult not ex- 


pect any farther Gratification. 7 

It is not to be doubted but the Captain 
inſiſted on his Payment, and finding all fair 
means ineffectual, at laſt proceeded to Menaces, 


that he wou'd ſue him for the Mony, which 
was lawfully his due he ſaid, and he cou'd 


recover, having a Note tor it under his own 
Hand; to which the Baronet anſwer'd, that 


if he preſum'd to ſpeak of any ſuch thing he 


wou'd take him up for Murder — I will 
ike Oarh, (aid he, that you acknowledged to 
me you hilPd the Boy, aud I ſhall eaſily find 
Evidences to prove you ſtole him away — 
your accuſing ine as a Party concern'd, will ve 
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of no Service to you my Character in the 
World will invalidate all you can ay 
and you twill be hang'd and your Family 
. = 
The diſappointed Captain was enough 
acquainted with the World to know there 
was little to be expected in conteſting with 
ſuperior Might, ſo turn'd his Tone, and 
ſeem'd to go away with a” Reſolution to 
trouble him no more. | | | 
This however was far from being his real 
Intention — he went directly, and inquired 
when any Vellel fail'd for the Mxsketa 
Ifland, and hearing of one that was taking in 
her Cargo in order to weigh Anchor, took 
is Paſſage in her; Providence, doubtleſs not 
for his own, but the ſake of him he ſought, 
brought him ſafe into the Port, and on his 
deſcribing the Age of the Child, and as 
near as he cou'd guels mentioning the time 
ſuch a one had been brought, and by what 
Ship, he foon diſcovered who was now in - 
poſſeſſion of the abuſed Innocent. He pre- 
tended to the People that he was his own, 
and bought him of them for an inconſidera- 
ble Sum. As it happen'd he had been uſed 
with ſo much Tenderneſs, that there was 
little Alteration in his Looks, and what 
there was he took care to repair by all the 
kind Treatment and Indulgence in his Power; 
ſo that when they return'd, as happily they 
did, none would have imagined the Chances 
that had befallen him. His extreme Youth, 
*tis certain, for he was ſcarce fix Years old, 
not allowing any reflexion on the Change of 
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his Condition, took away all the Aſperity of 
it; and as for the reſt, thoſe he was with 
had not denied him any thing that might 


content him, in hope of being recompenced 
for their preſent Kindneſs, by the Services he 


wou'd be able to do them when grown big 
enough to be employ'd in ſuch Labours as are 
the Portion of thoſe allotted to Slavery. 

The Captain having ſo far compaſs'd his 
Point, went to the Baronet, who wich a 
ſcornful Look asked what he wanted 
come, ſaid he, to let you know | am no 


Murderer, and had more Compaſſion than 


to become the Inſtrument of one that in- 
the young Gentleman 
J took on Board I have brought ſafely 
back——— he is now at my Houle, and I 
will take care to give ſuch proper Informa» 
tion as ſhall prevent him from ever being 


in your Power again. 


Judge of the Aſtoniſhment theſe Words 
gave to the Perſon who heard them, but it 


was not ſuch an Aſtoniſhment as the other 
expected: —— He had been for a long time 
labouring under the utmoſt Horrors of his 


Guilt — he was in ſome Moments ready 
to lay violent Hands on his own Life, and 
deſpairing ever to find Peace on Earth or 
Mercy from above——— Had Millions been 
in his Power he would have given them 
al! to be aſſured of what he now was told, 


which ſeemed too great a Bleſſing to be 


real He demanded over and over if the 
Child indeed were living, and tho” the other 


affirm'd it with many Oaths would not give 
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Credit to it till he accompanied him to his- 


_ Houſe, and had the Teſtimony of his own 


EL. :-  . - | 
Never were. greater and more ſincere 
Demonſtrations of Love and Joy, than thoſe 
he now gave to him whom it had once 
been his Intention to deſtroy; and after wel- 


coming him. with more than a Father's Fran- 


ſports, he turned to the Captain, embraced 
him with fervour, call'd him his guardian 
Angel —— his Preſerver from everlaſting 
Perdition the Fountain*of his future 


Peace, and, not content with manifeſting his 


Gratitude by Words, he took out his Pocket- 
Book, and preſented him with a Bank Note 
of a thouſand Pounds — Now, n dear 
Friend, ſaid he, you merit this Reward jrom 
me, and infinitely more; but when you brought 
me Intelligence that you had executed my 
cruel Orders, which JI indeed no ſooner had 
given than 1 repented of, I hated you to 
that degree that I would have done any 
thing to have revenged the wicked, the moſt 
abhorr'd Action I bad excited you to. : 
How lovely did this Repentance look in 
the Baronet, and to prove it ſincere, he 
joined two others with himſelf in Truſt for 
the young Gentleman's Eſtate, and improved 
it ſo conſiderably, that when he came of 


Age he found himſelf poſleſs'd of many 


Hundreds more per Anuum than his Father 


had bequeathed him: - He put large Sums 


ot Money into all the publick Chances, when- 
ever they. ſucceeded, the Advantage was to 


he 


Condition, as not to have ſo ſmall a Matter 
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he made the Loſs his own ; — He not only 


behaved to him with the trueſt Tenderneſs all 


the time he lived; but at his Death left him 


a very great Part of his own Fortune, and his 
Name is never fail'd to be made mention of 
as a Pattern to all Guardians. 


O my dear ******* may all who ever 
© have had any Intentions of deſtroying or de- 
& frauding an Orphan, committed to their 
% Care, feel the ſame Remorſe with this Ba- 
& ronet, and they will then quit the World 
& with the ſame Eaſe and Reſignation he did 
“but having given you this Example of 


« Returning Virtue, I beg you now to view 


„the Contralt, and well weigh the Miſeries, 
« the Horrors of Mind, and everlaſting:Infamy 
& that attended Hardneſs of Heart, and an 
« obltinate Perſiſting in detaining an ill got 
ee Poſſeſſion. 


** 


A Gentleman, celebrated no leſs for his 
great Learning in the Laws of the Land, than 
tor his Integrity and unweary'd Application 
in-it, happening to be one Day in a common 


Paſſage-Boat upon the River, ſaw a poor Fel- 
low on the Bank begging of the Waterman 
to take him in, which the ſurly Fellow re- 


fuling, becauſe he had not wherewith to pay 
the Fare, the Lawyer told him he would pay 
it for him —- On this the Man was admitted, 
and made many Scrapes to the Gentleman for 
his Charity : — Being ſeated, he ask'd him, what 
he was, and how he came in ſo wretched a 


as 
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as would content the Waterman, to which 
de anfwer'd, that he had been a Slave in the 
Plantations ever fince he could remember, but 
that being at laſt made free, he had begg'd his 
Paſſage over to ******* in a Merchant's Ship, 
with a Deſign to turn Husbandman, for he 
underſtood Country-work very well, having 
been bred to it, but he could get no Employ- 
ment as yet, ſo that he had no other way of 
ſubſiſting than by felling Thread-Laces about 
the Streets; and that not having been able to 
take a Farthing that Day in the Capital, he 


was going to try if he ſhould have better For- 


tune on the other Side of the River. To 
prove the Truth of what he ſaid, he pluck'd 
out a good Number of Laces, Pins, and ſuch 
Other ſmall Merchandiſe. : 
The Lawyer compaſſionated his Wretched- 
neſs, and ſeeing him a ſturdy young Fellow, 
told him if he cou'd get any Body that would 
anſwer for his Honeſty he would take him 
as his Servant; to which the other anſwer'd 
that he ſhould be glad to wait on him, and 
would dye rather than be guilty of any diſho- 
neſt Action ; but he knew of no Relation he 
had in the World, nor what Country he was 
born in, only he had heard his Maſter in Ame- 
rica ſay he bought him of one that came from 
mannes, and as he had been ſo ſhort a time 
arrived, he had no Body to give him a Cha- 
racter. The poor Lad, for he Lew-d not above 


Nineteen, wept bitterly, as he ſaid theſe laſt - ? 


Words, and his Tears, joyn'd with an open 
artleſs Countenance, fo won on the Lawyer, 
that he reſolv'd to take him without any farther 
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Recommendation than ſuch as Nature had 


beſtowed upon him. | 
After they were landed, he bad him follow 


him, and ſaid, if he wou'd behave well he 


ſhou'd have no reaſon to repine at being his 


Servant — a great Shower of Rain that in- 


ſtant falling, and neither Coffee-houſe nor 


Tavern in fight, the Gentleman ſtepp'd into 


an Alehouſe to take ſhelter till the Storm 


ſhou'd be over, the People ſhew'd him into a 


Room, and his new Servant went into the 


Kitchen, where he was ordered to call for a 
Pint of Beer; while he was drinking it, an 


_ elderly Woman eyed him very much, and 
ſeeing a large hairy Mole on one fide of his 


Face, which his Wig did not altogether con- 
ceal, ask'd him his Name, and of what 
Country he was, to which he anſwer'd, that 


he knew neither, and then repeated to her 
what he had related to the Lawyer, with this 


Addition, that his Maſter in America was 
uſed to call him John, but that he had heard 
him ſay he did not know that he was 
Chriſten'd ſo; but that having a Slave be- 
fore him, who had lived a long time with 
him, and was of that Name, and lately de- 
ceas'd, he choſe to call him by it, as more 


accuſtomed to it than any other. 


The Woman liſtned to him with great 
Attention, and when he had given over 
ſpeaking, Pray, young Man, ſaid ſhe, have 
not you loſt one of your Toes? Tes, replied he, 
I have but Nine, and 1 believe I bad Ten 
when I was born, becauſe I have a kind of a 


0 
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0 Heaven! cried ſhe, hew ſtrange is this! Þ 
Du are my young Maſter, Squire L ———, Þ| 
can ſwear it, — = are next January 
twenty Years old —— I gave you ſuck —_ 
my Brother, who keeps this Houſe, was 3 
Fither's Coachman, and bis Wite the Cook- 
maid when you were born and you are 
Heir to two Thouſand Pounds a Tear. | 
What aſtoniſhing Sounds were theſe toa 
Perſon like this poor Vagabond, as he thought 
himſelf —— he thought the Woman was 
mad, till the Man of the Houſe coming in, 
and ſoon after his Wife, ſhe repeated to 
them the Diſcovery ſhe had made, which they 
confirming, with many Exclamations on the 
Barbarity and Villany of the Perſon who had 
ſent him abroad, he began to think what he 
had heard was really Fact, and grew ſo 
noiſy in his Raptures, that his Maſter hear- 
Ing an unuſual Noiſe caine into the Kitchen 
to know the Reaſon of it, where being in- 
form'd of every thing, his ſurprize was little 
inferior to that of auy of them. | 
On Enquiry into the Family, they told him 
1 that the Father of this injured Orphan died 
"1 when he was not above four Years old, 
leaving him to the Care and Guardianſhip 
3 of his Brother, who in a ſhort time atter 
1 gave out that he was dead, and had ever 
ſince enjoyed the Eſtate. : | 
The Lawyer was no Stranger. to the 
Name of the Family they mentioned, and 
knew alſo that the Gentleman, who by their 
Account mult be the Uncle of the young 
| _ Man, 


1 2 


7 


1 
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Man, was reputed to be worth noleſs than they 


GE ſaid the Story they related ſeem'd to 
him to have ſome ſhew of Probability, and 
he reſolved at leaſt to examine into it. 
Accordingly he took down in Writing 
the Particulars they had told him, and having 

cen aſſured by them that they were ready to 
make Oath to the Truth of their Words, he 
fook the young Man home with him, and 
initead of making him his Servant as he had 
promiſed, and the other thought it an infinite 
Bleſſing to be, treated him as his Gueſt, had 
a new Suit of Cloaths made for him, and 
ordered Maſters to inſtruct him in Reading 
and Writing, in both which he was wholly 
ignorant. The crue] Uncle was then at his 
Country-Seat, and he choſe not to commu- 
nicate by Letter the Matter in queſtion, but 

rather to wait till his Return, which was ex- 
pected in a Month's, time, that he might 

Obſerve his Countenance, and the manner 
in which he would behave on receiving ſo 

unexpected a piece of Intelligence. 

In the mean time he ſpared nothing that 

might render the Time leſs tedious to the 

Perſon he intended to procure Juſtice for; 
and 'tis certain that being told he was the 
lawful Heir of ſuch a large Eſtate, and that if 
he were proved fo, he ſhould He much greater 
than him to whole Bounty he was now 
_ obliged for Bread, made him extremely im- 
patient to be in Poſſeſſion of all that Gran- 
deur which attends Riches; whereas if he had 
heard nothing of his Birth, he would _ 

| | > een 


e nook 
1 I „ OO  I Ns 7o . 
CCC 


. OY r n . 95 * 
i , 10 K 4 2 ” ho, Sew ae N 
e _—_ 8 . e be; n wn” 
ND nr Og AR 
L 


136 MEMOIRS f an 
been the moſt contented Creature in the 
World with his preſent State, and thought it 
infinitely beyond what he could have ever 
hopcd. „ 5 

At length the ſo much wiſh'd-for time 


arrived; and the Lawyer went to make a 
Viſit to the ſuppoſed Uncle. On the Queſtions 


he put to him concerning a little Nephew, 
he ſeemed furprized, but 'repl!y'd civilly 


enough; but on his asking of what Diſeaſe 


he died, how long ſince, and where buried, 
he began to grow angry, and ſaid he could 


not conceive the Motive that ſhould induce }. 


one, who was a perfect Stranger, to put In- 
terrogatories to him, which he could have 
no concern with, nor tor his own part he 
thought himſelf under no Obligation to an- 
ſwer. VVVö | EE 

On this the Lawyer began to ſpeak more 
plain, and told him that he was convinced 


the young Gentleman was ſtill living, that 


he knew how to produce him and the moſt 
unqueſtionable Witneſſes of his Identity — 
that he was determined to aflert his Birth- 
right, and therefore adviſed him, ſince Pro- 
vidence had in a miraculous manner preſerved, 
ſent him home, and reveaied him to Ferſons 
who knew how to procure Juſtice for hirh, 
to make up the Thing in an amicable man- 
ner; aſſuring him at the ſame time, that he 
would anſwer for the Heir io be content 


with coming into the immediate Poſſeſſion 


of the Eſtate, without calling him to an 


Account either for the long Arrears he owed 
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him on that Score, or the having kidnap'd 
him into America. | 
But this Propoſal he was ſo far from liſt- 
ning to, that he fell into the extremeſt 
Rage——told the Lawyer it did not be- 
come a Perſon, who had the Appearance of a 
Gentleman, to diſturb him with ſo idle a 
Story - that the Fellow he mentioned, 
ift any fach there were, was only an Im- 
poſter, and that he would take him up where- 
ever he could find him, and puniſh him as 
* luch. | | | 
The Lawyer argued with him for a con- 
fiderable time, repreſenting the Infamy muſt 
attend coming to a publick Trial, in caſe he 
were found guilty, in the moſt touching 
Terms; and taking no notice of the Contempt 
with which he ſeemed to treat all he ſaid 
to him, even deſcended to entreat he would 
b2 ſo much his own Friend as to comply 
with the Demands he made in behalf of his 
already too much injured Nephew, till find- 
ing all his Rhetorick and good Senſe were 
thrown away, he ſhewed him that he knew 
how to be ſevere when Mildneſs was of ſo 
little effect; and as he went out of the Room 
told him, that he ſhould now take a quite 
contrary Method with him, . and he mult 
expect hereafter to be treated by his Client, 
not with the Reſpect or Tenderneſs owing 
to ſo near a Relation, but with the juſt Re- 
tentment of a provoked Adverſary. | 
He made good his Words ——— he com- 
menced a Proceſs againſt him the next Day; 
the other defended himſelf as well = he 
could 
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could had recourſe to all the Artifices of | 
Law when employed in a bad Cauſe; but in 
ſpight of all he could do, the Day of Trial 
was at laſt appointed, and as he had it not 
in his Power to produce any ſubſtantial Proc 


of his Nephew's Death, was not fo wei 


as to flatter himſelf with ſurmounting thoſe 
glaring ones of his being alive; but as his 
Pride and Obſtinacy had hindred him from 
acknowledging his Tranſgrefſion, and te. 
funding what he had ſo long unjultly ce. 


tained, when he might have done it in a pti- 


vate manner, ſo did his Cowardice from be- 


ing able to ſuſtain the Apprehentions of that 


Punithment he knew muit be his Doom; and 
while the Judge was ſitting on the Bench, 
the Witneſſes. examining, and the Lawyers 
pleading, inſtead of coming into Court, 2. 
all his Friends expected, he retired to tis 
Cloſet and ſhot himſelf through the Head, 


A ſad Example to all whom Avarice tempts 
to unwarrantable Acts, and a Proof that 
Heaven is not regardleſs of oppreſs'd Inno- 
cence, even when ignorant of the Wrongs 


it ſuffers, it neither hopes, expects, or even 

petitions for Relief. ol 
„% May there be no Cauſe for Horrors cf 

de this nature to terrify my deareſt * * * * ** Þ 


* into ſuch a Deed of Defperation ! — tte 


& bare Thought of the Poſſibility of fuch 5; 
© Misfortune overwhelms me with Tears, 
cc Relt will be a Stranger to my Soul 
e *till | hear you are come off with Honour, 
„ which if you are not certain of doing, I. 
once more conjure you tg avoid all Hur 

| | 5: lets S 


« preſſions, who am, 


« leſs Attempts; but all I can ſay will be 
«ineffectual, if Heaven ſoftens not your 


* * 


« Heart, and gives an Energy to my Ex- 


Tour Lordſbip's 
moſt affectionate *** * * * 
and humble Servant, 


"ef ARES ES SENS 


Tedious as this Epiſtle was, Count Richard 


read it again and again; the Inſtances it con- 


tained {truck him with a ſecret Remorſe, 


which was perhaps the firſt time he had been 


ſenſible of it, and for that Reaſon might 
work the more ſtrongly on him con- 


victed within himſelf, he doubted not of be- 
ing fo by others. How could he indeed think 


otherwiſe when he conſulted his Reafon, and 


knew the Facts that would be proved againſt 
him? and nothing ſo plainly ſhewed him 


how guilty he muſt ſeem to the World, as to 


find a Perſon could not believe him innocent 


who ſo much wiſh'd him ſo, was near to him 
in Blood, and ſo little apt to put the worſt 


Conſtructions on Things, as the Perſon was 


who wrote this Letter to him. He reflected 


alſo that he had loſt all the Dignity of his 


Rank, that he was not only hated but deſpiſed, 
and that all he could do would never be 


able to retrieve the leaſt Reſpect or Love; 


that if even by the number of thoſe pretended 


Evidences 
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Evidences he had patch'd together, and was 
all he had to depend upon, he ſhould get the 
better of his Nephew, yet would he ſtill be 
far from clear of the Facts laid to his Charge, 
in the Opinion of the World; that he Was 
already pre-condemn'd in all Mens Minds, 
and it would not be in the Power of a Verdict 
in his Favour to eradicate what was fo deep!y 
founded, and of which he had every Day fome 
freſh Occaſion to be convinc'd of. 
He therefore,once in his Life, witely thought 
that if he had a Competency to maintaia the . 
Character of a Gentleman in ſome foreign 
Country, he might live more happily than he 
could ever hope to do at home, and began to 
wiſh that ſome Offer of that Kind would be 
made to him; but as there was no Appearance 
of any ſuch thing, he teſolv'd to make the 
Motion himſelf, by means of a third Perton 
—— Who to truſt with ſo Important a Nego- 
tiat ion was the chief Matter now he had to 
think on; and'after revolving a long time, and 
weighing the Characters and Diſpoſitions of 
all thoſe who were concern'd in his Cauſe, 
the Choiſe he made was Gir aldo, a Perſon 
who had brought him out of many Misfor- 
tunes into which his Vices or his Follies had 
formerly plung'd him, and who fearing his 
Succeſs in this, had often ſeem'd to with he 
were got rid of it with Safety, tho' he relin- 
guiſp'd the beſt Part of what bis Nephew 

cane. --. | 5 
To him, therefore, he apply'd, and confeſ- 
ſing to him the whole Secret of his Barbarity, 
aud the Methods he took to ſend away the 
| ; Che- 
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Chevalier James, and gain the Poſſeſſion of 
his Birth right, deſired he would bend his 
whole Thoughts on finding ſome proper 
Means to break the Matter to thoſe, who he 
thought had the molt Influence on the Heir of 
Altamont. | a» 
Geiraldo was well pleas'd with this Com- 
miſſion, he had for a long time perceiv'd his 
Client's Cauſe was bad, and was under jut 
Apprehenſions that the Iſſue would not only 
entail Shame on himſelf, but likewiſe on all 
who had undertaken to defend it, ſo for his 
own Sake, as well as for that of his Brethren, 
| he reſolved to be very aſſiduous in bringing 
about what now the Count ſeem'd to defire 
with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs. 
Count Kichard's Propoſals were, firſt to have 
a free Releaſe under his Nephew's Hand for 
| all the clandeſtine Practices, by which he had 
| ſo long ufurp'd his Right, and a yearly Pen- 
4 fon of twelve thouſand Crowns made ſure to 
him during his Lite, and to be remitted to 
I bim in what Country toever he made choice 
ot for his Reſidence ; on which Condition he 
promiſed to reſigu all the Titles and Eſtates 
> | he now was in Poffeſſion of to the Chevalier 
James, whom he was ready to acknowledge 
te Lawful Son and Heir of his Brother, the 
late Baron de Allamont. | | 
Þ 
; 


| CGiraldo thought the moſt proper Perſon he 
could addreſs to on this Score was Amico, to 
whom he accordingly went and propoſed it. 
That truly honeſt Man, tho' he knew 
I very well how little Count Azchard deſerved 
I cither from him or the Chevalier met, and 
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was not in the leaſt dubious of the Succeſ; 
of ſo juſt a Claim, yet on the Conlideration 
that he was of the ſame Blood with a Perſon 
ſo dear to him, promiſed to acquaint the young 


Nobleman with the Offer his Unele made, 


and even to do all iu his Power to prevail on 
him to accept it in caſe he found him refrac- 
tory, which, indeed, he had littie Reaſon to 
apprehend, as he told Gilde, conſidering the 
ſweet and forgiving Ditpoſition he had always 
obſerv'd in him. | En 
Well might Amico make this Promiſe in 
the Name of the Chevalier; for he was no 
fooner inform'd of tiis ſurpriſing Change in 
his Uncle's Humour, than he cry'd out, he 
ſhall have every thing be can ask of me — Bai 
as he has been, he is the Brother of my Father, 
and whatever Crimes he has been guilty , 
his Contrition now moſt amply atones for.” 
He alſo ſaid that his Uncle was too moceſt 


in his Demands, that twelve thouſand Crowus 


was too poor a Pittance out of the Fortune 
he was willing to reſign, and that he could 
not enjoy the Reſidue in Peace, unleſs ſo near a 


Relation had ſufficient to keep up a port ſome- 


what more like what he had been accuſton'd 


to, and he would therefore allow-him twenty 


thouſand. - | | 3 
TI hoſe Friends, who beſide Amico were mace 
Partakers of this Secret Franſaction, and heard 
the Chevalier James expreſs himſelf in Terms 


ſo worthy of a Man of Honour, Generotits, 


and all thoſe amiable Qualities, which diſtin 
guith the true Nobility from the countert:it 
and upſtart Race, were ready almoſt tor. 
down and worlhip him.“ But 
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But as much as they admir'd this Greatneſs 


2 of Soul in him, ſome there were who doubt- 
* ed, if he ever would have the Oportunity of 


putting thole glorious Sentiments in Practice; 
they apprehended the Sincerity of the Count's 
Converſion, and were apt to imagine this 
ſome Artiice to Circumvent and delay the 
Trial, and therefore adviſed him to let every 
thing go on as it no ſuch Offer had been 
made, till his Uncle in very deed had ſign'd 
the Relignation, confeſs'd in form his unjuſt 
Aſſumption, and delivered into his Hands, or 
ſome one entruſted by him, all the Patents, 
Writings, and other Things appertaining to 
the Titles and Eſtates. Fo 4 
Tho? the Heir of Altamont wou'd not de- 
prive himſelf of the Pleaſure the News of 
this happy Change excited in him, by en— 
tertaining any doubts of the Solidity of it, 
yet did he comply with their Advice, and 
ordered no ſtop ſhou'd be put to the Pro- 
ceecings. tn „„ 
Happy was it for him indeed, that he 
was not hurried by his too great Readineſs 
to believe the beſt, to do any thing which 
might have afterward been made a Pretext 
tor occaſioning a Demur. Not but Count 
Nichard's Intentions were really as he ſaid 
to G:iraldo, at the Time of his communica- 


ting them, but he remain'd but a ſhort time 


in that Mind; and when that Gentleman 


came to acquaint him, that he had not only 


lucceeded, but alto that the Chevalier Fames, 
of his own accord, was willing to add 10 
greatly to the Pention he had requeſted, he 


tound 
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found him quite another Man, and ſo far 


from thanking him for the Pains he had 
taken, or acknowledging his Nephew's Ge- 
neroſity, he told him that he was ſorry he 


had been ſo haſty, that he aw no Reaſon 
why he ſhou'd give up ſuch fair Eſtates a 
he now was in Poſſeſſion of, and live de. 


pendant on the favour of another, while 
there was a poſlibility of keeping them in his 
own Hands. Jn fine, he was now as much 
againſt receding as a tew Days before he 
had been deſirous of doing it, and the Arro. 
gaut and aſſured Air, with which even to the 
Perſon to whom he had cc:ifeit all in the 
molt abjeQ and fearful Terms, was ſuch as 
no other Man but himſelf cou'd be guilty of, 
and what was it that occaſioned this (ſtupid 
Inconſiltency ? — Surely the moſt infignif« 
cant vain. Hope that ever entered the Heart 


_ of Man, and which it was impoſſible he 


ever cou'd have entertain'd, if Heaven had 
not permitted him to oe deluded by it, 
meerly to prevent his having Recourſe to the 


only means that cou'd have, in ſome meaſure, - 


expiated his paſt Conduct, and ſecured his 


future Eaſe. But not to prolong the Reader's 


Expectation, he had juſt receiv'd a Letter 


from one who had been a Correſpondent 


with him in the North, and was no Stranger 
to moſt of his Actions, the Contents ot 
Which were theſe. RS 
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To the Count DE ANGLIA. 
My Lord, 


« As I am ever watchful for your Tnte- 
« reſt, I have found a Perſon who went to 
« the ſame School with the Chevalier James, 
« and is ready to depoſe upon Oath, that 
e he was never reputed there any other 
« than the natural Son of the late Baron 
« de Altamont, that Fuggan came frequently 
« to viſit him there as his Mother, and that 


ce the Baron hearing of it forbid him to own 


« her, becauſe ſhe was a dirty Creature ; with 
« a great many other Particulars, which I 


am certain mult be of great Service to 


« you the Man is ready to attend you 
© as ſoon as your Lordſhip ſends Money 
« for his Expences, which. it will be proper 


« you ſhou'd haſten, that he may receive 


« what further Inſtructions may be neceſ- 
« ſary he is a bold enterpriſing Fel- 
« low, and has Subtilty enough to anſwer 
4 any croſs Queſtions may be asked him — 


« ] dare anſwer you will proportibn his 


© Reward according to the degree of Merit 
« you ſhall find in him ——as to my ſelf, I 
6 defire no farther Favours till you have 
« finiſhed your Affairs, and remain, as ever, 


My LORD, 
| Your Lordſhip”s 
moſt obliged and autiful Servant, 
„„ Paurus. 


H The 
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The Count did not communicate the whole 
Contents of this Letter to Giralds, tho' it 
was afterwards found, but told him that he 
had ſuch Evidences in Petto, as wou'd make 
the Court ſtare when he produced them, and 
whatever Right the Chevalier James had in 
effect, he knew he wanted Proofs, and there- 
fore he was now determin'd to conteſt it. 
*Tis hard to ſay; whether G:ra/do was 
more ſhocked at the unparallel'd Wicked- 
neſs of his Client, which now lay open to 
him, or more vex'd for having undertaken 
any thing in his behalf —— he reſolved how- 
ever to avoid the Shame of being engag'd in 
ſuch a Cauſe, and told the Count imme— 
diatcly, that if he wou'd not ſtand to the 
Offers he had obliged him to make to the 
Chevalier Fames, he was determin'd to have 
no more to do with his Affairs - this 
occationed very warm words between them, 
Count Richard was now elate with this new 
Expectation, and wou'd ſuffer no Contra- 
diction — the other thought himſelf above 
'F being made the Tool of a Man of ſo fluctua- 
| ting a Humour as well as vicious Princi- 
ples; and they parted equally diſſatisfied with 
cach other. 8 | : 
The next Day Grraldo having wel! conſi- 
dered what wouw'd molt become him to do, 
ſent the following Letter to Count Ki. 
chard. | 
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To the Count DE ANGLIA. 


My Lord, | | 
« Had I been ſooner acquainted with the 


s true State of the Cauſe I was engag'd in, I 


« had quitted it much ſooner; it is however 
« not yet too late for you to provide your felt 
« of another Perſon to carry on your Affairs in 
© my ſtead, ſince you are determin'd to ſuffer 


„Things to come to Extremities — I wil 


„ not flatter your Lordſhip ſo far, as to tell 
« you | can wiſh Proſperity to an Under- 
«© taking which has ſo glaring an Injuſtice 
« for its Aim, much leſs contribute to it— 
I therefore take my Leave, and am 
Your Lordjhip's 
moſt humble Servant, 
 G1RALDo. 


P. S. My Clerk has Orders to deliver 
your Lordſhip what Papers are in m 


' «4 Hands, on your paying my Bill, Which 1 
 « deſire you'll be expeditious in doing, be- 


* cauſe I intend to return to. , by the 
« firlt Packet. 95 


Count Richard was now convinc'd of the 
Folly of his Behaviour, firſt in laying himſelf 
lo open to this Man, and afterwards affront- 
ing him; he endeavoured to keep him in his 
intereſt, by promiſing him great Things on 
the Determination of the Affair; but the 

| WS -- Other 
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other was not ſo eafily cajoled: He fore- 
ſaw the Infamy that mult attend a Perſon who 
_ adhered to him, after knowing as much as he 
did of the Villany of the whole T ranſattion, 
which it wou'd be impoſſible for him to 
deny, having been employ'd to negotiate an 
AQ of Indemnity for him with the Chevalier 
James: To do any thing therefore in defence 
of a Cauſe which he had Commiſſion to ac- 
knowledge as Illegal, wou'd indeed have 
been the utmolt Ablurdity, and when alledg'd 
againſt him at the Bar, as doubtleſs it wou'd 
have been by the Counſel for the Plaintiff, 
cou'd not fail of laying him under a ſevere 
Check from the Court. 1 
Count Ki hard ſent Meſſages after Meſ. 
ſages, intreating to ſpeak with him; wrote to 
him ſeveral Letters, and cvycn condeſcended 
to far as to go to his Lodgings; but he wou'd 
not be ſeen by him, nor return any other. 
Anſwer to the Perſons that came from him, 
than that he had already acquainted the Count 
with his Reſolution, which he might aſſure him- 


ſelf he wou'd not depart from, 
In the mean Time the Witneſs from the 


North arrived, and auſwer'd ſo well the Þ 


Character had been given of him by Paulus, 
that Count A:zchard was entirely ſatisfied 
with him, as it was indeed in his Nature 
to be with all new Acquaintance,  eſpe- 
cially if they had the Art of ſoothing his Va- 
nity, and this in part diſſipated the Chagrin, 
which the loſs of G:raldo had Occaſion'd. 


Our 
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Our truly noble Chevalier was all this Time 


not without his Share of Anxiety — — His 


generous Heart was touch'd with the utmoſt 
Compaſſion for the Obſtinacy of his unwor- 
thy Uncle He had been made to hope 
he was at laſt become a fincere Penitent, and 
had form'd a thouſand pleaſing Ideas, that he 
ſhou'd hear he was endeavouring to wipe off 
the Stains his former Actions had caſt upon 


his Name by the Regularity of his future Con- 


duct; and now to find his Converſion was 
either counterfeited to ſerve ſoine baſe End, 
or the Deſire of it ſhort-lived, and that he 


found himſelf obliged to continue to act to- 


ward him not as a Nephew but an Adverſary, 
turn'd the late delightful Proſpect of Amity 
and Forgiveneſs into fo ſad a Reverſe, as he 
could not reflect on without the moſt deep 
Concern. | 


He was every Day. however, receiving new - 


Viſits from Perſons who remember'd him an 


Infant, and came meerly through their Love 


of Jaitice, to make him the Offer of their 
Teſtimonies on the Day of Trial — How 
different was his Levee to that of his perfi- 
dious Uncle Here only People of Con- 
dition, Fortune, or Characters which well 
atoned for the Deficiency of Both, were to be 
ſeen There only mean Dependants, beg- 
garly Hirelings, Wretches who were known 
10 be of that Stamp as would at any I ime 


ſ:icrifice their Faith tor Bread, fill'd up the 


ſcandalous Circle, and paid a flaviſh Homage 
to their imperious Patron. —— Happy did 
they think themſelves who were admitted to 
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the one — To the other, thoſe who bad 
even the leaſt Shadow of a Reputation to 
loſe were aſhamed to enter — The Doors 
of the Chevalier Fames's Apartments were 
always open, and throng'd with Footmen 
with Compliments and perpetual Invitations 
from their Maſters — —— Thoſe of Count 
Richard ſhut againſt a Crowd of Creditors, 
importunate and clamorons for their juſt De- 
mands The Domeſticks of the former 
had Peace and Plenty in their very Faces — 
Thoſe of the latter had Penury, and Horror, 
——— | he nearer the Day appointed for the 
Trial approach'd, the more ſprightlineſs ap- 
pear'd throughout the Family of the Plain- 
tiff, while added Anguiſh ſat on the Brows 

of thoſe belonging to the Detendant. 
| It was not much above a Week before the 
Time prefix'd for the Deciſion of this great 
Event, when Count &:chard had a new Dil. 
turbance, and from a Quarter he had taken 
moſt care to guard againſt, and leaſt expected 
to receive it from. 

Among the various Intrigues he had in- *, 
with all kind of Women whom hecould pre- 
vail upon to liſten to his Addreſles, there was 
one that had about twothouſand Pounds in her 
. own Poſſeſſion: As he left no Stratagem un- 
tried to raiſe Mony, he wrote a molt paſſio- 
nate and tender Letter to her, repreſenting 
the State of his Affairs in their beſt Colours 
—— ſeeming to triumph over his Ad- 
ver ſaries, and aſſuring her there wanted only 
more ready Mony than he could at pre- 
lent raiſe to defeat all the Projects of his Ne- 
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phew, he therefore earneſtly conjured her to 
advance him all that was in her Power, 
which he wou'd endeavour. to recompence 
by making her his Wife on his return, and 
that if ſhe agreed to it, to prevent her from 
having any Doubts of his Honour, he defired 
ſhe wou'd ſend the Mony by a ſpecial Meſ- 
ſenger, who ſhow'd bring back a Contract of 
Marriage in form, ſign'd by his own Hand, 
and properly witnels'd. —- | 
All this was larded with the moſt fulſom 
Praiſes of her Beauty, good Senle, fine 
Shape and all Perfect'ons, that in his Opi- 
nion wou'd be a Grace to the Dignity he 
deſigu'd to raiſe her to he knew the Va- 
| nity wiiich is incident to the Sex, even in 
thoſe of the beſt Underſtanding, much more 
in one who he look'd upon as far from having 
any great Share of it, aud doubted not but 
the Baits he threw in her way wou'd be rea- 
dily ſwallow'd. The Title of Counteſs, 
it muſt be confeſo'd, has a prevailing Sound, 
and few wou'd retuſe the Advantages it be- 
ſtows; Count Richard therefore was not alto- 
gether fo much to be ridicul'd for the Imagi- 
nations he conceiv'd of his Succeſs in this 
Attempt, as he juſtly deſerved for many 
Others. Fa; A | 
Unhappily, however for his Deſigns upon 
her, it fell out that ſhe had an intimate Ac- 
quaintance with a Woman who was a Na- 
; tive of Azadea's Country, had known her 
before, and after her Marriage with Count 
 «Uchard. 
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To this Friend, as Women are . naturally 
apt to boaſt of the Offers made to them, 
elpecially if on honourable Terms, did the 
Count's Miſtreſs communicate how much 
ſhe was "admired by the Count de Anglia, 
telling her withal, that he was ſo preſling, 
that ſhe believed their Nuptials wou'd be de- 
ferr'd no longer than his return from. ******, 
On this the other aſſured her, that ſhe was 
impoſed upon, for to ber certain Know- 
ledge he had already a Lady to whom he 
was lawfully married in the Preſence of ſe— 
veral Pegjons of the firſt Quality, and alſo 
had by her three fine young Ladies: | 
An Intelligence fo diſagreeable to her In- 
clinations, did not immediately gain all the 
Credit it deferved — ſhe knew not but 
Envy of the great Fortune ſhe was going to 
enjoy, might be the Author of this Story, 
wich ſeemed to her the more fabulous, as 
the Count having his Reſidence for the moſt 
part in u, neither Wite nor Children 
had ever appear'd, or were talk'd of there. — 
But ſhe did not let her Informer into the 
Sentiments ſhe had on what ſhe ſaid, but 
ſeeming to make light of it, refolv'd to be 
aſcertain'd of the I ruth ſome other way. 
© Accordingly ſhe no ſooner had quitted her 
Company, than ſhe employed a Perſon to 
make diligent Enquiry into the truth of this 
Report among thoſe of that Country, where 
ſhe was inform'd the Count de Anglia kept 
his Family, and ſhe ſoon receiv'd a Confir- 
mation, which ſhe-was far from deſiring, or 
being pleaſing to her. 5 
| | Burning 
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Burning with Rage at the Trick he de- 
ſigned to put upon her, ſhe now turn'd all 
her Thoughts to Revenge, and having found 
out where to direct to Anadea, ſhe wrote the 
following Epiſtle, and ſent it by the Poſt. 


To ANADEA Connteſs DE ANGLIA. 


Madam, 


« Having receiv'd Propoſals from the 
« Count de Ang lia, which 1 think you ought 


« to be acqainted with, I chuſe to write my 
% Anſwer to you, who may, if you pleaſe, 
communicate it to him. As to the Praiſes 
& he ſo laviſhly beſtows on my Wit and 
Beauty, I do aſſure him I regard them not, 
& and look on what he ſays on thoſe Scores 
« only as dull Repetitions of Phraſes be- 


« ftow'd before on you, who doubtleſs may 


deſerve them more much leſs do l 
„ ſet any Value on his Love, his Heart has 
e been carried ſo often to Market that it will 
bear no Price — his Offers of Marriage 
indeed might be worth ſomething it they 


were not ſecond-hand, but tho' you may 


be good-natured enough to allow him a 
„% Wite for his Conſolation while abſent 
from you, I have too much Pride to be- 
come a Journey-woman to any Rival, be 
4 the ever ſo much my Superior in Birth, 
«© Merit or Fortune — U ſhall take it as a 
4 Favour, Madam, uotwithſtanding that yon 
« will let him know |1 think myſelf infi- 


« nitely obliged for the great Pains he has 


=F taken 
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taken about me, and will certainly return 


Wit, it ever it happens in my Power; but as 
to the Mony he deſires me to advance, 


my Father unluckily laid me under a Vow 
never to part with any, unleſs I had ſuffi- 


« cient Security for it: The beſt can be 
given by the Count de Anglia, is certainly 
that of his Nephew the Chevalier Famer 
* de Altamont, if he can procure me a Bond 
« from him, I ſhall comply with great 
« Readineſs, and pay the Mony into the 

«+ Hands of any Perſon he ſhall] nominate; 


In the mean Time I am his, and 


Nur Ladyſpip*s 
moſt humble Servant, 
| FITTEAI4A. 


2 P. S. „ The Count your Husband can give 


« you my Directions, if you think this de- 


_ « ſerves any Anſwer. 


What became of poor Anadea at the Re. 
eeipt of this !——She was no Stranger to her 
Husband's Baſeneſs, but this freſh Inſtance of 


sit, and ata Time when he was making the 


moſt tender Proteſtations, in order to an en- 
tice Reconciliation, ſhew'd him in worſe Co- 


ours, if poſſible, than he had ever yet ap- 
pear'd to her. | 


Her Soul was naturally ſoft and gentle, 


but Jealouſy will rouze a ſleeping Turtle — 
not but his Uſage of her had long ſince ſup- 
preit all amorous Emotions in his Favour, 
pet did not the Thoughts of that Return ot 


his 
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his Affection, which he of late profeſt, diſ- 
pleaſe her; and to find herſelf thus cruelly 


diſappointed and deceived, inſpired her with 


all that Rage the moſt paſſionate and tenaci- 
ous of her Sex uſually feel on ſuch occa- 
ſions. | : 1 8 
She flew to his Houſe, and with the bit- 
tereſt Reproaches threw the Letter in his 
Face: Eager as he was to examine into the occa- 
ſion, he endeavoured firſt to pacify her Fury, 
but ſhe wou'd liſten to nothing he ſaid, but 
cried, Read that, thou moſt unjuſt and bar- 


barous Man! —— See, ſee the Evidence of thy 


Treachery — thy black Deceit. 

On her continuing to urge him- in this 
manner, he peruſed Fizteria's Letter, and 
was too much ſurprized, and enraged at the 


Contents of it, to be able in the firſt Tranſ- 


ports to have recourſe to any Artifice which 
might have given a turn to the Meaning of 
it, and once more deluded Azades, . all 
he cou'd ſay was, that he knew nothing of 
what the Woman meant —— that there was 
ſome Miſtake in the Caſe — that ſhe. was 
mad, or ſome body had perſonated him and 
impoſed upon her — one Minute ſaid, he 
never heard of any ſuch Perſon as Fitteria, 
the next that he knew ſhe was a vile impu- 
dent Creature; and a Thouſand ſuch like 
Inconſiſtencies, which more made evident 
his Guilt. | ws 

Anadea had no Patience to endure the 
weak, the trifling Excuſes he aimed to 
make — ſhe retorted upon him every inad- 
vertent Word, and fo far from being any 
| | way 
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way pacified, ſhe flang from him, and in the 
height of her Reſentment went and com- 
plain'd of the fecond Injuſtice: he was about 
to do her to all her Acquaintance. 
She ſeemed no longer now the humble, 
mild, and ſuffering Anadea, who had for- 
merly trembled at his Frowns, and confeſſed 
Faults ſhe had ne'er been guilty of, glad to 
make Peace at any Rate—— (ſhe knew the 
Lady to whom he had falſified his Mar- 
tiage Vows, in making her his Wife, was 
no longer in the World, and her Claim to 
him was now lawful and unconteſted, ſo 
reſolved to exert her Privilege, and tho' ſhe 
_ wou'd not live with him as a Wife, deter 
him from the I houghts of being in reality a 
Husband to any other. | 
This new Breach between them, and the 
_ occaſion of it, being blaz'd through the Town 
increaſed the Number of his Enemies, and 
made thoſe who: before were ſo, more im- 
placable the Biſhop ſeverely reptimand- 
ed him, and the Ladies, who in general loved 
Anadea, loaded him with Reproaches 
His Lawyers looked on his Condition as 
deſperate, when he was obliged to have re- 
courſe to ſuch mean Stratagems to raiſe 
Mony, and preſs'd him for the Payment of 
the'r Bills — his other Creditors grew more 
impatient, and altogether drove him to the 
werge of Madness. 
What in his Power would he not have 
given to have been revenged on this Source 
of his preſeut Vexation ! the ſpightful Fitte— 
iris? how did he curſe her Malice in 
| Writing 
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writing to his Wife ! - her Affectation 


of Wit in the ſevere Sarcaſms ſhe threw 
upon him! her malapert Inſiuuations 


of his Nephew ! — in fine he could 


have ſtab'd her, and almoſt himſelf for puttin 
it in her Power to laugh at him, and expoſe 
him to others in this manner. 

Anadea after this would never ſpeak to 
him; ſhe had by means of the Clergy got 
Security for a Proviſion for herſelf and Chil- 
dren, which the perfect Knowledge of his 
Deceit and Baſeneſs forbad her to entertain 
any hope of enlarging, by pretending a Kind- 


neſs for him, and when ſhe came coolly to 
conſider, ſhe was well enough pleas'd to have 


this Opportunity of throwing off. 
Some however have repreſented this Lady 


as a bitter Enemy to the Chevalier James de 


Altamont, becauſe that in all Companies ſhe 
ſeemed to ridicule his Pretenſions, and did 
every thing in her Power to diſſuade all thoſe 
ſhe had any Influence over, from being any 
way Aſſiſtant to his making out the Validity 
of his Claim; but thoſe who judged in this 
manner ſeem to forget hew ſhe was circum- 
ſtanced, and what potent Reaſons ſhe had to 
Wiſh her Husband, unworthy as he was, 


might retain his Poſſeſſions —— tho' ſhe 


loved not him, ſhe loved her Children, and 


was not ſo broken either by Time or Grief 


as to have no Regard for herſelf; and as both 


| ' ſhe and them had no hope of Support, but 


* from the Settlement he had been compelled 
to make, what but Miſery and Want _ 
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ſhe expect if he ſhould be deprived of the 


Means of fulfilling his Obligation? 


The Chevalier James, whenever he was 
informed of any Efforts ſhe made to his 
Prejudice, was far from reſenting what ſhe 
did——he judged too rightly of her Caſe to 


think ſhe could in Reaſon act otherwiſe, 


and when his Friends condemn'd her Par- 
tiality, he always defended her Behaviour in 
this Point She certainly can have ne 
Malice to me, would he ſay, and I am apt 


to think if ſhe were as well acquainted with 
my Intentions as I am myſelf, ſhe would prefer 


the Cauſe of Fuſtice to that of Duty, w a 
Husband ſuch as Count Richard. 
Many there were that heard him ſpeak 


theſe Words, as he often repeated them, but 


none well underſtood their Meaning, till 
Amico being one Day inquiſitive on that 
Score, defired he would explain himſelf, 

To which he anſwered, Da know, faid he, 


my dear Amico, that my cruel Uncle once pro- 


poſed, and I conſented, that on his Ceſſion of 
all the Eftates and Titles that are my Dae by 
Birth, he ſhould receive out of them a certain 


Penſion that Agreement being now broke 


of -by his own Obſlinacy, I have ever fince 
7 


ermined, when Heaven ſhall put me in 


Poſſeſſion of my waged, 37 Zo allow 7o her 
and her Children, what 


before had reſolred 
to ſet apart for him. 3 | 
Who could enough admire fo true a Mag- 
nanimity ! Amico, tho* he wanted not 
this Inſtance, thought it ſo wonderful, that 
he could not reſtrain himſelf from burſting 
Into 
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into Acclamations, which ſome might have 
thought too violent fora Perſon of his Years, 
and that ſerious Deportment he was accuſtom- 
ed to. But this worthy Gentleman had now 


a double Cauſe for Tranſport ; he was charmed 
to ſee that Greatneſs of Soul, for which the 


Nobility of a certain Nation were once fo fa- 
mous, likely to be revived in one he ſo much 
loved, and to whom he had been a kind of 
Tutor; and he was rejoiced, beyond meaſure, 
to find that Greatneſs of Soul would exert 
itſelf in favour of an unhappy Lady who had 
many Virtues, and her innocent Children, 


v ho ſeemed to inherit nothing of their Father's 


Vices. 


He run on in praiſing this generous De- 


fign ſo long, that the Modeſty of the Che- 
valier was pain'd by it, and to put an End 


to all farther Encomiums, he told him that 
he over-rated by much the Merit of his Inten- 


tion he ſaid he thought he ought not to 
do leſs —— they were innocent, and it would 
be unjuſt to make them ſuffer for another's 
Crimes, and it would alſo be unnatural in 
him not to take Care of young Ladies ſo near 
to him in Blood. 1 . 

He entreated Amico, after this, to mention 
nothing of what had paſt between them to 
Anadea, or any of her Daughters; vor, ſaid he, 


that I Hall 2 my Mind, but it would 


look like bribing their good Wiſhes to let them 
| know my Intereſt ſhould alſo be theirs. 

Amico gave him his Promiſe he would be 
filent; whether he was able to contain himſelf 
ſo far is uncertain; but if he was not, Anadea 
| | Was 
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was too prudent to betray him. An Acci- 
dent however happened immediately after, 
which made the Generoſity of the Chevalier 
more publick than he intended it. 

Some Months before his firſt Embarkation 
for the Place of his Nativity, he had cntered 


himſelf into a N Je ey for their perfect 
Knowledge of the 
not leſs ſv for their Wit and Underſtanding 


aws of the Land, and | 


in the politer Arts; among the great Number 
of accompliſhed Gentlemen, which compoſed 
this celebrated Body, there was one called 
Portias, who no ſooner became acquainted 
with the Heir of Altamont, than he found 
himſelf attached to him with a peculiar Re- 
gard; the Chevalier James was no leſs in- 
clined to diſtinguiſh him, and this mutus] 
Liking and Eſteem ſoon ripened into the 
ſtrongeſt Friendſhip ſome Avocations 
he was engaged in would not permit him to 


accompany the Chevalier in either of the Viſits 


he made to Altamont; but the News of the 


Day being prefixed for the Deciſion of the 


Fate of a Friend, fo dear to him, having 
reach'd him, no Bulinefs of his own, or ot 
the World, could have with held him from 
coming to be preſent at it. 55 
Hie had been but a few Days in the Capital 
of that Kingdom, before happening to be in 
the publick Walks, he ſaw a young Lady 
whole Beauty in his Eyes far outſhone all he 
had ever beheld in one of the fineſt Courts 
of Europe -in fine, he gized on her ſo 
long *cill he was loſt himſelf poor Por- 
tius was downright in Love, and not know- 

5 ing 
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ng how to introduce himſelf to' the Object 
of his Affection, became extremely melan- 
cholly ——— he had followed her at a Di- 
ſtance, and ſeen into what Houſe ſhe went; 
by the Appearance it made, and the Servants 
about the Doors, he ſuppoſed it belonged to 


| ſome Perſon of Condition, but had not Cou- 


| well make him thoughtful 


rage to enquire the Name either of the 
Owner, or the beautiful young Lady he had 
juſt ſeen enter — Angry with himſelf for 
bis Timidity, he went next Day, and on en- 
' _ quiring, was told the Lady S lived 
there, — he then ventured farther, and asked 
if her Ladyſhip had any Daughter or Neices; 
to which they auſwered, ſhe had none who 
lived with her ———— ſuppoſing then his 
Charmer was a Viſiter, he beg'd to know 
what Gueſts had been with her the Day before, 
on which the Fellow he ſpoke to, growing 
ſurly, told him he deſired Impoſſibilities, for, 
ſaid he, my Lady has ſo much Company «x ber 
Viſiting-Day, that 1 have no time to acquaint 
you with the Names of half that come here: 
With theſe. Words he turned away, and 
would hold no. farther Diſcourſe. | 
Thus was the Lover in a moſt terrible 
Dilemma, he had loſt his Heart, and neither 
knew in what Part of that populous Town 
- to ſeek it, nor the Name or Condition of the 
fair Thief that ſtole it; a Situation which might 
he was juſt 
beginning to give way to all thoſe romantick 
| [Ideas which ſo much perplex the Mind when 
once that Paſſion gets Admittance, when the 
Chevalier James, Macario, and ſome other 
B de Gentlemen 
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a fine Quay not long fince built 
had not walk'd long before they were met by 
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Gentlemen took him along with them to view 
they 


Amico, conducting two Ladies, one of whom 
was the Charmer of Portis it would 
be needſeſs to fay how much he was tran- 

ſported at ſeeing her again, eſpecially as ſhe 
was with Amico, with whom he expected they 
would join Companies, but his Hope was 
diſappointed; Axadea, for it was no other 
than herſelf, who, with her eldeſt Daughter, 
had a little before met Amico by chance, not 


thinking it proper ta hold any Converſation, 
much leſs in a publick Place, with her Hus- 


band's Competitor, withdrew, taking the 
young Lady with her, before the others came 
near enough to ſalute them. eo” 

Portins had been inconſolable at ſeeing her 
thus ſuddenly ſnatch'd away, had it not been 


that he hoped to learn from Amico what he 


-p in vain endeavoured to find out him- 
. . | . 
pity that poor Lady, ſaid one of the Gen- 
tlemen to the Chevalier James, meaning Ana- 
dea. To which he anſwer'd, her Condition 
has indeed a Right to the Commiſeration & all 
Men of Honour. 7 
Trae, cry'd Amico haſtily, and therefore, Sir, 


yon ought not to permit her to languiſh in con- 


tinual Apprehenfions of an Illi, which you are 
determined ſhe ſhall never feel in Reality. 
Here the Chevalier would fain have ſtop'd 
his Mouth, but he would not be prevented 
from relating, to the whole Company, ttc 
generous Proviſion he intended to make tor 
- | the 
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the innocent Family of his inhumane Uncle, 


which occaſioned freſh Compliments to the 


Heir of Altamont by all but Portizs, who 
was ſo amazed to find his Adorable was the 
Daughter of Count Richard, that he was not 


able to utter one Word for a conſiderable. 


As many ſpoke at once, no notice was taken 
of his Silence, but he afterwards made his 


Apology for it to his dear Chevalier James, 


when he entruſted him with the Secret of his 
Paſſion for his lovely Couſin. 
The Chevalier's Deſigns in Favour of Aua- 
dea having once got Air, it ſoon became very 
much talk'd on, and never but with the ut- 
molt Admiration of his Virtue. 

As induſtriouſly as it is propagated by thoſe 


who have no Propenſity to do good Actions, 


that Heaven takes no Cognizance of what is 

done below, at leaſt or to reward or puniſh, 
the extraordinary Accidents we ſometimes ſee, 
is ſufficient to convince thoſe, who are not 
obſtinately blind, of the Fallacy of that Opi- 
nion; but of all the Inſtances ſet dowa either 
in facred or prophane Hiſtory, none ever 


was more remarkable than that of this young 


Nobleman, as I think every one muſt acknow- 
ledge, who traces the Means by which he 
came to be in a Condition to aſſert his Right. 
The Love and the Eſteem he alſo gained from 
People, who were not in themſelves of the 
ſtricteſt Principles, alſo ſhews that Virtue will 
always command Reverence, tho? not Imita- 
. tron, | 
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The Chevalier Fames was long ſince pro 
vided with ſufficient Evidences to make good | 
his Claim, and had given over all Search of. 
any more; yet now it was certain that the 
Trial was appointed, ſcarce a Day but brought 
him ſome new Aſſerters of his Cauſe, who 
came from the fartheſt Part of the Kingdom 
unſent-for, unthought-of, upon their own 
Expences, to declare the Truth of what they 
knew concerning him, and thoſe whoſe Teſti- 
mony ſeem'd immaterial, by being ſuch as they 
had a Number who. avouched the ſame 
Thing, and by that Means would only pro- 
long the Hearing, and give needleſs T roub'e 
to the Judge, ſeem'd eager to be made choice 
of out of the Multiplicity, as thinking it an 
Honour to themſelves to have their Names 
regiſtered in the Liſt of Defenders of fo meri- 
torious a Cauſe. A poor old Woman, who 
got her Bread by felling Toys about the 
Country, travelled on Foot above an hundred 
Miles to depoſe that ſhe fold him the fri 
Rattle he ever played with, that ſhe was in 
the great Hall in the Caſtle, and my Lady the 
_ Baroneſs de Altamont found Fault with it, 
and ſaid it did not make Noiſe enongh— 
that her Child was a Boy of Spirit, and loved 
a great Noiſe. On which ſhe went again the 
next Day and carried another, and that then 
the young Chevalier was in my Lady's Arms. 
who took the Rattle herſelf, and ſhook it to 
him, and ſeem'd exceeding fond. The old 
Woman farther asked one of the Servants 
how many Children my Lord and Lady had, 


and he told her they had no more than that 
i | One 
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one ſhe ſaw, and that they both doated on 
him, as -well they might, for he was a fine 
Child. 

This Witneſs made all the Gentlemen laugh 
heartily at the Deſcription ſhe gave of the 
Child's Cloaths, and how richly my Lady was 
dreſs d, and what Furniture was in the Hal}, 
and a thouſand Particulars, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the manner in which ſhe exprefs'd 
them, corroborated the I ruth of what ſhe 
alledged, and would have been a very good 
| Teſtimony of the Baroneſs's having a Son, 
had there been any Occaſion for more Proofs 
of it than what they had before the Arrival of 
the old Woman, 5 8 

A Man alſo who happened at the Time of 
the Chevalier Fames's Birth to be Butler in a 
Nobleman's Houſe near Altamont, but now 
lived in another Part of the Country, hearing 
of the Trial, came up to the Capital of his 
own Accord, and beg'd leave to be admitted 
zs an Evidence He was in the Room 
with his Lord when a Meſlige came from 
the Baron de Altamont to acquaint him that 
his Lady had brought a Son into tne World, 
and that afterwards, taking the Man down 
into the Cellar to make him drink, they had a 
great deal of Talk together about the Child, 
and that he, the Deponent, ſaid to the other, 
il warrant you'll have rare Doings now at 
the Caſtle; to which the Baron's Servant re- 
ply'd, Aye, my Lord is ſo tranſported that be 
i, quite another Man. He gave my Lady's 
Woman five Guineas when ſie brought him the 
News, and order'd Money and flroug Beer to 

| | he 
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be given away to all the poor People round 
about. 5 | | = 
This Witneſs was alſo very ſtrong, but 
ſuperfluous, as they had the Evidence of the 
Lord he ſerved, and to whom the Meſlage 
had been delivered. _ 

Another was a Maid-Servant in the Houſe 

where the Chevalier James was at School, 
and tho' now married, and the Mother of 
| ſeveral Children, left her Houſe and Family, 
| believing what ſhe had to fay might be of Ser- 
vice to the young Nobleman-— being asked 
by his Sollicitor what ſhe knew, ſhe anſwer'd, 
that a Quarrel happening between the Cheva- 
lier James and one of his School-fellows, the 
Other ſtab'd him with a Penknife in the Hip, 
that the Baron was preſently ſent for, and ſhe 
was in the Room when his Lordſhip came 
and brought a Surgeon with him, and heard 
him ſay, For God's Sake, dear Mr. be 
careful of him —— you know he is my only Son 
and Heir, and as my Wife and I are parted, 
ſhall hade no more lawful Children. She was 
allo ready to make Oath that the Chevalier 
was never look'd on as any other than the 
Son of the Baroneſs, and that ſhe never heard 
his Legitimacy once call'd in Queſtion. 
Her Evidence was alſo reckon'd of no 
Moment, becauſe they already had the Maſter 
of the School, and the Surgeon, who came 
with the Baron, to atteſt the ſame Thing, and 
were acquainted with much more convincing 
Circumſtances. + 

Another offer'd to depoſe, that being a very 
young Girl in the Baron de Altamont's Houle, 

they 
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they would not ſuffer her to come into the 
Room while my Lady was in Labour, but 


that to ſatisfy her Curioſity ſhe peep'd through 
the Key-hole of the Door, and ſaw her Lady- 


| _ ſhip delivered; and that preſently afterwards 


ber Woman came out of the Chamber, and 
' faid to one of the Maids, who was doing 
| ſomething on the Stairs, Thank God, my Lady 
| bas got a fine Boy. OE 
Neither was this thought of any Service, 
becauſe they had ſeveral others, who were 
Servants there at that Time, and ſaid the fame 
Things ſhe did, and much more, which either 
ſhe did not know of, or was not of an Age 
to remember. | | | 
Above twenty others, who had been diſperſed 
in different Parts of the Kingdom, now quit- 
ted their reſpective Habitations and aflembled 
at the Capital, all led by the ſame love of 
Truth, to atteſt either the Birth or Identity of 
the Heir of Altamont; but, as I have already 
obſerved, there was not the leaſt Occaſion for 
their Evidence, the Chevalier's Council having 
before found their Number was more than 
ſufficient. - | 
None of theſe poor People however would 
be prevailed. upon to return to their Houſes. 
till they had ſeen the Event, and had the Plea- 
ſure of congratulating the true Heir on the 
Recovery of his Right. . 
| What a Satisfaction muſt ſo much Love 
and Zeal afford to the Perſon who inſpired it. 
Had the wicked Count Xzchard, in the 
Height of all his Grandeur, and while he 
imagined himſelf in a ſecure Poſſeſſion, 2 
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half that ſincere Pleaſure his Nephew now feli 
in the unbought and diſintereſted Affection 


of ſuch a numerous Crowd, who were daily 
Wig up their Hands and Eyes invoking | 


Bleſſings on him? | | 
How true a Notion therefore of Happineſ, 


bad that amiable Lady who wrote in praile of 


Innocence. 


Hhat's Innocence ! a brighter Gem, 
Than e er enrich'd a Diadem! 

A Gem that bears a Price ſo high, 

As Crowns and Empires cannot buy! 
Yet by the pooreſt Mortal's Breaft, 
This matchleſs Treaſure is poſſeſt ! 
Jewel not like other Wealth, 

That's liable ts Fraud or Stealth ; 

Safe in its Cabinet "twill lay, 
Till by the Owner thrown away. 

O diſmal Bargain! when for Siu we ſell 


This Gem: tis Life for Death, and Heawen 


for Fell. 


The Truth of theſe Lines is too evident in the 
Characters of the innocent Chevalier James 4: 
Altamont, and the cruel, treacherous Count K:- 
chard, not to be obvious to every Reader — 
the former had always Peace within himſelf, 


Reſpect Abroad —— the latter was ever tor- 


mented with ſecret Horrors, and ſhocked 
with publick Scorn who is there wou'd 
not with to be the one! who not tremble to 
think he was the other en 
But to return to Portius, whoſe Love was 
rather heightned than abated by his Know: 
ledge, 


| 
| 
| 
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ledge, that the Idol of his Soul was of the 
fame Blood with the Chevalier James, thro? 


| the means of Amico, who frequently viſited 


Anadea, he was introduced to their Houſes, 
and had all the Opportunity he cou'd with of 
converſing with the Ladies; but was obliged 
to content himſelf with that, both Amico, 
and the Chevalier James himſelf, thinking it 
Vou'd not be ſos the intereſt of his Paſſion to 
diſcover it as things now were. 

„lt was indeed highly improbable, that 
Count Richard wou'd countenance the Pre- 
tenfions of a Gentleman, whom it was 
known had ſo great a Friendſhip for his Ne- 
phew, and as little likely that Azadea, or the 


| young Lady herſelf wou'd dare to do it with- 


out his Permiſſion, as it was on him alone 
ſhe depended for a Fortune. N 
Piortius was ſenſible of their Reaſons, and 


therefore behaved with great Circumſpection, 


tho* how Freat a Conſtraint he put upon 
himſelf, thoſe who are, or have been Lovers, 
may eaſily conceive=— his Condition, how- 
ever, Was not very pitiable; for not doubting 
but the Chevalier Fames wou'd get the better 
of his inhumane Uncle, ſhe wou'd then have 
nothing either to expect, or fear from the 
Authority ſhe at preſent was under. and con- 
| lequently leſs awed by it; ſo that all he had 
nmowito do, was to carry himſeif in fuch a man- 
ner as ſhou'd attract her Eſteem, and thereby 
lay the Foundation of a more tender Paſſion 
in her Heart, when the Diſcovery of His 
{ Own, ſhou'd make her know that Eſteem 
Was „ alone 
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alone was not ſufficient to render him 


happy. | + 
Whether Count Richard was inform'd or 


not of the Viſits this young Gentleman made 


to his Wife and Daughter, is uncertain, but 
whatever he heard of it he took no Notice; 


Attention. | 
Notwithſtanding he had given his Word 


plauſible Pretence for ſhifting off the ſo 


much dreaded Day, which now was near at 
Hand. — His own Invention being able to 


furniſh nothing at this critical ConjunQure, 
he reproached his Inſtruments for the dullneſs 
of their Capacities, and told them, that they 
deſerved to be hang'd for not being more in- 


duſtrious in the Service of a Nobleman, Who 


fed them, clothed them, did them the ho; 
nour of taking them with him in his Coach, 
and put them on the Foot with Gentlemen 
Vit was in Vain that they endeavoured to 
palliate his Wrath, by reminding him of thc 
various Stratagems they had form'd, ſome of 
Which had been ſucceſsful, and thoſe that had 
happen'd to prove the co ntrary were not- 


withſtanding not lefs artfully contriv'd — that 


they had already hazarded not. only their Lives 
but their Souls alſo, and were ready to loſe 
both, if their Perdition wou'd avail him 
ought; but confeſs'd that it was not in thei: 

LS Power 


nor *tis likely was under any Concern: He 
had others that lay more heavy on him, and 
were of more Conlequence to engroſs his 


and Honour to attempt no farther Demurs; 
all his Thoughts were bent on finding tome 


— 
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Power to think of any one Pretence which 
cou'd give any colour for farther petitioning 
for a Delay. | 

All theſe Reaſons and Submiſſions ſeem'd 
rather provoking than ſatisfactory to the 

Count; and being ready to tear his own Fleſh, 
cou'd not forbear venting fome Part of this 
frenzy of the Soul on thoſe who were oblig'd 
to bear it. No doubt but he wou'd have 
treated his Lawyers in the ſame manner if he 
durſt, but as they were not proper Objects 
to exerciſe his Fury upon, Fawning and Flat- 
tery were the Arts he practis'd to bring them 
into his Meaſures—— he told them he had yet 
other Witneſſes of great Importance to his 
Cauſe, whoſe Arrival he expected, and con- 
. jured them to endeavour once more for a ſhort 
Delay. 1 

The greateſt Patt of thoſe he urg'd on this 
Occaſion, were ſo incenſed at his Requeſts, 
that they were ready to throw up the Bufi- 
neſs ; and ſeveral of the Counſel proteſted, 
that if he attempted ſuch a Thing they wou'd 
be fo far from Pleading for him, that they 
wou'd go over to his Adverlary without a 
Fee. | - 8 
Vet all was too little to prevent this head - 
ſtrong, or rather this timid Offender, from 
doing what every one ſaid mult be his cer- 
tain Ruin, in order to gain a ſhort-lived 
| Reſpite from it there was one among tte 
Number whom he prevail'd on for a Sum 
of Money to file a Bill in Chantery for an 
Injunction to ſtop Proceedings ; than which, 


* as he had enyag'd to wave his Privilege, there 
1 e [ | 


2 cou 
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cou'd not have been a more mad AQion 
committed, and which any one who had ad- 
viſed wou'd have been cenſured by all the 
World, as a Perſon ſecretly bribed to his 
Deſtruction. 
80 amazing was it, that thoſe employed 
by the Chevalier Fames cou'd ſcarce believe it 
poſſible, tho” they had the Teſtimony of their 
own Eyes and Ears —— they however, loſt 
no Time, but put in a full Anſwer in three 
Days after. 

This Anſwer, tho* made, conducted and 
| filed in all the neceſſary Forms, the other 
took no notice of, but directly apply'd for an 
Injunction, as if no ſuch Anſwer had been 
filed —— lirange Audacity both in the Count 
and Lawyer! — an Action in which ſuch 
. Arrogance and Ignorance were blended, as I 
challenge all the Precedents of Contempt of 
Law and Equity to Parallel ! 

Thoſe of the Office where the Injunction 
was demanded, cou'd have no guelſs at the 
Trick put upon them, and readily granted an 
Order for the Sail Injunction, ſo that by this 
Artifice, had not the Perſons concern'd for 
the Chevalier been Gentlemen of uncom- 
mon Integrity, Penetration and Reſvlvtion, 
bad IPoſtponed the Hearing of his Cauſe, 
Heaven knows how ong, and given his wicked 
Antagoniſt time to conttive other Stratagems 
perhaps of the ſame Nature with thoſe 
which ſo providentially had miſcarry'd. 

But fo active were they in laying open this 
Scene of Villany, that the Count de Anglia 
had ſcarce manitelted the ſatisfaction of eg 

| accompliſh'd 
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accompliſh'd his Purpoſe, than he found his 
Agent in the black Affair ſeized in his Pre- 
ſence, and drag'd before a Judge, who, 
threatning him with the Puniſhment due to 
ſo glaring a Malpractice, he threw himſelf 
upon his Knees for Pardon, and voluntarily 
enter'd into a Rule to diſcharge the Order, ſo 
that the Time appointed for the Trial ſtood 
as it did, and all the wicked Count got by 
it was an Addition of Infamy and Vexation. 
This was ſo monſtrous a piece of Decep=- 
tion, that his Counſel were aſhamed to own 
they continued to act for him; but tho' they 
made what Excuſes they cou'd for him in 
Publick, as he was their Client, they all gave 
him up among themſelves; and ſpared not to 
tell him to his Face, that it his Cauſe was 
good, he took all imaginable Methods to 
make it appear bad, to do the work of his 
worſt Enemies, and bring Diſgrace upon his 
Friends. ö 1 
All this he was oblig'd to ſubmit to, and 
acknowledge that what had been done was 
wrong; but then, as was always his Cuſtom, 
he laid the blame on his Agent, pretending 
the Deſign was wholly his, tho? it was indeed 
his own, and he had in a manner compell'd 
him to the Execation. But what he ſaid on 
theſe Scores was little regarded —— and tho” 
the Inſtruments of his vile Practices met 
with the juſt Cenſure of the World, yet he 
was chiefly eondemn'd as the ſole Author 
and Abettor. - ; | 
One wou'd think that in this hurry of pro- 
miſcuous Verxations — this inceſſant Round 
„ of 
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of Diſappointments, Perplexities and Fears, 
he ſhou'd have little time for amorous A- 
muſements. . 3 

Vet had he a Miſtreſs lived with him un- 
der the notion of his Houte- keeper a 
pretty young Girl, whom he had debanch'd 
by fair Promiſes, and ſtill kepz on Promiſes, 
allowing her neither Clothes, Pocket- money, 
nor any Convenience in Life, but the bare 
Honour of Sitting at his own Table, and 
iometimes lying in his own Bed; neither 
cou'd he content himſelf with this Compa- 
nion at Home, but was continually ſending 
bis greedy Eyes Abroad in ſearch of new 
Conqueſts, or rather of new Opportunities 
of rendring himſelf ridiculous, as if Fate did 
not inflict enough for his Chaſtiſement, but he 
muſt ſearch new. matters of Moxtificat.on for 
himſelf - 5 5 

There lived in the ſame Street where he 
had hired a Houſe during his Stay in ***** a 
Gentleman pretty far advanc'd in Years, who 
was lately married to a very agreeable Wo- 
man, much younger than himfelf. Her Per- 
ſon pleas'd the inconſtant Heart of Count 
Richard, and the Circumſtances ſhe was in 
flatter'd his Vanity with a Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs; he found means to get acquainted with 
the Husband, in order to be introduced to 

the Wite, and ſoon after he was ſo, took an 
Opportunity of diſcovering his Paſſion. 

The Lady was virtuous, but extremel7 
Gay, and nothing was more pleaſing to her tban 
an Occafion to laugh at, the Follies ofjthoſe who 
preended to admire her: She was perfectly 

| | We! 
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well acquainted with the Character of Count 
Richard, and thought ſhe cou'd not have a 
better Subject for Diverſion for herſelf, and 
her Companions — ſhe therefore made no 
Attempts to check his Flame,or the Hope ſhe 
eaſily perceiv'd he had entertain'd of gaining 
her, but rather put in practice all the Arts of 
Coquetry to heighten his Delires — ſome- 
times ſhe wou'd look on him with a kind of 
Languiſhment in her Eyes, which made him 
think her jult ready to fall into his Arms; 
then, all on a ſudden ſtart into the utmoſt 
Gaiety, and anſwer the Preſſures her former 
Bchaviour embolden'd him to make with one 
or other of thoſe Songs, which by frequent 
going to Ballad Opera's ſhe was well furniſh'd 
with —— one Moment ſhe was coy even to 
Shineſs, the next all coming kind and eaſy— 
in fine, ſhe gave him all the room imagina- 
ble to think ſhe might be won, but that there 
was ſomething wanting on his Part, and 
which ſhe expected before ſhe wou'd comply 
he reflected that the three great Charms 
to Womankind are Flattery, Treats, and Pre- 
tents — the firſt he had in a moſt plentiful 
manner beſtowed on her, the ſecond he had 
little Opportunity of doing, becauſe ſhe had 
given him tofunderſtand her Husband was pretty 
much inclin'd to Jealouſy, and ſhe cou'd not 
_ £60 Abroad or at lealt ſtay long without him 
it mutt therefore be the third?%; and as his 
Situation at prefent was the leaſt convenient 
to him, for it wou'd neither befit his Quality 
nor the Reſpect he profeſs'd for her, to make 
ner an Otter ot any thing of a {mall Value. 
np ; He 
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He hefitated not long however, how he 
ſhou'd behave; he was diſtractedly in Love, 
and his Paſſion muſt be gratified; in order 
to which he went to a Jeweller and bought 
a fine Diamond Ring, which he immediately 
carried to her, and intreated her to wear for 
his Sake — the pleaſure with which ſhe re- 
ceiv'd it made him know he had taken the right 
Method, and now hoped he ſhou'd ſoon be 
at the end of all his Wiſhes; but ſhe ſoon 
convinced him he had but made a beginning; 
for the very next Viſit a Lace Woman 
brought in, as if by chance (but indeed by 
her own Appointment a fine Head-crets, 
which ſhe ſeemed mightily taxen with, tried 
on before him, to let him fee how well it 
became her, and then cried, it was a lad 
thing to have a covetons Husband ——- and 
then in the ſame Breath, yes if he were at 
Home, ſaid the, I don't think he wound pre- 
fuſe me. — . : 
Count R:chard muſt have been dull indeed, 
if he had not ſeen ſhe wanted him to give it 
her; and tho? he withed the Woman at the 
Devil for bringing it when he was ſo un- 
lucky as to be there, yet as he had gone ſo 
far, he thought {he muſt not run the Riſque 
of diſobliging, or fperhaps loſing his Mi- 
ſtreſs, by not humouring her in what ſhe ex- 
preſs'd ſo great ja Fancy for, ſo told her in as 
Cavalier a manner as he cou'd, that ſhe had 
no oc aſion to regret her Husband's Abſence 
for ſuch a Trifle—— for if ſhe wou'd permit 
him, he wou'd ſupply his Place — to theſe 
Words ſhe made no Anſwer, but held down 
5 her 
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her Head, with ſo ſignificant a Look as 


made him{aſſured in his Mind that ſhe deſign'd 
he ſhou'd ſupply her Husband's Place in 
ſomething more agreeable to him than this. 
Tranfſported with the Thought, he took a 
BankzVill out of his Pocket, with which he 
was to have paid one of the moſt importu- 
nate of his Lawyers, and gave it to the Lace- 
Merchant for the Head-Dreſs, telling the 
Lady, that he look'd upon himfelf as ex- 


tremely happy, in being favour'd with her 


Acceptance of it. . 

After this, he never came, but ſhe contrived 
it ſo as to have Snuff. Boxes, Buckles, T'wee- 
zers, Smelling- Bottles, or ſome other curious 


Toys brought in, few of which ſhe did not 


find ſome Pretence or other to make him lay 


down the Money for. | | 
By what has been faid of the Count's im- 


5 patient Diſpoſition, it may ſeem ſtrange that 


he wou'd part with a thing fo precious to him as 
Money at all Times, dut more eſpecially now 
when he ſo much wanted it, without a more 


valuable Conſideration than any he had yet 


-eceiv'd. But artful as he was, the Lady he 


had to deal with was infinitely more fo, ſhe 
* wou'd often raiſe his Expectations to the 


higheſt Pitch — make him imagine himſelf on 
the Verge of all he wiſh'd, and then by ſome 
Stratagem which he ſaw not the Contrivance 


Of, ditappoint, and te..d him away curfng his 


ill Fate, yet ſtill hoping a more favourable Op- 
portunity. Les 
Various Times has ſhe planted ſome of her 


Female Acquaintauce (who were in the Plot 
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with her, and with whom ſhe diverted her 


ſelf at his Expence) in the next Room, theſe 
had their Cue of Entrance by a certain Signal 
ſhe gave, Whenever her Lover grew more 
bold, and attempted to take greater Liberties 
than ſhe intended to allow him, and came in 
as if by accicent. 

Sometimes ſhe wou'd tell him her Husband 
was to Svp abroad, and promiling to be de- 


nied to all other Com pany, appoint her be- 


lieving Lover to come at the very Hour f he 
knew he wou'd be at Home—— it wou'd be 
endieſs to recount the various Interruptions her 
fertile rain invented, and yet ſeemed all the 
bee of Chance, and ſhe pretenced to regret 
O lefs than himſelf. 

Ar laſt, having ſufficient! y teiz'd kim this 
wy: ſhe 'bethought herſelf of another Game 
to play upon e nad never ſeen ner 


Hand fo ſhe ſ ſate down and wrote to him 


in her Husband's Name the following Billet. 
To RICHARD Count DE ANGLIA 


My Lord, 


„Rank neither 's, nor ought to be a Sau- 
«& Ction for tale Actions, and as I am 2 
= = ol and 2 Man of Honour, have a 


„ right to call any Nian to Acconnt who - 


ofers me an injuſtice — you, my Lord, 
have attempted to wrong me in the ten- 


% dereſt Foint, | therefore expect you to 


et meet me Io-morrow about Nine in the 


+ Morning in the Field behind the Col- 


ege- Garden, to give me that Satisfaction 
* which 
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« which Character and Peace of Mind re- 
„quite —— as the Quarrel concerns only_ 


« qurlſclves, I ſhall come alone, aud deſire 
i you will do the lame, to 


Tour Lordſvips, e. 


LEONARDO. 


# 


P. S. Pleaſe to fend an Anſwer by the 
6. Bearer,” - — 


This fhe ſent by a Perſon ſhe could confide 
in, charging him to fay he had it from her 
Husband, and to bring the Anſwer to her. 

The Count was extremely ſurprized and 
vexed at receiving it; he was vex'd both at 
the Diſcovery of his Defigns upon the Lady, 
becauſe he feared it would Occaſion a total 
Diſappointment of them, and allo at the Ne- 
ceſſity there was of his fighting her Husband, 
or being expoſed by him as a Coward. 
The latter of which, however, ſeem'd to 
him the leaſt Evil; for he imagined that he 
might evade any ſmall Reproaches he might 


have on that Head, and in cale any grols Af- 
front ſhould be offer'd, he might have recourſe 


to Law for an [nfult on the Peerage. 
To bring himſelf off as handſomely as he 
could, he made his Excule in theſe Terms. 


"_ 


———— 


| than this Epiſtle — they found the Coward, 
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To Monſieur LEONARDO. 
SIR, 


% Tho' I am altogether a Stranger to what 
you mean, and look upon it as an Indecency 
* to accuſe a Man of my Quality with de- 
„ ing guilty of Injuftice, unleſs you had 
„ Proofs, which my perfect Innocency aſſures 
* me you cannot have, that I deſerve it, I 


« ſhould not ſcruple to meaſure Swords with 


you, if Reaſons of more weight than any 
* Provocation you can give did not at this 
% Time with-hold me to be plain with 


© you, I ſuſpe& you are inſtigated by the 


*% Chevalier James to force me into a Quar- 
& rel, which, 'tis poſſible, he may depend 
« enough upon your Proweſs to fancy, will 
&« rid him of a Perſon, who, if he lives, will 
« ſoon have an Opportunity to chaſtiſe his 
« Preſumption taking this for granted, 
«© you will not wonder [I poſtpone the Satis- 


faction you demand of me, 'till the Con- 


«© teſt between me and that Impoſter is de- 
« cided when I have done with him, I 


may perhaps give you Cauſe to repent the 


& Freedom you take with a Perſon ſo much 
above you. | | 


R. DE ANGLIA. 


5 Nothing had ever afforded more Diverſion 


to the Wite of Leonardo and her Companions 


the 
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the Calumniator, or the vain Coxcomb in 
every Line; but this being the Maſt | rick they 
intended to put upon him, fhe tat a:wn and 
wrote to him-once more, to let him know all 
ſhe had done was but to revenge herſelf, (like? 
the merry Wives of H:zdſor in the Play) on 
him, for the mean Opinion he had of her Vir- 
tue, in attempting it in the manner he had. 
Theſe were the Terms in which ſhe expreſs'd 
herſelf. — 1 85 


To RICHARD Count DE ANGLIA, 
My Lord, 


] am tempted to make you my Confident 
by two Motives, the firſt is my Regard for 
your Lordſhip, the other is that which I 

* have for myſelf — Know then, to eaſe 
“you of all the Apprehenſions you may be 
* under on Account of Leonardo, that he _ 4 
* is perfectly ignorant of the Honour you on 
* intended him by making him a Cuckold; | 
and to clear my own Character of a virtu- 
* ous Wife; know alſo, that I never encou- | 
* raged your Attempts but with a View of 1 
| + puniſhing them, I wiſh I could add that alſ9 1 
| * of reforming you; but I believe that has 
| * long ſince ceas'd to be a Hope Cha- 
| © rity, however, you muſt own, was part of 
my Intention in accepting the Preſents you 
made me, ſince I took them with one 
Hand, and gave them with the other to i] 
| © your poor Houſe-keeper, who, I am in- 4 
1 i | © M form'd, 5 ö 
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my part, I deſire to retain nothing of your's 
but the Memory of the fine I hings you 


have 


ſaid to me, which will be a laſting 


Jeſt with me and thoſe Friends, who, un- 
ſeen by you, were Witneſſes of them. 
I cannot take my Leave of you without 
expreſſing ſome Surprize, that a Man fo 
bold in Love ſhould be fo timid in Arms, 


moſt 


the Lover and the Warrior, for the 
part go together at leaſt it is 2 


Maxim with us Women, that the Brave 


are A 


Iways faichful ; but your, Lordſiiip. ! 


perceive, chuſes rather to dare that Thing 
called Vengeance from above, than a drawn 
Sword below the Eye goes a great way 
in influencing your Pattions——ilis out ot 
Sight, . hanging o'er your Head, are fir. 
leſs dreadful than a Weapon pointed a. 
your Breaſt——— be of Courage, therefore, 
you are in no Danger of the oe, on mi 
Score at leaſt, whatever you may be of ihe 


other 
lieve 
man 


from the Hand of Juſtice—— 1 be- 
the Name of a certaia young Noble 
gives you a Tremor every time you 


hear it; ſo 1 will forbear to mention it, and 
am, with a true Senſe of your Lordſhip's 


Meri 


: Inc, 


ts, and the Happineſs you deiigned 


Naur molt humble, 
FIDELIA 


Ehis 


a — —_ £4 6 
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This Letter ſne accompanied with one to 
his Houſe-keeper, and a Packet, containing all 
the Preſents ſhe had received from the Count 
de Anglia. To her ſhe wrote in this man- 
ner; 


To FLAVIA. 


Honſe-keeper and Heart-keeper of the noble 
Count DE ANGLIA, 


Pretty Laſs, f vr Maid I canno? call yon, 


* 1 fend you here ſome Frinkets which 
« my Eyes (I atlure you no other Part of me) 
has earn'd for you of the Right Honourable 
„ Peer above named: Wear them for my 


Sake, and whenever you look upon them, 


© ſay to yourlelf, Other Nomen get ſuch fut 
« Things by the 1 of their Loders; but 
% owe theſe to the Faljoood of mine 


« Do not let him take them from you, 1 
charge you, fince you do not owe them to 


e him, but to 


Toar aukaown Mell wiſßer. 


It would be little poſſible to repreſent Count 


Richard's Altuniſhment when he found the 


Letters ſign'd Leonardo and Fidelia were both 


wrote by the ſame Hand, and that all the Pains 
he had taken, and all the Expence he had 
deen at, was only to render him ridiculous to 
a parcel of inſignificant Women; when he 
caing to that Part which -mentioned the Re- 

h turn 
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turn of the Preſents he had made her, he ran 
haſtily to Flavia's Apartment, and found her 
buſy in admiring the Things had been juſt 
then brought to her: She was not, however, 
ſo much taken up, but the Letter ſhe had re. 
ceived with them ran in her Mind, and on the 
Count's asking what ſhe had got there, the 
ſhew'd him both the one and the other. 

He never was more at a Loſs in his Life, 
than he was now, for what to ſay on this Oc- 
caſion; but reflecting that he had to do with 

a ſimple, harmleſs Creature, wholly unac— 
quainted with the World, and therefore eafily 
impoſed upon, he told her, it was true that 
he had made thoſe Preſents to a Lady, but 
ſhe was a married Woman, and one whom 
he had no other Deſign upon than meerly to 
engage her Intereſt with her Husband, in or- 
der to borrow a Sum of Money of him againſt 
the Trial came on; but, added he, I find ber 

Vanity has miſtaken my Civilities, and conſtrued 
that into a Lit ing of her Perſon, what tw in- 

tended only to ſerve my ewn Turn with ber 
Huiband. | 

This Turn had all the Effect he deſired it 
ſhould ; Flavia believed what he told ber, and 
was perfectly eaſy as to the Score of Jealouſy; 

but when the heard him ſay he was glad the 
other had return'd the Ring, Head dreſs, and | 

all the valuable Toys, becauſe he believed it Þ 
would be in his Power to diſpoſe of them for 
very near what they coſt him, ſhe'was read) | | 
to die with Grief. e 


0 #y 
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0 my Lord, cry'd ſhe, you will not be ſo un- 
juſt to take from me what you beftowed on One 
who has as freely reſign'd the Property to me. 
It was in vain that he endeavoured to con- 
_ vince her ſhe miſtook the Matter that 
he told her it was neither in his Inclination 
nor in his Power, at this Time, to make 
Compliments fo expenſive to any Woman in 
the World, without a View of gaining double 
Advantage to himſelf; all his Arguments on 
this Score were thrown away: The ſame 
Simplicity which had render'd her ſo credu- 
lous as to the Motive of giving the Lady 
thoſe Things, made her no leſs obſtinate in 
apron. to Keep them, ſince they were given 
0 er. | 
As the Girl was neceſſary to his Pleaſures, 
he was unwilling to put her out of Humour, 
and therefore talk'd to her a long time in the 
Jr Strain ; but finding all his ſoothing 
had not the leaſt Effect, began to loſe all Pa- 
tience, and told her, that if ſhe was a Fool, he 
was not mad, to let ſo much Money lie dead 
in Baubles in her Hands, when he wanted it 
on ſuch material Occafions, and that therefore 
ſhe muſt part with them. Ee 
He had juſt began to talk to her in theſe 
commanding Terms, when one of his Foot- 
men interrupted what he was going to ſay 
turther, by telling him a Gentleman entreated 
to ſpeak with his Lordſhip. On which he 
went to the Dining-Room, leaving Flavia 
in Tears. 5 
After he was gone ſhe ane w reflected on the 


Unkindneſs and Injuſtice ſhe was treated with, 
in 


oy 


— 
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in being robb'd of what was a free Giſt to her- 
elt, and refolving not to part with, it the could 
any way avoid it, with what ſhe look'd upon 
ſo much her own, ſhe took the Opportunity 
of his leaving the Room, to pack them vp in 
her Handkerchief, and taking the Letter with 
her, went directly out of the Houſe, in order 
to take Advice how ſhe ſhould proceed, ſo as 
to have the uninterrupted Poſſeſſion of this 
Treaſure. N 2 | 
The Perſon ſhe went to conſult was her 
Uncle, a very ſhrewd Man. He had been a 
 Pawnbroker, a Stockjobber, and a Gentle- 
man's Land-Steward, and having been engaged 
in Law-Suits himſelf, knew all the Querks 
and Evations of that Profeſſion. He no ſoon- 
er heard the Story, and peruſed the Letter, 
than he told her, that the Count had no Kight 
to demand any of the Things which had been 
ſent to her. He then began to calculate the 
Value, and found it amounted to more than 
the Friendſhip of her Lord was worth, in his 
preſent Circumſtances——— therefore adviſed 
her rather to part with him than the Gifts. 
As ſhe had neither Senſe nor Delicacy 


PV . 80 . 


made before Enjoyment, and was now atlured 
by her Uncle, that in all Probability he won 
ſoon be utterly undone by his Nephew, tic 
1. | | hein 
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Chevalier James, whoſe Claim, he told her, 

was look'd upon by all the World to be true 
and valid. 

In fine, it was agreed that ſhe ſhould ſtay 
with her Uncle, and that he ſhould ſend and 
demand her Cloaths, and whatever other 
Things that ſhe had left behind her at the 
Count's Houſe, | 

In the mean time, that infatuated Man was 

raving like a Bull on hearing ſhe was miſſing, 
but much more ſo on hearing the Meſſage 
ſent by her Uncle: He ſwore ſhe had robb'd 
him, threatned to have her ſeized for Felony, 
and to proſecute any one who ſhould enter- 
tain her, or the Things ſhe carried with 
er. 
But what avall'd this Storm of incoherent 
Indignation! theſe Menaces, but to 
rend his own Lungs! he had to deal with 
one who was not to jibe terrified ; he went 
boldly to his Houſe, told him he was a Scan- 
dal to the Rank he hols and that he even 
adted below the meaneſt Servant he had in his 
Family, to think of rifling a poor young Cxea- 
ture whom his Inſinustions, falſe Promiſes, 
and pretended Love before had ruin'd. 

For a Whilc he thus encounter'd the loud 
Words of the Count de Anglia with louder 
yet; but When the Force of both was a little 
exhauſted, he fell into Argument, and ſo 
Plainly proved his Neice's Right to what was 
given her, no matter by whom, or to whom 
originally beſtowed, that the Count was quite 
confounded, and had nothing to offer in Op: 
poſition. He then became as mild, as _ 

b 0 
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he had been outrageous, confeſs'd the too 


great warmth of his Nature had hurried him 
beyond his Reaſon, and defired a perfect Re- 
_ conciliation with Havia; but the Uncle would 
by no means conſent ſhe ſhould return; he 


pretended to the Count, that ſhe had reſolved 


to retrieve the Reputation ſhe had loft, but 

the old Hypocrite in Truth had different Views 
for her; he thought her Youth and Beauty 
might entitle her to a better Proviſion, and 


was willing ſhe ſhould take this Opportunity 


to quit a falling Houſe. | 
Thus was the gull'd Count at once deprived 


of all his Hopes of Fidelia, the Society of 


Flavia, the Money he had laid out in Preſents; 


and, what was yet more ſtinging, was expoſed 


to a thouſand ſcurrilous Jeſts on this Occa- 
ſion the Departure of his Houſe- Keeper, 
and the Motive, being whiſper'd from one 
Servant to another, foon reach'd their Princi- 
pals, and Fidelia and her Friends, who beſt 
knew the Foundation of the Story, were 
above all delighted with the Conſequences of 
their Frolick. 2 EW 


O did ever Man of Quality take ſuch 


Pains to render himſelf ridiculous and con- 
temptible! —— Did ever Vice and Folly ſo 
predominate in any one Breaſt! Was 


ever Conduct fo wildly inconſiſtant— 
Can any Age afford a Parallel Character to 


this! 


or Will it be believed that ſuch a 


one there was! | 2 | 
hut let us turn from the ungrateful Pro- 
ſpect— let us leave the greatly ſtupid wick- 
ed Man to gnaw on his Crimes, and ag 
© | | yes 
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Eyes where Virtue, Peace and Harmony: in- 
vites let us behold the Heir of Altamoònt, 


and his worthy Friends indulging innocent 
Mirth, and pleaſing themſelves with the Re- 


flection that the Day, the happy Day, which 
they had no room to doubt would put a Pe- 
| riod to all their Pains, was now ut Hand — 
with them was no Contuſion, no Perplexity, 
no Hurry of Spirits, all was prepared, and 
they had no more to do than wait calmly for 
the bleſt Deciſion. _ = 

To make even the ſhort Time that now 
remained ſeem yet more ſhort, Variety of 
Amuſements were contrived; among others 


a Ball was given by a Gentleman, who had 
been extremely intimate with the late Baron 


4e Altamont, and the preſent Count, and tho? 
2 Partaker with them in ſome of thoſe Ex- 
curſions which are ſo much found Fault with 
dy Perſons of tiper Vears, had always a great 
Share of Penetration — he ſaw the Difference 
between thoſe Brothers, and that what in the 
one was only the inordinate Sallies of an un- 
bridled Youth, was in the other confirm'd 
Vice — he therefore loved the Baron, but 
nevet could brook the deſigning Temper of 
his Brother, and for a great Number of 
Years had refuſed to hold all Converſation 


with him; but he no ſooner heard the Che- 
valier James was living, the foul Play had 


been Offer'd him, and of his Arrival, after 
lach a Series of Sufferings, than he cry'd out, 
as if inſpired with a prophetick Spirit, This, 
this is he, who ſeems born to redeem the 

e Repu- 
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Reputation of his Family, too much ſullied 
by the preſent Count. 

He was one of the firſt who took notice of 
the Chevalier on his Arrival, introduced him 
to the beſt Company, and on all Occaſions 
took care to vindicate the Juſtice of his Pre. 
tenſions; which indeed none was better ac- 
quainted with, having ſeen him in his In- 

fancy, heard his Father a thouſand times re- 
gret thoſe Misfortunes which obliged him to 
conceal him from the World a while, and 


declare the Tenderneſs he had for him, even 


after the Force of his Paſſion had hurried him 
to an unlawful Marriage with Helene, as 
was mentioned in the firſt Part of this little 
_ Hiſtory He alſo knew, that had that un- 
_ Happy Nobleman lived but a ſmall Time, it 
would not have been in the Power of all 
her Charms, nor the Perſuaſions of his Bro- 
ther, to have had his darling Son ſeparated 
from him, tho*, perhaps, he would not have 
ventured to have lived publickly with him in 
a Kingdom where he had unjuſtly rais'd Mo- 
ney on his pretended Death. 


* 


_ Tho? now far advanced in Years, he re- 
tained all the Sprightlineſs of Youth, without 
its Levity, and there was none, Macario, A- 
mico, and Portius excepted, in whceſe Con- 
verſation the Chevalier James more de- 
lighted. | B 

| There were preſent at this Ball, two Counts, 
eight Barons, and a great Number of Gentle- 
men of the beſt Families and Fortunes in the 
Kingdom —— As for the Ladies, they were 
all of tham Perſons of Reputation and Con- 


dition, 
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dition, and never had any private Gentleman 
a nobler, brighter, or more polite Aſſem- 


bly. 

The Chevalier James received many Com- 
pliments on his Dancing, and manner of Be- 
haviour, and ſome there were, who before 


were dubious of his Birth, now owned them- 
ſelves convinc'd, and ſaid to each other. Ie 


cannot be born of leſs than he pretend. n 
every Air— every Motion ſpeaks him of real 
Quality—— others again, whoremember'd the 
Baroneſs de Altamont, were aſſured of it by 


| the great Relemblance he had of that moſt 


amiable Lady, and all 2 he wanted only 
to be ſeen, to be loved, eſteem'd, and ac» 
knowledg'd for what he ſaid he was. 


But if any of this noble Company were 


yet not perfe&tly allur'd, an Adventure hap- 


pen'd this lucky Night to make them ſo. 
As they were about to ſit down to a hand- 


ſome Collation, word was brought in that a 
Gentleman juſt arriv'd from Abroad inquired 
for the Chevalier James de Altamont, and was 


very deſirous of ſeeing him on which 
Orders were given he ſhou'd be admitted — 


immediately enters a Gentleman in a travel- 


ling Dreſs, and booted as if juſt diſmounted 


he made his Compliments only in a Bow, 


which- had in it ſomewhat careleſs enough, 


but even while doing that, his Eyes wander'd 


ound the Room in ſearch of him he fought 
——a$ all the Friends of the Chevalier were 


n continual Apprehenſions of ſome Treachery 


dom Count Krichard, juſt as he was ad- 


vancing to the Stranger, Portius, who 


was 
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was much of his Age and Stature, ſtepp'd 

before him, and ask'd this new Gueſt what 
_ Commands he had for the Heir of Altamont? 


He look'd ſtedfaſtly on Portius, while he 8 


ſpoke, then roll'd his Eyes again o'er al! 
the Company, till marking the Chevalier who 
kept his Poſt more backward than the reſt, J 
will inform him, when I have the Happineſs 
To diſtinguiſh which is he, etied the Gentle- 
man, and then running to the Chevalier, 7 

am much deceiv'd, ſaid he, if this be not the 
Heir of Altamont. . = 
On theſe Words the Chevalier advanc'd, 
and met his Embrace, in which he held him 
lock'd for ſeveral Minutes, while the who 
Company ſtood ſilent and i npatiently wait 
. what wou'd be the Iſſue. | 

Or length of Time deceives me, ſaid ti: 
Chevalier Famer, as ſoon as he had leave 
examine the Lines of his Face, or it ist 
Son of Captain Colroy, I now hold in 1. 
Arms; the ſame return'd the other, zho / 
mut own you have much the Advantage of '»: 
tn Memory, as I doubt not but yon have in 
things elſe; for I am certainly Li to be know 
for whats 1 was, than you. 5 

He then turn'd to the Company, andem 
his Excuſes for intruding; and alſo for 
Rudeneſs which his Impatience to ſee 5 
Friend and School-fellow, whom he had 
long fince- thought dead, and who, but 
by his ſtrange Adventures, had nat {beer 
known to be alive, had occatton'd his being 
guilty of. NE” 


The 
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The Cauſe, without the help of Words, 
was a ſufficient Apology to every one, and 
the Compliments being over, the Chevalier 
James delired to be inform'd by what Acci- 
dent it happen'd that he had not ſeen him 
fince his Arrival, and how he came now to 
be ſo happy; to which Colroy replied in the 

- moſt ſatisfactory manner. „ 

I ſhall not take up either my own or Rea- 
der's time with a Repetition of this Gentle- 
man's Diſcourſe, which being frequently 
broke in upon by Interrogatories from one 
or other of the Company, wou'd render it 
extremely Prolix, but give a ſummary Ac- 
count of what is material to be known. 

| Colroy had been at the ſame School with 
the Chevalier James de Altamont, but after 
the latter was taken away for the Reaſons 
already mentioned, and he fell into his Di- 
ſtreſſes, had not feen him, and believed with 
the reſt of the World that he was dead, till 
one Day by Accident paſſing along the Quay, 
he ſaw him go into a Boat accompany'd with 
two, Whom he then thought were very ill 
| look'd —— there was no Opportunity for 
either of them to ſpeak, tho' they mutually 
ſaw each other — the Boat row'd faſt away, 
and Colroy run home and told his Father, 
that the Chevalier James de Altamont was 
not dead as People had reported; for he had 
chat Moment ſeen him alive and well. Old 
| Colroy laugh'd at his Son for his Miſtake, as 
de imagin'd it, and told him he was a filly 
Boy not to know his School-fellow better, 
than to take another _ The young — g 
„ | : U 
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Nill infiited he was in the rigat, but the Fa- 
ther grew angry at his Obitiaacy, and bad 
him ſay no more on't, for 'every body knew 


that the young Gentleman he mention'd had 


been dead ſome time. He was oblig'd on this 
to be ſilent, but was certain that it was his 
Father, not himſelf, had been deceiv'd — 
he cou'd not help thinking of this for a great 
while, but Time and Accidents at length 

drove it from his Mind — his Genius in- 
clining him to the Army, when he grew up 
to Manhood, and a long Peace preventing 
him from following that Avocation at home, 
he prevail'd on his Father to let him go a Vo- 
Juntier into Germany, where he ſerved in the 
Queen of Hungary Army, and for ſome 
gallant Action in which he had a principal 
Share, was made an Officer, and had ever fince 
remain'd there, till ſome Letters giving him 
an Account of the wonderful Accidents that 
had reveal'd the Chevalier James de Alta- 

mont, after being dead in the Opinion of the 
World for ſuch a Number of Years, revived 
in his Mind the fight of him when carrying 
into Slavery, and he reſolv'd to return in 


hopes of being ſerviceable to him in his Trial 


with that inhumane Uncle — accordingly 
he obtained Leave from his General to leave 
his Quarters, and had travelled Night and 

Day, fearing to come too late for the good 

Office he intended. n ; 
On his Arcival at the Capital he ſoon + 
learn'd where the Chevalier lodg'd, but not find- 
ing him at home, and a Servant telling him 
at whoſe Houſe he then was, he came -= 
- realy 


Repoſe. 
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realy in ſearch of him, as he doubted not 
but to be forgiven by any one who was a 
Friend to the Perſon he came to ſerve. 
This was indeed a Confirmation, not only 
that the late Baron had a Son whom he al- 
ways acknowledg'd to be Legitimate, loved, 

and bred up as ſuch; but allo that he who 
was call'd the Chevalier Fames de Altamont 
was that Identical Son—— none now con'd 
be ſo blind to ſhut their Eyes againſt this 
Truth, and it was the Opinion of all preſent, 
that the Teſtimony of this Gentleman was 
alone ſufficient to gain a Verdict in his Fa- 
vour. LF XS | 
The Arrival of Colroy put an end to their 
Dancing; the Recital he had to make, and the 
various Diſcourſes it occaſion'd, and the 
thanks his Zeal fo juſtly merited from the 
Chevalier and all his Friends, took up fo 
much of the Night, that what remain'd it 
was judg'd neceſſary ſhou'd be allotted to 

Nothing cou'd have happen'd more for- 
tunately for the Chevalier James, than that 
his firſt Interview with. Colroy was in the 
Preſence of ſo many noble and worthy Per- 
ſons, who talk'd of it wherever they came, 
and convinc'd thoſe who had before any re- 
mains of doubt concerning that young No- 
bleman. | Le 

The ****** alſo, to whom the Affairs of 
this Kingdom were continually tranſmitted, 
ſeem'd alſo no leſs aſſured of his Right 
They no ſooner * Intelligence of the Day 

3 
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of Trial being fix'd, than many Ladies, and 
other Perſons ot Diſtinction, went and paid 
their Complments to Almira, alluring her, 
that they took the greateſt Intereſt in her 
Happineſs, and that her noble Husband had 
their fincereſt good wiſhes for his Succeſs — 
few there were indeed who queſtion'd it, 
tho' Count Richard had left a Party there 
that endeavoured to keep alive the Doubt 
as much as pofſible — this they did by 
going to Coffee-houſes, and reading pretend- 
ed Letters to a Company, with Accounts 
that the Chevalier Fames had endeavoured to 
put off Trial, and laying all to his Charge in 
thoſe Demurs that had -been made by Count 
Richard: But this Sham-intelligence had lit- 
tle Effect, more authentick Relations of the 
Afﬀair, as it in reality ſtood, being ſent to ſe- 
veral Perſons of Quality, put to ſhame theſe 


_ lying 1News-mongers — finding themſelves. 


entirely disbelieved, they at laſt allowed that 
there might be a Poſſibility, that the Count 
might be Caſt in that Kingdom, but then, 
laid they, his Loraſbip will appeal to a Supe- 
rior Court of Judicature in .. 

This Suppoſition ſeem'd quite ridiculous, 
becauſe if the Chevalier James proved his 


Birth and Identity, in the Place where he 


firſt ſaw Light, and had always lived, till 
Trapand into Bondage, it ſeem'd little proba- 
ble, that thoſe of a foreign Kingdom ſhou'd 
imagine they cou'd have certain Lights into 
the Truth, | 


1 key 
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They then had recourſe to that common 
Method, which Knaves and Fools put in 
Practice to filence Reaſon, which is that of 
laying Wagers ; ſome of theſe Partizans of- 
fering to Stake great Odds that the Chevalier 
na wou'd never be Count de Anglia, 

aron Altamont, nor enjoy any of thoſe Titles 
and Eſtates belonging to his Anceſtors. 

Some weak Minds indeed there were 
who ſuffer'd themſelves to be impoſed up- 
on by this poſitive way of talking; but all 
People of Rank, eſpecially thoſe to whom 
it was pretended Count Richard wou'd Ap- 
peal, laugh'd at it. 

Above the Reſt there was one Letter 
which gave much ſubject for Ridicule to all 
thoſe to whom the Contents were impart- 
ed, which were no inconſiderable Num- 
ber, it being ſent by way of terrorem to 
any who ſhou'd dare to make mention of 
his Name in a ludicrous or cenſuring man- 
ner, or even ſeem to doubt of the juſtneſs 
of his Cauſe, This Epiſtle was directed to a 
Lawyer, and to this Purpoſe. 2 
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To the learned and honeſt MACROL1US, 


| SI R, 
|; © I have the Pleaſure to inform you that 
| every thing here goes as well as I could 
< wiſh—— — I have, in ſpite of all my pre- 
* tended Nephew's Subteriuges, got the Day 
* of Trial fix'd, and there is not the leaſt. 
Doubt to be made of his being proved the 
+ Impoſture he is Amico, and Macario 
have patch'd together all the Ragamuffians 
© they can, to appear as Evidences, but moſt 
© of them 'tis thought will not have the Cou- 
© rage to appear at the Bar, and others will 
+ certainly be hiſs'd out of Court. 
I thought proper to give you this Infor- 
+ mation under my own Hand, to prevent 
your being impoſed upon by thoſe baſe 
and ſcandalous Inſinuations, which, I am 
certain, are every Week ſent over; and alſo 
to deſite you, againſt my Arrival, to take pro- 
per Methods for the Puniſhment of thoſe 
infamous, impudent Wretches, who have 
+ libell'd me in the publick Prints, particu- 
* larly the Author, Printer, Publiſher, and 
« whoever elle may have vended a malicious 
and ſcandalous Book, intitled The Memoirs | 
ef an munfurtunate young Nobleman, lately 
return'd from à thirtcen Years Slavery in 
America, c. I herewith ſend you a Liſt 
of ſeveral of the moſt notorious Offenders 
' . * Names, I doubt not but your Intelligence 
| will find out many more 


«£ Your 
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< Your Diligence in this Point will con- 

© firm me, what I ever had, an Inclination 
* to be ” 

SIR, O 

Nuar moſt obliged and 


moſt humble Servant, 


RICHARD DE ANGLIA. 


The Liſt encloſed took up a whole Sheet 
of Paper, and included moſt of the Bookſel- 
lers, Pamphlet Sellers and Publiſhers in Town. 
Tho' this was ſhewn about meerly to deter 

every one from Writing any thing of the 
Truth, yet had not divine Juſtice deprived 
him of the Power, nothing is more ſure, than 
that he would have taken all the Revenge that 
Law could have inflicted, and even ſtrain'd 
Meanings, ſo as to conſtrue every thing into a 
Libel, if wrote by a Perſon whom he knew 
to be no Favourer of his Canſe. 
A Gentleman to whom this thundring Epiſtle 
was read, and had an excellent Memory, re- 
tain'd ſo much of it, as to create a great 
deal of Diverſion by a Copy which he ſent 
iqmmediatly over to *####**** to a Friend he had 
there, and who afterward ſew'd it to ſeve- 
tal of the Chevalier's Friends. W 

Almira alſo, and the faithful Patrocles, let no 

Poſt go out, without tranſmitting every thing 

of any Moment, or that they thought would 

— either contribute to the Service or Satisfac- 
FF tion of the Heir of Altamont. STI 

| K Bus 
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thoſe who were of his Council, to a Tavern 
in 


— 
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Bot of all the Intelligence he receiv'd 
nothing gave him ſo exquifite a Pleaſure 25 
the Reſpe& paid to his amiable Wife, and tha: 
ſhe wanted nothing but his Company to ren 
der her as compleatly happy as Woman could 
be. Happy State of Marriage, where both 
Parties equally loving and beloved, knew no. 
Contention, but to out-do each other in gi- 
ving Proofs of Tenderneſs and Affection 

Bur now, my Reader, imagine yourſelf on 
the Eve of that important Day ——-—— A 
Day which was not to decide the Fate of 


Kings and Empires, but a Fate in which 


whole Nations intereſted themſelves, through 
that innate Regard to Juſtice and to Truth 
which all Mankind naturally have, when not 


excited by any particular Self-interelt to bely 


their Sentiments ! Let fancy. tigure out 
the Hopes, the Fears, the Expectations, the im- 
patient Curioſity, the every working Paſſion 


of the Soul delineated in the Faces of a whole 
People — The Chevalier James himſelf 


ſeem'd freeſt from Concern of any Kind, yet 
could he not be without ſome Share of it 
on ſuch an Occafion—— But, as if Providence 


ſeem'd careful to diffipate all anxious Emotions 


in his Breaſt, and confirm him in a perfect 
Dependence on itſelf, every thing that Day 
ſeem'd a Prognoſtication of a happy Event 
hut there was one Thing which had ſome- 


thing in it very particular, even to thoſe the 


leaſt inclined to be either rais'd or depreſs'd 
by Omens. Po LT 
He went that Afternoon, with ſome of 


in order that they might have their laſt Inſtruc- 
tions, — The Chevalier James, by Accident, 
ſtepping to a Window before he ſat down, 
ſaw ſome Letters engrav'd with a Diamond 
on the Glaſs, Curioſity led him to examine 


the Subject on which this Pains had been 


taken, and found theſe Lines 


© An honeſt Cauſe ſtands fair, and will 


2 abide 
Legions of Angels fight upon its Side. 


This, tho' a Trifle in itfelf, and perhaps wrote 
by a Perſon who might not know or had no 
thought of him, ſeem'd too a-pro-po not to 
make him ſmile — Some of the Company 


„ who look'd over his Shoulder while he was 


reading, told him, it was a Compliment paid 
him by his guardian Angel — Another cry'd, 
what would Count Xichard give to have theſe 


Lines reverſed in his Favour, and inſtead of 


what they are, to read thus. 


III Cauſes proſper while the Ills abide, 
And every Devil fights upon their Side. 


I could wiſh, methinks, ſaid the Chevalier, 
that he ſaw them as they ſtand here; the unex- 


pected Meeting with ſuch a Remonſtrance from 


an unknown Hand, and without deſign, might - 
ſtrike bim more than any thing could be ſaid 


by bis beſt Friends. 


While they were talking in this manner, 


one came in and inform'd them that a fad Ac- 


cident had befallen Count Richard; and bo 
oy KL ask 
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ask d of what Nature, anſwer'd, Nay, only 
what he bas brought upon himſelf, as he ſeems 
fated to be bis own worſt Enemy. RE. 
Hie then acquainted them that the Count, 
willing to blaze in all the Pomp he could be- 
fore his Exit into Obſcurity, had ſent to **** 
for one of the gayelt and moſt glaring Coaches 
that ever any Ambaſſador made his publick 
Entry in, intending to make a Parade to the 
Juſtice-hall in it the next morning; but that 
thoſe Machines of foreign make being pro- 
. hibited without paying a certain Duty to the 
Government, he had in order to fave that 
Charge given upon his Honour to the Com- 
miſſioner appointed to inſpe& into thoſe things, 
that it was made in that Kingdom. 
The Commiſſioner, knowing how often he 
had pledg'd and ſorſeited his Honour, did not 
lock upon it as a ſufficient Security, therefore 
order'd the Coachman ſhould be arreſted and 
catry'd before a Magiſtrate —— On Examina- 
tion he was not ſo through-paced in Deceit as 
his Maſter, confeſt tne Truth, and was im- 
mediately diſcharg'd ; but the Coach was ſeiz'd 
at the ſame time as a Forfeit to the Laws of 
the Kipgdom. | 
bis, ſaid the Gentleman who gave them 
the Account, it mut be confeſt to be no 1ncon- 
federable Misfortune 10 a Man ſo paſſionately 
fond of Shew, and who periaps after to mor- 
rou may never be in a Condition to make any. 
The Chevalier James ſhook his Head, more 
abaſh'd for the mean Degeneracy of one to 
near related to him, than pleas'd at any Mor- 
tiication that befel him; and the Company 
> ES ſeeing 
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ſieeing the Diſcourſe was far from being ſatis- 
factory, waved all farther Talk of that Subject, 
and proceeded to the Buſineſs they had met 
upon, which was not long before it was dif- 
patch'd, every thing being ſo well regulated 
before, that there remain'd now no more than 
to allot the Gentlemen, who were to plead the 
different Points they were to ſpeak upon. 
— his ſettled, every one return'd in 
good Time to their reſpective Habitations, 
perfectly content in their Minds, and fearle(s 
of ſucceeding in the Cauſe they undertook. 
Not ſo the Count de Anglia, and the gloo- 
my throng he had aſſembled on the fame Oc- 
caſion: The Accident of loſing his Coach 
had firſt put him out of Temper, but the 
Countenances of thoſe on whom he depended 
for his Defence ruffled him much more; he 
thought they ſeem'd, as was in Truth the 
_ Cafe, to wiſh they could withdraw them- : 
felves from the Engagements they were under 
with him, and knew not how to find Words, * 
either to palliate or diſguiſe ſo bad a Cauſe. | 
But as much incens'd as he was in his Mind. 
be was oblig'd under a forced Pleaſantry to 
q 
5 


conceal his own Diſcontent, in order to diſſi- 

pate theirs. „ 5 
A great Collation was prepar'd for theie 
Reception, the Glaſs went plentifully round | ! 
— Health to the noble Count de Anglia, and 
Confuſion to the Pretender James, alternate 
vas toaſted by ſome of his Creatures, whom it 
| he had there on purpoſe, in order to keep up |! 
the Spirits of the others——Pretents in Hand,. 
and the firmeſt Aſſurances of future Gratuities || 
8 | ä 
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But while this much to be hated, yet alſo 
to excite Gaiety in others, he reciev'd a Letter 


from that Perſon whom Paulus had recom- 


Was in theſe Terms he wrote. 


To the Count DE ANGLIA. 


* but it fo happens that I cannot do as 


* Inkling what I was come about, and has fol- 
low'd me up — Sbe is juſt come, and 
s ſwears, that if I offer to take an Oath on 


© aſſured ſhe will keep her Word, and then 
* I ſhould certainly be pillory'd, and your 
© Cauſe go ne'er a whit the better Sol 


had known I ſhould have been hindred as 
* I am, I could have got two or three to have 
© ſworn in my Stead, but it is now too late 


—— OO I m·ww̃;· ͤô— APO . ]—⁰¹ ons. 


were not wanting, yet all could not eſtabliſh 
a true Chearfulneſs among them. 0 


to be pitied Man was thus vainly endeavouring 
which ſtruck Ice to his own Heart; it was 
mended, and who, having been examin'd by 


the Councel, was look'd upon by them as 
the moſt convincing Witneſs they bad, — It 


© I am ſorry to diſappoint your LW, 


* would: —— My Wife, it ſeems, got ſome 


© your Side, ſhe will go to the other Party 
© and tell all ſhe knows, and prove me per- 
I jur'd —— I know her well enough to be 


* hope, my Lord, you will excuſe me—— If 


$ —— — | hope, however, it will be no Loſs 
* to your Lordſhip; if it is, Paulus will be 
| | ST . 
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very much troubled as well as I, who 

— 9 | 
mt dutiful and oblig'd Servant, © || 


PETRO. 


Wretched Circumſtance, when it was in 
the Power of ſuch a Fellow as this to ſhock 
| a Perſon of Count Rrichard's Birth! 
yet ſo much had he built upon this Evidence, | 

that he look'd on his Defection as half the i 
Ruin of his Cauſe; and all that Diſſimulation, | 
of which he was a perfect Maſter, could not 1 
enable him to clear his Brow from that heavy 
Melancholy this Letter had caſt him in: On 
his being ask'd, what had occaſion'd this Al- 
teration, he told them he had juſt received 
Intelligence that Petro had deſerted him 
So they will all, I fear, cry'd one of the 
Counſel, in a kind of Pet, before To- morrou 
Morning. . 54 wh 
In fine, this News made them all alamort, 
hey reflected on all the Witneſſes they had to 
produce, and found they were ſuch whoſe 
Characters would render even Truth invalid, 
and caſt Diſgrace on the beſt Cauſe Char- 
lotze, as leaſt known, ſeem'd now moſt likely 
to gain Credit, and thoſe who before had ad- 
viſed the Count not to let her appear in 
Court, were now the firſt to approve of her 
Evidence; not but they knew very well all 
ſhe pretended to aſſext, would be a 
VE 7 
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by others more worthy of Credit; but as they 
muſt plead, when before the Jude, and had 
received their Fees, it was icetlary they 
fhonld have ſomething to urge in Defence of 

their Client, for the Sake of their own Cha. 
 raQers, - + BE 
_ Many and great Arguments had they among 
themſelves what was beſt to be done in this 
Affair, which had ſo bad 2 Proſpect for their 
Client——at length it was propoſed, that they 
 ſhonid once more move the Court to poltpone 
the Trial to a longer Day. Nothing could 
de ſo obliging to Count Krirbard as this Mo. 

tion; he ſeconded it with ail his Might, and 


to bring thoſe into it who feemed moit averſe, 


be ſwore he had many Witnetfes who would 
certainly come, but were detained either by 
dad Health, bad Weather, or ſome other Pre- 
text which he found out for theſe Ideal Evi- 
dences. _ d 
It muſt be owned, that in deceiving them 
he but deceived himſelf; but yet, like dying 
Perſons, Who would give their All for one 
Hour's added Life, tbo' they knew not, or 
perhaps have not the Power to employ it as 
they ought, he trembled his black Deeds 
ſhould appear before the awful Tribunal of 
- Juſtice; now it came ſo near, and wanted ſtill 
a little, little Reſpite, a little protracting of 
the evil Day. Fd ok 

Perhaps the Gentlemen concern'd for him 
were no leſs loth than himſelf that the Af 
fair ſnould come to an Eclaircif ment, and 
therefore, after ſome Debate, agreed to be 

| | | Motto, 


\ 


Unfortunate Young Nobleman. 207 


Motion, and then withdrew to prepare ac- 


% 30 26s ol 
But what Words are comprehenſive enough 
to deſcribe the Situation in which, we are told, 
this wicked and unfortunate Count paſt the 
Remander of the Night! they ſay he 
went to Bed, but ſoon aroſe, call'd for 


Lights —— walked in the moſt diſturbed Emo- 
tions about his Room, then threw himſelf 


again on Down, in which he vainly attempt- _ 


ed to bury thoſe Perturbations, which would 
not ſuffer the leaſt Slumber to cloſe his Eyes. 
— At length the Morning broke, and all 
that enable 


d him to ſupport the Dawn of 
that tremendous Day, was the Hope given 


him by his Counſel, that he ſhould be able to 
delay, at leaſt, the fo juſtly fear'd Event. 
\ Tho". it was an extreme cold Seaſon, and 


at that time of the Year, when the Sun riſes 
with Reluctance on the £zropean World, the 
Judges were on the Beuch betore that glorious 


Planet had collected half his Rays, the Coun- 
fel on each Side, attended by their ſeveral 
Witneſſes, waiting at the Bar - the Court of 
juſtice was throng'd with the moſt diſtinguith'd 
. Perſons of both Sexes, who, all impatient for 
_  . this Day, had taken Places long before the 
Time appointed; vaſt Crowds of People of a 
lower Claſs preſs'd as near as pollible to the 


Steps of the Tribunal, anu unnumder'd 


. Shoals of the Populace attended at the Gates, 

_ hoping ſome Part of what was done within, 
would echotothoſe without. T'ne Flaiutt and 

\ Defendant were both within the Rails, ſeated 


near 
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near the Judge, and conſpicuous to every Be- 
holder. EEE 

I will not trouble my Reader with any 
Deſcription of what manner either of them 
behaved in this ſolemn Place; by what has 
been ſaid of the Diſpoſition of both, *tis eaſy 
to ſuppoſe, that the one had a ſerious and 
compoſed Deportment, more befitting the 
Place he was in, than his Years; and that 
in the Looks and Gueſtures of the other, 
Deſpair and Hope alternately appear'd- 
all Eyes were fix'd upon them, but for whom 
the Vows and Prayers of the whole Aſſembly 
were direQed, need not, I think, be told. 
But how great a Diſappointment had Ex- 
. peQation like to have ſuſtained, juſt as the 
Jury were about to be call'd, one of the 
Counſel for Count Rzchard ſtood up, and in 
a long Harangue, in which he made ule of al 
the Rhetorick he was Maſter of to conceal 
the Weaknels of the Reaſons he had to al- 
ledge, moſt humbly moved the Court, that 
the Trial might be poſtponed. 

Never was a more general Aſtoniſhment 
than what this Motion excited the Eyes 
of the Chevalier James, now turn'd towards 
| his Uncle, denoted how much he diſdain'd 

the mean Subterfuge, while thoſe of that un- 
worthy Man were caſt down with a Fear- 
fulneſs that ſnewed the Confuſion of his 
Mind——the Judge's Cheeks glow'd witn a 
"generous Scorn, and a Murmur of Diſcon- 
tent ran through the whole Aſſembly. 

It was, indeed, a bold puſh this Counſel 
made, and no leſs ſhew'd the deſperate Situa- 

tion 
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tion of his Cliem's Affairs, than his own 
Floquence, in ſo artfully gloſſing over the 
ſhameful Motives that- occafion'd it. But it 
was not in the Power of any Words to 
give Weight to an Argument ſuch as this 
the Court eaſily ſaw through the Sophiſtry, 
and over- ruled the Motion with the Con- 
tempt it. merited. 5 „„ 
Then the Gentlemen, of which the Jury 
was to be compoſed, were call'd over, each 
by his reſpective Name; and ſure, as there 
| ſcarce ever was a Cauſe of ſo much Moment 
brought before a Bar, ſo there never was 
ſuch a Jury to decide it; all Gentlemen of 
the greateſt Characters, belt Families, and 
moſt ample Fortunes in the Kingdom — 
ſeveral of them were Members of Parliament, 
— —— ſome were Privy-Counſellors, and none 
among them but what was Honourable. ei- 
ther by his Birth or Office, as well as by 
his Principles. The Property which they had 
in that Province, which gave Birth to the Heir 
of Altamont, was computed at no leſs than 
a Million of Money, and their very Appear- 
5 ance, and the Knowledge of what they were, 
$ forbad all Hope or Fear that they could be 
i | capable of being influenced by ought but 


- Juſtice. No good Omen for Count Richard, 

. and his Adherents. „ 

s | As they were call'd over, the Counſel for 
4 the Defendant excepred againſt ſeveral, and 


. delayed ſo much of the Lime with Cavils 
and ObjeRions; that tho? the Court ſat at 

Jl Eight ia the Morning, it was near two be- 

' | tore thoſe Twelve, which were pick'd 2 
| i ö 0 


210 MEMOIRS of an 


of the Four and Lwenty for the Jury, were 
ſworn. | | 

As the firſt Thing to be proved in this 
weighty Caule was the Birth of the Chevalicr 
James, thoſe Witneſſes were firſt examined, 
who had it in their Power to atteſt he was 
really born of the late Baroneſs de Altamont. 
—— Among theſe were ſeveral Women of 
Condition, who frequently viſited her Lady- 
- ſhip, ſaw her Bigneſs encreaſe in Proportion, 


and had diſcourſed with her concerning her | 


bs pe: three there were who de- 
poſed, they were aQually ia the Room when 
ſhe was delivered of a Son, whom they ſaw 
the Moment of his coming into the World. 
—— Theſe being croſs-examined by the De- 
fendant's Counſel, and asked, whether the 
Plaintiff were that Son, were about to make 
ſome Reply, when the Judge told them, it 
was needleſs, thoſe Queſtions being put only 
to puzzle the Cauſe, and delay Time, what 
they were now upon, was to prove a Son 
was born, the Identity: of that Son mult be 
—esesſte r 
A Maid, who lived in the Houſe at that 
Time, depos'd, ſhe brought Water into the 
Chamber, in order to waſh the Child, as ſoon 
as it was born——a Man Servant gave Oath, 
that he was ſent by the late Baron de Altamont, 
- to ſeveral Gentlemen in the County, to ac- 
quaint them, that his Lady had brought 3 
Son into the World ——a Nobleman alſo 
depoſed upon his Honour, that the Baron 
told him, with great Joy, his Wife bad 
brought him a Son, who would — 
| ON ie . 
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5 the Expectations of his Brother, the Chevalier 
Rich; 8 | _ 
; No leſs than ſeventeen had already been 
examined on this important Point, who all 
„proved the Baroneſs de Altamont had been 
pregnant, and was delivered of a Son, which 
. | Son was put out to Nurſe near the Caſtle of 
: | Altamont, and that a Coach-way was made 
for her Ladyſhip to viſit the Child every Day, 
the Road not being commodious for any 
Wheel Carriage before that Time. 5 
But many more being yet remaining, and 
which the Counſel for the Plaintiff urg'd 
were material to be heard, there was no 
Poſſibility of going through the Evidence, 
even as to that one Article, that Night, it 
being then Eleven o' Clock; the Judge there- 
fore ſaid, that the Intention of the Law was 
not to endanger the Lives of either Judge or 
Jurors, who could not be expected to ſuſtain 
it the Fatigue of ſuch a Chain of Witneſſes, 
n F without Suſtenance or Reſt, and as the Gen- 
e | tlemen of the Jury were out of the Reach of 
4 Bribery or Influence, it could not be attended 
u with the leaſt ill Conſequence to adjourn the 
ie Court 'till the next Day. To this both Par- 
ties conſented, as indeed they could not do 
i, | otherwiſe, the Day being ſpent, and a good 
„ part of the Night, and the Trial but began. 
© Þ Strong as the Evidence againſt him ſeem'd, 
a F Count Kichard was not without Hope, that 
(0 when Charlotte, and thoſe others, who were to 
n appear on his fide, ſhould come to be heard, their 
d Teſtimony would, at leaſt, ſerve to confound 
nt and render the Matter ſo intricate, as to _ 
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| the Minds of thoſe ** heard it in ſuſpence; 
but he had, befide this, nother Proſpect of 
ſome Partiality in his Favour, which greatly 
flatter'd him. 
To of the Gentlemen of the Jury had 
been Purchaſers of Leaſes on the Reverſion of 
the Anglia Eſtate, which the late Baron 4 | 
Altamont, by the Perſuaſions of his Brother, i 
as related in the firſt Part of theſe Memoirs, 
had ſurreptitiouſly granted, in order to raiſe 
Money, and which, indeed, laid the Founda- 
tion of all thoſe Misfortunes his Son endured, 
£—The Gentlemen taking Poſſeſſion of the 
Lands they were entitled to by Virtue of their 
Leaſes, immediately on the Death of the late 
Count de Anglia, had ever fince enjoyed 
them uninterrupted ; but as they muſt devolve 
on the Chevalier James, in caſe he were al- 
lowed the lawful Heir, it gave Occaſion to 
Count Richard, who judg'd the Principles of | 
others by his own, to imagine they would 
not very readily join in a Verdict. which 
mult deprive themſelves of ſuch fair Eſtates, 
If we conſider the great Depravity of hu- 
man Nature, we mult allow the Count had 
ſome Reaſon for entertaining ſo pleaſing a 
Conjecture; there were others beſide him. 
Who had no leſs Dread than he had Hope of 
this Circumſtance, and moſt People wonder'd 
that the Chevalier James had not objected 
againſt them, as it not being fair the Deciſion Þ 
of his Fate ſhould lie at the Mercy of Perſons Þ 
ſo deeply intereſted in his Deſtruction. That 
he did not do ſo, indeed, ſhewed the little 
Inclination he had to think difhonourabl) . | 
| = the 


Unfortunate Young Nebleman. 213 

the World, unleſs comt 11'd to it by Proofs, 
; I and alſo the ſtrong Dependance he plac'd n 
t be Juſtice of his Claim. 
7 # This however, ſeemed to keep up the Spirits 

of Count Richard during the whole Time the 
d Trial laſted, which was no leſs than fifteen 
of Pays (Sundays included) but as it was atten- 
de ded with ſome very remarkable Particulars, I 
i, Þ ould think it an Injuſtice to my Reader to 
dafs over in ſilence what fo much deſerves to 
ſe ve eternis'd to the Honour of one Party, and 
4 Þ the Infamy of the other. 
The ſecond Day was paſt in examining 
he apwards of twenty Witneſſes, who all prov'd 
et N= the Pregnancy of the late Baranels de Altamont, 
ac and the Birth of a Son. 
el | Eight others gave their Depoſitions on the 
ne Fthird Day, and many others were produced 
al- io prove that particular Fact; but as there 
o Bid been ſo many already examin'd on that 
e roint, the Court and Counſel thought theſe 
Fyidences unneceſſary, as they had no new | 
Matter to ſpeak to, and the others had fo 3 
well ſtood the Teſt of all the croſs Examina- 


tons made by the Councel for the Defen- 
Cant. | 


* . en" "= 
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5 1 Þ On this Day Count R:chard gave an In- 3 
1M, ance of his Malice, and the Pleaſure he | | | 
: Of wok in blaſting the Reputations of thoſe it I 
ed Pras not in his Power any Otherwiſe to preju- 

ded ee — He thought he ſhou'd at leaſt give 

ion ain to the Chevalier James, to hear any thing 

Im Wrrogatory to the Virtue of her, who gave 

hat Wim ings and therefore prevail'd on one of 

* de Covyiet to take into the Aſhes of that 
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deceasd Lady, and revive a Story which but 
for his own Baſeneſs and Cruelty had never 
had Exiſtence. . | | 
The Affair was this. His -miſchievions 
Brain had never been idle, from the firſt Month 
of his Brothers Marriage, to ſow Ditlention 
between him and his Lady, which, as has been 
fully ſhewn, he ſo well ſucceeded in that on 
the Baron's coming over to lettle at his Caſtle 
he left her behind him; but that Lady follow. 
ing him ſome time after, they were per- 
fectly reconciled — A Son was bon, 
which more endear'd them to each other, and 
by conſequence deprived him of all his EI. 
_ peQtations He now again began to ſet 
nvention to work to break this Harmony 
between them, and by rendring the Mother 
hateful, make the Son leſs valued, and more 
open to any future Plots he might have againſt 
his innocent Life———As this could be done 
no way ſo effectually as by Jealouly, a Pa- 
ſion to which he knew the Baron was too 
much addicted, he inſinuated, that the Baro- 
neſs was more intimate then became her with 
a certain Gentleman in the Neighbourhood 
From Hints he at length proceeded to 
Aſſurances, and told his Brother he had ſeen 
them in the Fact, and that if he would be ad- 
viled by him he would contrive a way that 
his own Eyes ſhould be Witness of his Di- 
honour — The deluded Baron, placing 
too much Confidence in his treacherous Bro- 
ther, conſents to be directed by him, on whict 
the other tells him, he mult feign a logg 


Journey, but return ſecretly the faine Nit 
| | Wel 
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when he would conceal bim in the Caſtle, 
unknown to any one of the Servants, who, 


he told him, were all too much in the Baron- 
neſs's Intereſt. _ 7 3 
This the Baron complies with, and is hid; 


aſſoon as he is ſo, his wicked Brother ſends 


an Emiſſary of his own to the Gentleman, as 
from the Baroneſs de Altamont, entreating him 
to come that Evening to the Caſtle on a Bu- 
ſineſs of the utmoſt Importance, and which a 
Moment's Delay might ruin. The Gentleman 

was a little ſurptiz d at the Summons, not 


being able to gueſs what Affair of ſo much 


Moment ſhe could want to impart; he returnꝰd 
his Compliments however, and aſſured the 
gt he would not fail at the appointed 
ime. | „ 

« This Inſtrument of the moſt inveterate 
Malice then comes} to the Caſtle, begs to 
ſpeak with the Baroneſs, to whom he was 
altogether unknown, ſays, he comes from 


ſuch a Gentleman, whoſe Houſe being in 


danger of falling, it having given a ſudden _ 
Crack, he beg'd ſhe would permit him ſhelter 
for that Night at the Caftle, 

Te Innocent Baroneſs, little ſuſpecting the 
Miſchief, with her accuſtomed Sweetnels, 
readily reply'd that he ſhould be welcome, and 
accordingly order'd the Servants to prepare a 


bed for his Reception. 


Thus train'd to be the Victim of cauſe- 


leſs Jealouſy, and helliſh Spite, the Gentle- 


man arrives, — is carried to the Baronels's 
Chamber, which, not being very well, ſhe had 
not quitted that Day. The Diſcourſe be- 

VVV | tween 
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tween them on his firſt Entrance, wou'd have 
been extremely comical, had not the Conſe. 
quence been too Tragical to ſuffer it to be re- 
member'd with any degree of Pleaſantry. — 
He begg'd to know her Lady ſhip's Com- 
mands —— ſhe ask'd if he had ſecured his 
Furniture? And where he had ſent his Fa. 
mily ?— In what can I be ſerviceable 11 
your Ladyſhip? cried he how fortanate 
| Was it you had warning of the Danger, iid 
ſhe.—— In fine, whoever had heard the In- 
terrogatories they made each other, wou'd 
have thought they had been at the Play call'd 
- Croſs Queſtions. — at length he look'd with 
| ſurpriſe at her, and ſhe at him— each think» 
ing the Senſes of the other in ſome Diſor- 
der Did von not ſend for me Madam 
demanded he ? Ts your Honſe not falling? ſaid 
- ſhe. A lntle more tis poſſible wou'd have 
convinc'd both that ſome Deception had been 
put upon them; but a terrible Interruption 
3 broke off their Converſation before they had 
1 Time to come to any Eclairciſment. 
The cruel Author of this execrable Stra- 
tagem, no fooner heard the Gentleman was 
come, and in. the Baroneſs's Chamber, than 
he ran to acquaint his Brother, who tranſ.- 
ported with. Rage and Jealcuſy, was flying 
10 ſacrifice thoſe fappos'd Betrayers of his Ho- 
nout; but the other thinking that it woud not 
be his lutereſt for him to be their Murderer, 
withheld and perſuaded him to a more ſite 
Revenge — the Servants were immedi- 
ately cail'd up, and being commanded by their 


Lord, ruſh'd into the Baroneſs's — 
. alt 
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end dragg'd the Gentleman into a Room 


where the Baron and his Brother were. It 


wou'd be needleſs to repeat the Reproaches 
utter'd by the Husband, or the Aſſeverations 


made by the Gentleman of his Innocence, 


after finding of what he was accuſed; for at 
firſt all that paſs'd ſeem'd like a Dream 


all he ſaid was ineffectual, the Baron had a 
furious Paſſion in his Breaſt, and a Demon 

at his Elbow, which made him equally deaf 
to Argument and to perſuaſion. In ſpite of 


every thing the Gentleman cou'd urge, the 
Baron order'd him to be bound, and ſtood 
over him with a drawn Sword, while he ob 


lig'd his Huntſman to cut off both his Ears, 


then turn'd him bleeding out of the Gates— 


Fo cruel, and ſo ſhocking an Operation had 
doubtleſs not gone unreveng'd, had not the 


Baron, before the other was recover'd of his 


Wounds, left Altamont, and repair'd to the 


Capital. | 1 585 | 
The Method which the injurious Count 
took ta. have this Blemiſh on the Baroneſs's 
Character mention'd in the Trial, was to 
deſite his Counſel, when a certain Witneſs 
whom he named ſhou'd come to give her 
Evidence, to ask whether it was not the Son of 


Juggan, who run after her into the Rom 


when the Baron order'd the Gentleman's Ears 
to be cropp'd. 

This Witneſs, who was an honeſt filly 
Creature, preſently anſwer'd that ſhe knew 
no Son of Juggan, but that ſhe very well 
remember'd, that as ſhe was giving ſome 
Sweetmeat to che young Lord, her Lady 
OE - ; _ 
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call'd her in a great Fright, and ſaid a Gen: 
tleman had been fſurpriz'd in her Chamber, 
and ſhe was afraid he wou'd be kill'd 
and then bid her go and ſee what they were 
doing, on which ſhe ran into the Room, and 
the Child follow'd her for more Sweetmeat, 
and that as the Gentleman paſs'd by after he 
was unbound to go out, ſome of his Blood 
_  dropp'd upon the Child's Frock, - | 

The Counſel then ask'd her, what the 
Gentleman had been doing in her Lady's 
Chamber, and were going on to make other 
Demands ; but the Judge, who ſaw into the 
Malice of the Deſign, wou'd ſutfer no Re- 
ply to be made; ſaying, all this was foreign 
to the Matter, and the Court did not it to 
be entertain'd with Scandal, but to examine 
into Facts, which ſilenced any further Queries 
on that Head. | 

The Count, no doubt, imagin'd himſelf 
mighty witty in contriving to Affront his 
Nephew, by bringing back the Memory of 
a Tranſaction which thoſe who knew not 
the truth of, might hereafter mention to the 
Diſcredit of his Mother. But it had the ſame 
Effect with moſt of his other Plots, only to 
bring Diſgtace and Hatred oi himſelf; for 
ſeveral Gentlemen were well acquainted 
with this Secret, and having heard it not 
only from the Gentleman who had ſuffer'd 
by the Baron's Reſentment; but alſo from 
the Baron himſelf, who was afterwards per- 
fectly convinc'd he had been impotcd upon 
by his Brother, and of his Lady's Innocence, 
of whom, in ſpite of all the Quarrels m 

| | is 
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had together, he always was ſo juſt as to ſay, 
ſhe was a Woman greatly wrong'd, and be- 
liev'd in his Conſcience ſtrictly virtuous. 
How little therefore ought we to depend 
on Rumour; who that heard the Baroneſs 
had ordered a Bed to be prepar'd for a Gen- 
tleman in her Husband's 4blence, that he had 
been ſurpriz'd with her in her Chamber, and 
the contemptuous Puniſhment he had receiv'd 
for his ſuppos'd Crime, but wou'd ſet her. 
down as guilty | — Yet how innocently did 
ſhe fall under the Scandal, and her imagin'd 


Lover under the Fury of a jealous Hus- 


band—— O wou'd the World but put the be/# 
Conſtruction, as they are too apt to do to the 
worſt, on every Action that will bear a double 
Meaning, what an Intiaity of Sin, and Shame, 


and Diſcontent wou'd be avoided! —— But 


* 


to return to the Hiſtory of the Trial. 

The fourth and fifth Days were taken up 
in proving the Identity of the Perſon —— 
Colroy depoſed, that he went to the ſame 
School with. the Chevalier James de Alta- 
mont that he ſaw him by Accident, 
when taking Boat in order to be ſhipp'd off 
for America; and that having never ſeen 


him fince, till Jately, he remember'd him 


again, and knew the Plaintiff to be the ſame 
who had always been reputed the lawful Son 


of the Baron de Airamext. The Maſter of 


the School, where he was taught to Write, 
made ()ath, that the laintiff was his Fupil, 


and that he temember'd his Face the or(t 


Moment be ſaw him; ſeveral Gentleman, who 
. 1 learn'd 
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learn'd at the ſame time, were alſo Wit- 
neſſes of this Fact. An eminent Trader, 

who had relieved the Plaintiff in his Diſtreſſes, 
declared upon Oath, that the Count Richard 
had, in her. Preſence, acknowledg'd him for 
the lawſul Son of his Brother, the Baron de 
Altamont. . | 5 | | 

A Perſon, who dealt in Stuffs, proved, that 
he had ſold Cloths ſeveral times to be made 
vp in Cloaths for the young Chevalier Fames, 
and that he knew the Plaintiff to be the fame 
identical Perſon. | 

The Surgeon, who took care of his Wound, 
when (tabbed in Play by his School-fellow, 
ſwore alſo to the ſame Thing; as did ſeveral 
Gentlemen, who had ſeen him in the Baron's 
Coach, and remembered him again. 

One who had been Servant to the De- 
tendant, and employed by him to condu@ the 
Chevalier James on Board the Ship that car- 
ried him to America, gave Evidence in like 
manner. | 1, | 
On Giraldo, the Attorney's ſtepping up to 
appear as Evidence, it was objected by the 
Counſel on the other tide, that he ought not 
to be admitted, as he had been concern'd for 
the Defendant, to which the other reply'd, 


4 


that as he had done nothing in this Cauſe, 


there was no Reaſon his Witneſs ſhould be 
refuſed The Count's Counſel then threw 
ſome Reflections on his Veracity, and were 
again anſ{wer'd by thoſe of the Chevalier 
James, that whatever he was, he had been 
chiefly employed by the Count in 2 his 

| uits; 
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| Suits; and as there was nothing infamous of 
him upon Record, he had a Right to give his 
Oath, as much as any who appeared there. 
This the Court allowed to be juſt Reaſoning, 
and he was accordingly admitted, and ſworn. 

The Evidence he gave was full, clear, 
and ſtrong; he repeated the Offers made by 
the Count de Anglia to the Chevalier James, 
wherein he acknowleg'd his Right, and deſi- 
red only a Penſion out of the Eſtate, that he 
might ſubſiſt in ſome foreign Country. 

He alſo added, that on the unhappy Acci- 
dent of the Chevalier James's Piece going of, 
by which a Man loſt his Life, the Count de 
Auglia employ'd him to carry on the Proſe- 
cation againſt his Nephew, was at the whole 
Expence of it, and ſaid he would give ten 
thouſand Pounds to have him hang'd. 

This Depokition, of which moſt People had 
heard ſome talk before,made every Body turn 
their Eyes on Count Kichard as on a Fiend. 
The Looks they threw at him, and 
the Whiſpers he could not avoid hearing, made 
him turn pale and red by fits, nor could 
all his Efforts bring him to any Compoſure 
of Mind that whole Day. 3 

Many other Evidences ſwore to the Iden- 
tity of the Chevalier James; but as what they 
ſaid regarded only that Article, which indeed 
had becn fully prov'd before, it would be need- 
leſs to repeat the Particulars of what they ſaid. 

The Buſineſs of the fixth Day was to make 
out the kidnapping, or ſpititing away the 
Chevalier James de Altamont, which was y 
.. 
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leſs plainly prov'd than the two former Ar- 
ticles had been —— The Cuſtom houſe Book _ 
was produc'd,and the Eutry outward of the 
Ship in which the Chevalier James was carry'd 
to America, proved the Outſailing of the Ship 
mention'd in the Charge Two of the 
Crew depos'd the Deception put upon him, 
and a Perſon who had been in Pexſi/vania and 
knew him there, ſwore to the ſame Effect. 
All who were thought neceflary for pro- 
ving him really born of the Baroneſs de Alta- 
mont, of his being acknowledg'd and cheriſh'd 
for ſome Years by the Baron de Altamont, as 
his lawtul Son, and the baſe trapaning him 
into Slavery; it now remain'd to. examine 
thoſe Witneſles the Councel for the Defen- 
cant had to produce. ” 7 
The ſeventh Day, therefore, began with an 
Attempt to prove that the Baroneſs never had 
a Son Several Ladies of Condition had 
had been ſubpened on this Score, who all 
depos'd they never beard of her being with 
Child, were queſtion'd concerning their In- 
timacy With her Ladyſhip, to which they 
reply'd, they never viſited her, ——— This 
made the Counſel for the Chevalier Fame, 
very merry, and occaſion'd ſome Sarcaſm's 
to be thrown on thoſe Gentlemen who 
brought People into Court, in order for 
the Determination of the Affair, who wer: 
intirely ignorant in every thing concerning 
It, 
A Gentleman alſo who lived in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Baron de Altamont _ 
| - 5 allo 
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alſo brought to depoſe he never heard the Ba- 
roneſs had a Son, but confeſt himſelf wholly 
unacquainted with either of them. 
Two others depoſed they ſaw the Baron 
frequently, and never heard him ſay he had 
a Son; but being ſtrictly examin'd concerning 
the Time in which their Intimacy with him 
ſubſiſted, their Evidence was of little Mo- 
ment. 3 | 

But not to delay the Reader's Attention with 
Matters of no Moment, a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
who pretended either to have lived near, or 
been acquainted with the Baron and Ba- 


roneſs de Altamont, made Oath they never 


heard any thing of her Ladyſhip's having been 
Pregnant, or that ſhe was deliver'd of a Son— 
Near twelve o' Clock at Night was it before 
_ theſe immaterial Evidences had paſt their Exa- 
mination, when the Court thought it proper 
to adjourn till the next Day. 5 
Early the next Morning the Judges ob- 
ſerving the unuſual length of time already 
ſpent in this Trial, and that not only great 
Numbers of People were detained by it in 
Town to the prejudice of their Property, but 
alſo the Buſineſs of the Nation was poſtponed 
by it, defired the Counſel to be as Conciſe and 
Expeditious in their Evidence as poſſible, and 
to call no more than ſuch whoſe Knowledge 
in der. Affair gave them a right to be re- 
garded. 1 | 
A Popiſh Prieſt then depoſed, that he had 
been Employed to teach a Child to read, who 
was repreſented to him as the natural Son of 
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the Baron de Altamont, but could not ſay 
Whether the Plaintiff was that Son or not. 

Several made Oath that one Fuggnn, a Ser- 
vant under the Cook, had a Son which ſhe 
ſaid was the Baron's, and that the Baron was 
extremely fond of him, till he was three or 
four Years old, but knew not what became 
of him afterward. | 

The Teſtimony all theſe gave ſignified no- 
thing, and it now behov'd thoſe concern'd for 
the 53 to produce others, who: could 
1 politively, on which CHarlotta was 
— —. — 

This Woman, who had ſteel'd her Heart 
againſt all the Emotions of Duty, Gratitude, 
Compaſſion, and Juſtice, ſtepp'd forth un- 


daunted, or at leaſt ſeemed to be ſo, at the ; 


awful Tribunal ſhe appear'd before; and being 
fworn, declared that ſhe had lived with the 


Baroneſs de Altamont before her Marriage with 


the Baron, continued with her all the time ſhe 
lived with him, and to the Hour of her Death, 
and that ſhe never had the leaſt Signs of Preg- 
nancy, or was ever deliver'd of a Child. 
This wicked Creature alſo added, by way 
of corroborating her former Evidence, that 
when the Baroneſs firſt came to the Caſtle, 
it was whiſper'd among the Servants that Fug- 
gan was with Child by the Baron, but after- 
ward made no Secret of, and that when ſhe 
was Deliver'd, ſomebody told the Baron ſhe. 
had got a fine Boy: This was ſaid in the 
Prefence of the Baroneſs, who, without being 
moved at it, cryed out ſhe wiſhed ſhe had ſuch 
| | | another, 
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another; on which the Baron reply'd in a ſurly> 
manner, that ſhe never ſhou'd, at leaſt by 
him: This ſo much touch'd her, as it was 
ſpoke in publick Company, that ſhe burſt into 
Tears, and went out of the Room. Eo 
The Counſel for the Chevalier Jn then 
ask'd her, who were preſent when theſe Words 
were ſpoke, to which ſhe anſwer'd, that it be- 
ing fo long ago ſhe had forgot. 

She further ſaid, that the Baron taking 
Care of the Child, and ſhewing a great Fond- 
| neſs to it, occaſion'd many Quarrels between 
him and her Lady. e Os 
This was indeed ſpeaking to the Point 
This Witneſs ſwore poſitively, and left nothing 
to Suppoſition ; as did another who was call'd 
immediately after ſhe had finiſh'd. her Depo- 
ſition. | | 

He ſaid he lived as a Servant with the late 
Baron de Altamont, before the Arrival of the 


Baroneſs at the Caſtle, and after ſhe had quitted 
it: — That he never heard the leaſt Talk of 


her being with Child, or that ſhe was delivered 
of a Son ; but that Pen had. a Son born, 
which ſhe ſaid was by the Baron - That 

the Baron took Care of him, ſcerned to love 
him very well, and put him to School ; after 
which he took him home, and he ſtayed ſome 
time, but proving, a very wicked Boy, the 
Baron turned him out of Doors, and he was 
2 Vagabond about the Streets, till at laſt he 

fold himſelf to a Merchant who dealt in Slaves, 
and was tranſported to America. 


EE _ 
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How great a ſhock, how much almoſt be- 

vond all his former Sufferings, muſt it be to 
— noble Mind of the Chevalier 2 to 
hear himſelf thus. groſly, thus ſhamefully 
Miſrepreſented and Abuſed 
men, who were preſent, and knew the Falſity 
and Abſurdity of theſe Scandals, broached by 
theſe two lafl Witneſſes, felt for him little leſs 
than he, did for himſelf, and could ſcarce for- 
bear teſtifying their Reſentment at this publick 
Prophanation of Truth, in a manner contrary 
to the Rules of the Place they were in. 
Another Witneſs then was ſworn, who de- 
poſed he was preſent when the Plaintiff volun- 
tarily, and of his own Accord, indented and 
bound himſelf to ſerve for a certain term of 
Years in the Plantations in Penfilvania. 
One who pretended to know the Plaintiff 
in his Diſtreſs, depos'd, that he had oſten heard 
dim ſay, he wou'd tranſport himſelf to the 
Plantations. 

There were alſo ſome others who ſwore they 
remember'd the Plaintiff when he liv'd with 
the Baron, and that he was never look'd upon 
as any other than his natural Son. 

But another being call'd, feem'd either to 
have forgot bis I nſtructions, or to pay no Re- 
gard to them; for the Evidence he gave was 
in plain Contradiction to what had been ſworn 
te by the others, who ſaid the Chevalier 
Peck had always been reputed the natural 
Son > the Baron, and was never acknow- 
ledg'd by him as Legitimate, whereas this 
Wa nncf. now ſwore, he aitempted all he could 

| = to 
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to make him paſs for ſuch, and forbad Fuggan 
to own him as her Son, ſaying, he intended 
to make him be look'd upon as born of his 
Wife, on purpoſe to diſappoint his Brother Dic#'s 
Expectations. . | 

The Counſel for the Count look'd one upon 
another, on hearing this Depoſition, with all 
the Tokens of Amazement and Vexation ; and 
thoſe for the Chevalier 'Fames ſmiled, not only 
at what the Witneſs had ſaid, but at the Con- 
fuſion in which the other Party were involv'd. 
But as it was afterwards diſcover'd, tho? not to 
the Court, Count Richard had put this into 
the Man's Head the Night before, as imagin- 
ing his ſpeaking in that manner would ſeem 
Impartial, and what he ſaid, for that Reaſon, 
the ſooner gain Belief. Indeed in every Cir- 
cumſtance relating to this Affair, from the 
beginning to the end, he behaved like Marplot 
in the Play, and in refining too much on Po- 
licy, overthrew every thing by the Meaſures 
he took to advance it. 

The next Day was ſpent in examining other 


_ Witneſſes, which in many Particulars contra- 


dicted themſelves, and were in all Reſpects, the 
laſt and loweſt Dregs and Drainings of that 
Corruption, which was too evident had been 
put in Practice, to out-brave Truth and blind 
the Eyes of Juſtice in his Cauſe. 
All the Witneſſes, whoſe Depoſitions were 
thought Material, on the Part of the Plaintiff, 
and all thoſe which could be raked up on that 
of the Defendant, having been examin'd, and 
it appearing, that there were poſitive _ 
= . made 
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made to the Negative of a particular Fact, on 
the ſide of the Defendant, the contrary of 


of which had been atteſted by a great Number 


of Evidences on the fide of the Plaintiff, the 


Court judg'd proper they ſhould be confronted 
with each other, and the next Day was ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe. . | 

This took up more time than was at firt 
imagin'd, Charl:tia being a ſecond time ex. 


| amin'd, ſo many Perſons were produced to con- 
tradict her Evidence, and ſuch a Number of 


Circumſtances atteſted, to prove that ſhe her 
ſelf both knew, and never, at leaſt while ſhe 


was in that Kingdom, had ever pretended to 
to deny that the Baroneſs de Altamont had a 


Son; and al'o that ſhe had fixed the Birth of 
Fassen Child at a wrong time; that it was 
ate at Night beſore thoſe who invalidated her - 
Evidence were fully heard. | — 

How hardened in Inicuity ! how bold in 
Falſhood was this perfidious Woman, who with 
a matchleſs Front could ftand and hear every 
Word of what ſhe had ſworn to contradicted 
by Circumſtances too Natural and too Strong, 
as well as vouched by Perſons of too undoubted 


| Characters not to merit Credit. A Gentle- 
man who was preſent this Day, and had been 


very Attentive to what was alledged in Oppo- 


ſition to her Teſtimony, and the audacious, 


tho* weak Replies ſhe made, was {truck with 

too much Horror at her Behaviour, and when 

the Court broke up, and ihe was going out of 

the ſudgment-Hall, he came cloſe to her, and 

looking earneltly iu her Face, //oman, omen a 
| al 
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aid he, think of thoſe grey Hairs of yours, and 
tremble to reſtect the time cannot be long before 
you muſk anſwer before a higher Court of Juſtice 
for your Imprety in this J : 
- This Salutation could not but alarm her 
ſhe found ſhe had render'd herſelf the generat 
Object of Deteſtation, and alſo that ſhe had 
gone all this without being of any real Service 
to Count Richard, and could therefore expect 
ro farther Inſtances of his Favour, in caſe. 
he even ſhould continue in a Condition which 
could render it of any Value. | 
But to the Gnawings of enervate Malice 
the Racks of diſappointed Avarice — the Hor- 
cors of Remorſe, and all the Hell of Guilt let 
1s leave her, and haſten to the juſt Fate of 
Vilany and Fraud. e | 
Two Days more were employed in bringing 
other Witneſſes Face to Face, when ſuch a 
dcene of complicated Villany was expoſed to 
Light, as never any Age or Country had pro- 
Juced. After which one of the Judges in a 
grand and eloquent Charge to the Gentlemen 
of the Jury, in the minuteſt manner, ſumm'd 
up the whole Evidence to the great Satisfaction 
A all prefent, on which the Jury withdrew. 
Now was the happy Point of Time arrived, 
which was to put a Period to the Reign of 
[Trpocriſy and Fraud —- Now was the bleſt 
Aoment come, when Truth ſhould Triumph 
over Oppreſſion, and ſhine in all her native 
barms, unclouded with Suſpence or gloomy 
\pprehenſions ! 1 8 1 


TG 
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To the immortal Honour of that Country, 
and of thoſe Gentlemen in particular Who 
compos'd the Jury, the Foremao, after having 
been retir'd but a few Minutes with his worthy 
Partners, return'd, and gave the wiſh'd-ftor-—- 
the important Fiat, in theſe Words 


WE FIND FOR THE PTIAINTIF F. 
No ſooner had the glad Sentence iſſued from 


his Mouth, than the Hall wrung with Shouts 


and Acclamations, which in a few Minutes 
were communicated to the whole City ; and 
in leſs than a quarter of an Hour, the Houle: 
were all Illuminated, and the Streets ſeem'd 
to be in a Blaze — People of all Conditions 
and Degrees were tranſported, and run up 
and down congratulating each other, as on a 
publick Victory. 1 
Never was there ſo univerſal, ſo ſincere a 
Joy, the Muſick that play'd in the Streets, 
and even the Bells which rung from every 
Church, could ſcarce be heard amidſt the re- 
peated Huzza's of the Multitude. E 
Count Richard, from his Apartment, ſaw 
the Lights and heard the Noiſe, and now lo# 
to all Hope, as he long had been to all Good- 
neſs, more than once attempted to lay violent 
Hands on his own Life, but was either pre 
vented by ſome who {till had an Intereſt in his 
Preſervation, or by the Timidity of his own 
Nature. | Ts | 
But let us not poyſon the ſweet Reflexio!s 
of this bleſt Event, by permitting © them to 
blend with any Thoughts of fo — 2 
Os - 11- 
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Monſter Let us rather admire the force of 
Truth, which underſuch a might of Power, 
and of Oppreſſion, and many other Diſadvan- 
tages, could break through all, and put to 
Confuſion every Impediment that oppos'd her 
Faſſage -— Let us commemorate thoſe worthy 
Aſſertors of her Cauſe——Let the Poet, the 
Sculpture, and the Painter, exert their ſeveral _ 
Arts to tranſmit their amiable Portraits to late 
Poſterity, and let the Land, which gave them 
Birth, have our beſt Wiſhes, and be ever men- 
iloned with Efteem and Love. 

'The Love of Juſtice is certainly ingrafted 
in the Nature of all Men, and few there are 
but would choofe rather to adhere to the Rules 
preſcrib'd by it, than the contrary, when no 
Self- intereſt intervenes ---- but how rare is it 
to find Examples ſuch as theſe! two of theſe 
truly-worthy 7urors loſt fair Eftates by their 
own Verdict, and three others of them were 

nearly ally'd to Perſons deeply intereſted in 
this great Event; yet ſuch was their ſteady 
Principles ſuch their Love of Truth, that 
no Conſideration of Advantage to themſelves, 
or thoſe moſt dear to them, could influence 
them to ſhut their Eyes againſt Conviction. 

Neither. Count Richard, nor the Chevalier 
James, had been in Court during the three laſt 
Days of the Trial; both eaſily ſaw in what 
manner it would be decided ; the one ſhut him- 
ſelf up to avoid being expos'd to the Inſults 
which he knew he muſt expect from the po- 
pulace on that Occaſion, and the other to en- 
joy, with a few. ſele& Friends, the Pleaſure of - 
having removed all Doubts of the 6 

is 
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his Claim, in thoſe who wiſh'd him well; and 
ſhewins his Enemies, that unfriended as they 
thought him, he had a ſure Protection from 
= that Power who beſt knew his Innocence, and 
N the Wrongs he had ſuſtain'd. 
1 But when the Verdict was once given, in 
vain he hoped to ſhun the tumultuous Re- 
' 5Qtcings of the Populace, or the Congratulations 
of thoſe of his own Rank = Scarce could he 
Real an Hour from their Embraces to make 
his dear Almira Partaker of his Happinets ; not 
but a great number of Letters were GQifpatch'd 
the fame Ni: aht with News of his Succeſs, but 
then he knew the Pleaſire ſhe would receive 
in hearing it wald be imperfect if not com- 
ing from his own Hand ------ He therefore 
wrote a {horr Acco ut to her, and another to 
Patreacles, who we! eſerved that Proof of his 


Regard. 
"Tis certain that every Poſt they had been 
made acquainte l wit! t! e e of the Af- 
fair, and had never any rcalon to be dubious 


of the Iſſue; ; vet in what ccncerns us greatly 
to wiſh, ſome Fear will always intermingle, 
and it would have been little of a piece with 
the ſincere Love and Friendſhip of the Cheva- 
lier James, to have omitted any thing which 
mizht take away all Remains of Care and 
Anxiety from Perſons fo juſtly dear to him. 
He therefore diſcharg'd his Duty in that 
point, then gave himſelf to the Careſſes of 
thoſe who ſeem'd fo truly to partake in his 
Happineſs ---- That Night all was devoted to 


rejoicing, after which they began a-new 5 
think 
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think of Buſineſs. All was not over, tho* 
the Trial was ---- the Writs of Ejectment were 
to be enforced, and many other Ceremonies, 
which Law requires, perform'd ----- but the 
chief, and that which was firſt to be conſider'd, 
was that Form by which the Chevalier James, 
now Baron Altamont, was to be initiated into 
the Seat of his Anceſtor in the Senate-houſe 
The whole Copy of the Proceſs, with the 
Verdict given, was therefore tranſmitted to the 
Principal Secretary of State in that Kingdom, 
to which this, where they now were, was but 
a Province, with a Petition to his Majeity for 
ſending his royal Mandate for the Eitubliſh- 
ment of the Heir of Altamont in all thoſe Dig- 
nities his Father had enjoy'd, and which, as 
appear d by the Verdict, he had ſo long un- 
juſtly been depriv'd ot. „ 
Count Nichara, now deprived of all that 
Power and Weight which his uſurp'd Title 
had given him over ſome few People, was never 
ſeen in publick after, but kept cloſe in his 
Apartment with Charl:tte, and tome of thoſe 
Evidences who had been nioſt bold in their 
Depoſitions, but now durſt not ſtir into the 
Street for fear of being torn to pieces by the 
Multitude; but he could not keep bunſelf 
from hearing the ſcurril Its the Vulgar every 
Day paſs'd on him +--- Ballads were printed 
and ſung to gent Crovis, even before his 
Windows, under the Title of 7 he cruel Uiicle- 
— The Kid-nafper ---= The wen'd-be Count, 
and many other ſuch like Produces of a Genius 
to Poetry in Low. liſe. But he did not Nee 
| „ them 
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them long to enjoy the Pleaſure of giving him 
this Mortification -- He quitted #***** by 
Night, without bidding Farewel to any one 
Perſon, and embark'd on board a Packet, tak-- 
ing with him thoſe who had been the chief 
Emiſſaries and Agents of his foul Deſigns, 
and now cou'd only be the Partners of his 
Deſpair and Shame. 

Our new Baron, in the mean time, did not 
change his Principles or Diſpoſition with his 
Condition -- his Soul had ever been noble, and 
could receive no Acceſſion of Worth by his exte- 
rior Dignity,therefore was not in the leaſt elated 
by it --- he was pleaſed *tis true with getting 
the better of Injuſtice, and that it now wou' 
be in his power to return the numbe-leſs Obli- 

ations he had received from thoſe who were 
Friends to his Misfortunes, and to beſtow Fa- 
vours Where he thought them deſerv'd - 
much leſs did he forego any of thoſe compal- 
ſionate Intentions he had form'd before he at- 
tain'd the Means of executing them - he de- 
ſir'd a Meeting with Anadea at one of her 
Friends, and after ſpeaking with great Mo- 
defty on the Alteration in her Husband's For. 
tune, entreated her to accept of a Penſion from 
bim ſufficient to ſupport her and the yours 
Ladies her Daughters, in a faſhion becoming 
thoſe who had once thought themſelves of the 
Nobility, 

It is not to be doubted but ſhe- accepted 0 
generous an Offer with all the Gratitude it de- 
manded, and perhaps now thought herſclf ore 


free from Misfortune, than ſhe had done for 
almoſ 
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almoſt as many Years as ſhe had been the 
Wife of a moſt unworthy Husband. | 

Her Benefactor took now an opportunity of 
declaring, that for his Friend Portius which it 
had been judg'd improper he ſhould mention 
himſelf, and thereby ſaved him the Confuſion 
of a Lover in firſt opening his Hgart --- Anadea 
reply'd, that ſhe was too well convinced, by 


| what he had now done for her, of the Good- 


will he bore her Family not to be ready on 


| all Occaſions to follow his Advice. 


Many other Acts of Benevolence and Com- 
paſſion illuſtrated his Acceſſion to the Dignity 
he was born to enjoy, and every way render'd 
him more dear to all who had the Pleaſure of 
Acquaintance with him. 

What then is the Due of that unjuſt and 
cruel] Man, who ſo long depriv'd him of the 


Power of exerciſing thoſe generous Propenſities 


he receiv'd from Nature; none ſure can blame 
the Aiperity with which he may feem to have 
been treated in ſome parts of theſe Memoirs? 
Fuſtice, whom in the Beginning I invok'd, has 
ever {ince directed my Pen to draw him as he 


is, to ſhew him the horrid Picture of himſelf, 


and, if poſſible, make him feel that Punifh- 


1 ment, which nothing but the Tribunal in his 
| - Own Boſom can inflict, — 
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